A NOVEL. 


N - 
* 4 
— — — — 
* - f 5 * 


«© Reaſon ſtill uſe, to reaſon ſtill attend.” POPE, 


3 


— — 


Second Editiuuun. 


— 


* £ 
0 — — ö IS 5 
* ” 


IN TAREE VOLUMES. 


K : 9 
"a pee} 
e 


VOL. III. 


LONDON: | 
PRINTED FOR WILLIAM LANE, 
AT THE 


JMinerva-preſs. 
LEADENHALL-STKEET. 


M.DCC,XCVI, 


* 


4 
9 
8 r . 0 
1 - S n 2 _ 
rn, Ir nine nets) ————— ůů —— 2 
nt ens % hs vr apt ee gatge RS Foodie 2 


r n 
rr Roni 
rl 


* WY Oy" 
n 
COL ORIENT 


-_ 
» > 


bor 


- 
» 
. 
» 
- 4 A 
. 
> 
o 
— 
0 t 
* 
* 
bl — 
* 1 
o 
— 
hy * 
5 - 
Os T 
* . 
1 
» 
* 
— 
. 
4 F 
- 
- 
* * 
— 
— 
> 
* F 
- 
. * 
* 
* — 
f 
, 
* 
n 
* 
* 
# 
. 
. 
* 
* / 
- 
A 
# 
* 
% 
4 
- 
4 
4 
\ 
% 
— 
„ 
* 
# 
no 
— 
* 
* 
* 
— 
* 
o * 1 ; 
Fo - 
- 
. 
— 
4 — 
— 
* . 
— 
* * * 
. — Y 
i 
% 4 
. 
« 
6 . 
L * 
— Py 
. — 
. A 


- 1 pq » : 
* ' } 4 . Py F = N 
* > „ 7 ; * 2 4 _ as J 5 8 g 1 A * >, 5 — 
HF Fo 8 4 A 
* L p 4 x ; 


we 
| :. ww 
0 


- ky x — 
4 4 x - 

L P 
8 ; gl - : 

F 1 7 T 1 8 v - = + 

. * * 
. „ 8 . 4 
% 
* » 7 * 


5 na een ee e a i 
* Is virtue beſ. adorged.” . 


Hr 1 ot the village where Sir 


William and Ellen then were, to the 


great road which leads from Dreſden to 


| - was intricate, and in ſome degree 
difficult, but Sir William relied upon his 
knowledge of the country, and undertook : 
to inſtruct the drivers of: the RE: "ue | 


beſt and ſafeſt way. : 
They left the ns 3 in the morning, 


and hoped to be able to reach a tolerable 
ar. 2 good 
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good Inn on the direct road PIO Dreſden 
to Prague before a late hour at night; ; but 
either Sir William deceived himſelf i in the 
degree of, information he poſſeſſed, or he 
never ſefivuſly i intended to arrive at the 
ſpot marked out. 
Ihe day's Journey "was ee the 
roads rugged, often alarming, and they 
found themſelves at the cloſe of night en- 
tering into a thick foreſt, which by no means 
anſwered the deſcription that had been given 
of any of the environs of the RO _ had 
been directed to. We. 
Ellen, who ſeldom felt vain or unfounded 
ſear, was more fatigued than alarmed, ſhe 
did not think any danger threatened her, 
but ſhe felt her ſtrength ſo much exhauſted; 
hat ſhe apprehended ſhe ſhould not beable 
ww ſupport herfelf much longer. 
Sir William expreſſed a very lively eom- 
es for her ſituation, and endeavoured 
by every means in his power to raiſe her 
drooping ſtrength and ſpirits. The gloom 
of the foreſt and thgegas) ne ſs of ibe night 
N | SH bh made | 
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male it IP hed mation e ado 


they were in the carriage all night. Ellen 
| propoſed this, but Sir William encouraging 


Her with the hopes that this was a foreſt with k 
which he was well acquainted; and in the -_ 


midft of which was ſituated a hunting box, 


where if he were not miſtaken in the place; 
he was aſſured they would be able to meet 


vith ſome accommodation, it was at length 
DS determined to aa to find their wy | 
oh the wood. WE 


They proceeded W . fie a 


fink time, and had began to hope that even 


mould they not find any houſe, they might 


at leaſt be able, without accident, to pene- 


trate the foreſt; but at the moment they in · 


dulged theſe hopes, the poſtillion, not able to 
ſee track, drove over a fallen tree that lay on 
one ſide of it. and overturned the carriage. 


Sir William was ſupporting Ellen in his 
arms at the inſtant the accident happened, 


x ITO contrived ſo N the ſhock 


32 „ 


E = : 


through ae bee yet there ſcemed to be 
no alternative, except the remaining where 
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of * fall to her, 4 ſhe 3 no ma- 
terial injury. it was, however, from the dark- 


5 neſs of the night, and the poſition of the car- 


riage, with difficulty that they were able to 


_ diſengage themſelves: from it, and even 


when they were all ſafely placed on the 
| ground, they knew not next what to do. | 
The carriage was broken, and to have at- 
tempted to mend it in the preſent darkneſs 
would have: been a fruitleſs labour. 1trained 
heavily, and Ellen was wholly unable to 
proſecute her journey on foot, when every 
ſtep ſhe took might lead her Kill farther 
from her way, and from every neceſſary 


i Aaffiſtance; to ſtay where they were without 


ſhelter, chilled with cold, and drenched in 
rain, with no reſting place but the wet 
ground, ſeemed to thieaten the. moſt fatal 
conſequences do Ellen. 5 
Sir William appeared half diftrated, re- 
| 8 every moment, Good God! what 
have I done ?” The ſervants exclaimed, _ 
« What ſhall-we do?” The poor Saxon girl 


5 * hitterly, and , when a little reoo- 
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| vered from the firſt ſhock, ſeemed the only 

: perſdn capable of a rational thought. 

A cannot ſtand,” ſaid ſhe, almoſt ank⸗ 
ing from Sir William's arms as ſhe ſpoke, . 
but if you can contrive to get at the little 

ſeat on which I reſted my feet in the carriage, 
I can ſit here till the poſtillions have a little 
aſcertained where we are; if this is really 
the foreſt you take it for, we cannot be far 
from the hunting box you have deſcribed; 
from thence wg may poſſibly procure 2 
and ſuch aſſiſtance, as will enable us either 
to remove thither, or fo toraile the carriage 
that we may remain ſafe and ſheltered Tous, 
' the weather the remainder of the night. 
Sir William preſſed her tenderly to kis 
heart, as if at once to thank her for her 

_ calmneſs andreſolution, and to re-animate 

his own: r 
The ſeat was few found, and: Sir Wi- 

7 has placing Ellen in it, knelt behind her, 
and ſupported her in his arms. He then 
gave orders for one of the poſtillions and 

- bis own ſervant to purſue the crack they. 
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were in, which he obſerved; if he were 
right in his conject ures concerning the 
place, muſt bring them in leſs than a mile 
to the ſpot he had mentioned, where they 

had only to name his name, and tell his 


diſtreſs, and he was afſured of _ aſſiſ- 
tance that could be given. Vä 


The ſervants were abſent WP an "APY | 
and Ellen was ſo much overcome by fatigue, 
the beating of the rain; and above all by 
the uncommon kind of diſtreſs that ſeemed 


to have ſeized Sir William; for as he joined 


his face to hers ſhe felt his tears trickle 
down her cheeks; that when they returned 
ſhe had ſcarcely power to benefit by © 1 
ſiſtance they brought. 
The moſt cheering part of this aſlſtance 


was light, but that which afforded the moſt 
eſſential ſervice was a ſmall tilted cart, the 
bottom of which was well covered with 


ſtraw. Upon this, Sir William contrived. 


to place the cuſhions of the carriage ſo as 


to form a tolerable bed, and having by the 
help of the light been enabled to getlat a. 
3 £ 1 ; 4 - 1 75 5 Te, box 
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* of cordials, het made Ellen take ſome 
of them, and then with the aſſiſtance of the 
ſervants eaſily lifted her into the cart; here 
he alſo placed the maid ſervant, who ſhiver- 
ing, wet, and crying, made a moſt de- 
plorable figure. The trunk that contained 
the night clothes furniſhed her with a ſeat, 
and Sir William making one of the men 
who had come from the houſe lead the way 
with a lanthorn, he himſelf mounting one 
of the chaiſe horſes, ep panieg! the on 
cade by the fide oß che eurt. , 
Ins this manner they proceeded e 
more than a mile, and reached the houſe 
withoùt any new accident, and with little 
1 inconvenience; 
The firſt object was. to 1 Ellen's 
uk and put her to bed, and when this 
7 was accompliſhed Sir William made her 
take ſuch refreſhments as could: be pro- 
cured, and then l ber in hp waren 
Bt wauld.repoſe.- -/ 1h 1 Bat 
Nor was his: aa 8 out 1 
5 abe, ſhe ſoon dropped aſleep, and 
Bil 84 after 


wy 
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fer ſome hours of reſt awoke much re- 
cruited. : 
Sir William ni i pleaſed 
when he was aſſured the adventures of the 
preceding night had been attended with. no 

eſſential ill conſequences. He propoſed to 
continue where they were through the day, 
both becauſe it was neceſſary the carriage 
| ſhould be repaired, and as a anther re- 
| ee ee . ĩ a T 
Towards the evening of che . Sir 
William told her that he had indeed widely 
miſtaken the way he meant to have taken, 
and that he found he had wandered very 
diſtant from that which led into the public 
road to Prague, but that the miſtake had 
brought him ſo near the manſion of an old 
friend, that except for the inconvenience 

that had occurred to aun, he N not la- 
ment it. 5 ee ee 4 pl 5 
Ne then Mentee lo name of a lady, 
with whoſe ſon Ellen knew he had formerly 
been extremely connected, and he ſpoke in 

e eee eee ee delt ine 
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the higheſt terms of the hoſpitality and kind- 
neſs which ſhe had always ſhewn him. 


„We are not more. than ſix miles from 


40] her houſe,” ſaid he, and 1 ſhould never. 
forgive myſelf if l were to be ſo near without 

paying my reſpects to her; the carriage is 
now mended, we will go together, ſhe. will 
be delighted to ſee you, and I ſhall be ſur- 
priſed from what I know of her character, if 
| ſhe does not offer you an aſylum with her 
till you are in a fitter ſtate to undertake a 


long journey. The misfortunes of yelter- 


day have made me a coward; when I think 

of the length of the travel that is before you, 

1 tremble for the conſequences.” 81 
Ellen deelared herſelf very able to 3 


cute. her journey to Vienna, and avowed the 


proference. ſhe ſhould give to being in a 


houſe of her own, during her confinement, 


to any accommodations, however comfort- 
able, that might be afforded her in another. 
Well we need not ſectle this now,” ſaid 
Sir William, „e will act as we ſee occa- 
t This . at leak we will paſs with 
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my old Sands But can you diſpenſe: with 
the attendance of your maid ?'I never ſaw 
ſuch a fool, ſhe blubbers and ſhivers yet; 
1 ſhould be very glad to exclude her from 
the party, and for one night? 
Oh!] can do very well without ber,” 
interrupted Ellen, . and indeed ſhalt be 
glad to ſave her any farther fatigue for a fer 
hours, ſhe has reaſon for her tears, ſheis ex- 
tremely bruiſed and hurt, and is ſo ſtiff wich 
the cold ſhe caught laſt night, that ſhe can 
hardly move; 'I ſhall deſite that ſhe go to 
bed and continue there till we fr) ber at 
this place to-morrow.” - 
All this beingurranged, Sir William and 
Ellen began their little journey, but it 
ſeemed as if Sir William was doomed to be 
convicted of ignorance whenever he boaſt- 
ed of his knowledge of the country. The 
fix miles ſeemed to be lengthened into 
twice that number, and it was already near- 
ly dark and yet there was no appearance of - 
the habitation to which they were going. 
* Lama you nnn 
465 aid 
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Wy, Ellen, «1, ould be Gore Ig paſs "Wb = 
another night as the laſt . 

There is no miſtake Ns 3 ret bs  -þ 
ed Sir 3 peeviſhly, K r no | 
W | OY 


e But ſurely we walt have come mack 
more than fix miles? 1 
Don't you ſee the roads are d and 
tedious? dn n de n 
el fear arriving at an ai onſcaſavibbls os Þ 
and that your old friend, though glad to _ 
us, may be put to ſome inconvenience.” 
© OY never knew WOImen direct their fears 
aright—l entreat you not to perplex your- 0 
ſelf with what daes not concern you.“ 
Ellen remained ſilent and ſad; the deep- | 
ning ſhades of night added to the uneafineſs 
of her ſenſations, and a confuſed apprehen- 
ſion of ſhe hardly knew what ſtole over her 
mind. At length they arrived at the top 
of a long avenue, and Sir William calling | 
haſtily to the man to ſtop, This,“ ſaid he 
. to Ellen,“ is the place, I will get out and 
announce our arrival before the carriage 
THI Bo 13 n 
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can be heart at the houſe; left our appear- 
ance at ſo late an hour may alarm the old 
lady; ſtay where you are about ten minutes, 
and has ROW me e down the ave- 
- 
_: ding Sir William PE I" out of the 5 
carriage, and left Ellen wondering, diſturb- 
ed, and unhappy. The ſervants obeyed the 
directions given, and in about the time 
preſcribed followed Sir William. 


4 


* 
— 


CHAP. II. 


i i bee gracious wn HW 
3 40 Juſt are thy ways, and righteous thy decrees, . 
Tha: But dark and intricate ; elſe why this meed, 

1 « This fad return, 

"2 ' For 3 innocence and truth. - IE! 


. 
„ 


HE avenue was cloſed at the other 
. end by large pair of gates, which 


opeged into a court ſurrounded by build- 
ings; the gates they found open, and were 


directed by a light immediately oppoſite, 
to drive up to the door of the houſe. Here 


they found Sir William. 


We are extremely unlucky,” 0 bea as 
he opened the chaiſe door, and aſſiſted Ellen 


to get 8 66 wy old friend has 1 the win- 
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ter in Prague, a thing ſhe never did when 
knew her, and ſhe 1s not yet 1 returned.“ 
Then,“ ſaid Ellen, ſurinking back, 
let us return, the night is fine, and now 
we know the road, it will not appear half 
ſo tedious as it did in coming!“ 
No, no, I will not ſuffer. that: I have 
ſtill a friend in the garriſon : We ſhall be 
well accommodated to night, and I will 
not again expoſe myſelf to your unreaſon- 
able fears of darkneſs, and rugged roads.” 
That's a reproach I hardly deſerve,” 
faid Ellen ſmiling, “but be it as you will.” 
She then'entered the door, which opened 
into a long and narrow paſſage, and in which 
there was no other light than that which Sir 
Wilnam held in his hand. He led the way, 
and they ſoon found themſelves in a hall; not 
very ſpacious but very gloomy. Here they 


were met by a reſpectable looking perſon, 


who had alſo a light in her hand; ſhe was 
à woman of about fifty, and ſeemed to re- 
gard Ellen with looks of e e 


6 "1 Fo TH HSE Wa 7 *$ 
: '« That 8 


rann annez. 8 | * 


That's my old friend, the Lduſcherplt,” ; 
5 ſaid Sir William, and ſhe afſures me her 
lady would never forgive her if ſhe were to 
turn us from her doors at this time of night.. 
Ellen was going to make her acknow- 
ledgmeuts, in French, but Sir William ſaid} 
« You may ſpare your civilities, for the old 
dame underſtands not a word of any 1 
guage, but her native German,” 
Upon how many occaſions lately, ex- 
claimed Ellen, have I bad reaſon to regret 
my ĩgnorance of that language!“ Then from 
a ſudden feeling, that this might found as a 
taunt to Sir William, who had refuſed her 
permiſſion to learn it, ſhe added, but all 
cauſe for regret will ſoon be over; once re- 
turned to dear England, and J hope we ſhall 


peak only Engliſh for the reſt of our lives. ? 


As ſhe ſaid this the light that the woman 
held fell full on the face of Sir William and 
Ellen ſaw with ſurpriſe the ſudden alteration 
of his countenance. He caſt up his eyes, 
5 with a look almoſt of horror, and repeated, 

O01 ce e verumed a0 f England.“ ud n 
e „„ Ellen 
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Wen teh eb n anch pe well 
it trembled: But at this moment their at- 
tendant opened a door, and they entered a 
large and tolerably furniſhed parlour, where 


there was a blazing wood fire, and two 
lighted candles placed on a table before it. 


The ſervant ſaid ſomething to Sir Wil- 
ham to which he gave an anſwer apparently 


of aſſent, ſhe went out, and Sir William 


giving Ellen a chair, threw himſelf into 


another, and ſeemed loſt in thought. 
Ellen regarded him with ſurpriſe for a 


1 moments, and at Ae ventured to 


ſay, * are you not well?“ 


At the ſound of her voice Ke William 
ſtarted: from his reverie, and ſaid, ©* Well? | 


yes, very well I believe, but I am hungry: 
Our old lady has promiſed us ſome ſup- 
per, 1 b 8 not how ſoon the kogps- her 
'T Gs i to banden in . 
bs would have rallied Ellen on the appre- 


henſions he ſaid ſhe had betrayed on the 
ml but his. cheerfulneſs was N Sy 
KD Os. 
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forced, Py before the ſervant wa Sir 


William had again ſunk 1 into ee 
neſs. 


It was not long waſtes the 1 . 


made her appearance, accompanied by 
another female, with preparations for ſup- 
per, and preſently et the eren was on 
1 he table. 


The mak: for e Sir William had 


——_— ſo much deſire, was not reliſhed 


by him in a manner that juſtified the im- 
patience he had ſhewn for its appearance 
Ellen preſſed him to eat, and yielding to 


her entreaties, he took ſome fowl on his 


plate, but Ellen obſerved, that the mo- 
ment her eye was withdrawn, he ſeemed to 


forget it was there, and fixed a wa > 


and diflurbed look upon her.. : 
Wo making theſe obſervations Ellen loſt 
all appetite alſo, and the ſupper was ſerved 


and taken away withqut having Deep 
much dimiaiſhed by either. 


When the ſarvants were gone, Sir wil 


* 


— — 
- 
* 


liam ſhivering drew his chair nearer the 


« You are feveriſh—you are ill I 
ſake let us enquire what there is in the 
| houſe that it will be proper for you to take.“ 
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„I am ſure you are unwell,” faid Ellen 


_ anxiouſly, * it is hardly poſſible you ſhould 


have been expoſed ſo many hours to ſuch. 


weather as we were out in laſt night, with 
impunity: Do you think Madam Houſe- 


keeper has no family medicine that might 
be of ſervice to you? ſomething that would 
make you perſpire might remove 1. $94 


Complaints before morning.” 


Sir William ſeemed not to hear her;' ang 


the ſhuddering with which he was ſeized 
had more the appearance of proceeding 
from emotion than from cold. Ellen felt 
dreadfully alarmed—ſhe took his hand, but 


dropped it ſuddenly, ſtartled with the burn- 


heat which it communicated to her owtr: 


for God's 


Oh! God of heaven and earth!“ ſaid Sir 
William, with a ſigh from t the bottom 8 


his very ſoul. 
Pear 
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i; Dear Sir William fv „ ee 
„ Pere Bilde, 8bo no, or, .152 
- Ellen; ſeized with an inſtant fear for his 

m ellecte, ſnatched up one of the candles, 
and was making toward the door. 1 font 
What are you about? and where 

would you: “] / e e 
am going to Pr the en 

1 VEG ſhe will be able to furniſhs me with 
ſomething that will be of ſervice to you. 
And if you ſpeak to her ſhe will not 
under ſtand you.—lr is true, I am not well, 

I thiver; I burn, I have an intenſe heads 
ach, the effects all of a violent cod ſome- 
thing to make me perſpite, and a e | 
night's reſt; will ſet all to vights?? 329594420 

God grant it!“ ſaid Ellen fervently, /- 

% There's no doubt,“ tas bored Willa, 
as he went out of the room. Ve 

He was abſent [neatly a with . 
hour, which ſeemed almoſt an age to Ellen; 

when he returned his looks were compoſed, 
and his air Na. more cheerful; he 

E 03k bout: 0397, AM. + aide was 
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was followed by the fervant they bad but | 


ſeen, who had a bowl in her hand. 
Our good friend there,“ ſaid Sir Wil- 


liam, with a melancholy ſmile, © has made 


me a mixture that ſhe ſays is ſovereign for 


a cold; ſhe has alſo prepared me a bed 


apart from yours, leſt ] ſhould diſturb you; 
I will drink your health, and then let us 

retire to our rooms.“ He took the bow! 
he fixed his eye intently on Ellen for a 
moment, Good night, God b/efs you,” faid 


he with an emphaſis, and raifing the bowl 
to his mouth, he drank off the contents; 


but Ellen perceived that he turned deadly 


pale and that his lips tremble —Horrible 


apprehenſions croſſed the mind of Ellen, 
which ſhe duſt not x ſuffer to harbour there 
for a moment. VVV hit, + OBS 
Will not you have n I 
ſaid Sir William, © ſome negusꝰ or whey ? 


| 1 did not offer you any of my potion, for 


though it my; be ets it was was nau 


| * $14 
"i I think I py 26] returned Ellen, «1 
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am-cold myſelf, 1 ſhould be gid « of any 


thing warm.. f 
Sir William ſpoke to .the \ woman, . ho 


inſtantly. withdrew, and Sir William, tak- - 
ing Ellen's hand, drew her towards the fire, 


you look uneaſy, you look frightened; 
IJ. affure you my indiſpoſition is trifling: 21 


ſhall be well to- morrow, and then you will 
wonder how you came to be ſo much ala m- 


ed: You ſay you are cold,“ added he, . fer 
once let the arms of a huſband warm you.” 


He ſnatched her to his heart, and held 
her there for a moment—then letting her 7 
go, as the door opened, Oh Ellen!“ 


aid he, why not thus for ever! a 
. For God's ſake tell, me what 
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dips, a and n ann logk; „Ex- 
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4 


at all this 
means, either you, S 4 am 0 Rrangely dailon 


| ns i ut come, 
we e will talkꝭ it all over to morrom.” Then 
taking a bowl from the ſervant, who guſt 
then preſented it to . Ellen he put it £0 his 
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cellent white wine whey, 1 une you, much 
Iver than mine—now drink my health.“ 
Heaven is my witneſs how ſincerely [ 
40 ſaid Ellen, and taking the bowl, ſhe 
drank a part of what f it contained; it ap- 
peared to her what Sir William had ſaid it 


was, except that ſhe thought there was ſome 


taſte in it more unuſual than diſagreeable. 
„% Now,“ ſaid Sir William, let us go to 
bed, reſt will do us both good.“ Then 
ſpeaking to the fervant, and again to Ellen, 
« If you will follow the old lady, ſhe will 
ew yo your | Aa 1 8 * 1185 
to mine 
« I wiſh 1 wioke accompany 700 . 
cher,“ ſuid Ellen earneſtly, if 1 were to 
9 700 alleep, my reſt would be better.“ 
No, no, that muſt not be; you had 
400 diſturbed a night laſt night, to become 
4 watcher this: 1 ſhall want no attendants, 
dut if it will make vou eaſy, James ſhall 
fir up an hour or two in my room, and when 
Tam aſleep he ſhall let you know.“ 
""Blten Py . this. offer, and 
| ſirerching 
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W out her hand to Sir William ſhe | 
bade him good night. He preſſed it ten- 
derly between his, held it to his lips, and ſna 
felt a tear drop upon it, yet he ſpoke cheer» 
fully and wich unconcern: Pray lend me 
your watch, mine has been ſpoilt. ihe left 
1 s overthrow, and does not go. 

Ellen gave him her watch, RP bid | 
| bim good night. He followed ber to the 
door of the room, as if unwilling to loſe 
Gght of her, and as he turned nne 
heard him ſigh deeplli ,. 
Ellen, following her edi (rofſed 

the hall, from the upper end of which went 
a pair of ſtairs that led to a gallery above, 
an which were ſeveral doors; the woman 
opened the ſecond, on the left band, a 
Ellen found herſelf in a ſpacious roam, the 
modern fu tniture of which ſomewhat ſur- 
priſed her. Around the fire- place, which 
was well laren with fire, were arranged 
ber night-dreſs, and every thing ſhe cu 

require, in the niceſt order. The woman 
: penal door on one fide of che roem, 
e | | which 
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which Ellen ſaw was deſigned for her bed- | 


chamber; this alſo had a fire in it, and 


ſeemed to be provided with every comfort, 
and with many of thoſe accommodations 


that Ellen could not have expected to have 
found i in the — of a an old Weben 

Fler attendant offend her Baer to allt 
in undreſſing her, and Ellen, haraſſed in 


mind and body, was willing to take off a 


part of her clothes, and put on her dreſling- 
gown, but ſhe meant not to go to bed, un- 
til ſhe had heard ſomething more of Sir 
William, and ſhe now felt the moſt tor- 

y_ perplexity from not being able to 
explain herſelf to her companion, who 
ſeemed reſolved not to leave her til ſne bad 


: ſeen her in bed. 


At length it occurred to her that the 
might eaſily make her comprehend her wiſh 
to have a written paper delivered to Sir 
W illiam, and ſhe wrote theſe words with a 


pencil. 


2 "ny inform ny too civil 1 
| | I wiſh 
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I wiſh her to "HEN me 8 and be ſo kind 
as to direct her to come to me as ſoon as 
James can inform her that you are aſleep.” 
The womaa readily underſtood what ſhe 
was to do with the paper, ſhe took it, and 
in a few moments returned with theſe words 
from Sir William. , WD 
If you have any regard for my. health, 
let the old lady ſee you in bed; I promiſe 
you ſhe ſhall bring you good news of me 
in conſequence; ; but if you are left to 
yourſelf, I know you will fit up all night, 
and this thought will keep me waking.” 
Ellen in return wrote, 1 acquieſce, but 
remember your promiſe.” 
She then ſuffered her attendant to aſſiſt 
her in going to bed, ſhe made the woman 
underſtand that ſhe wiſhed to have a light, 
and this being procured, the woman drew 
the curtains, and left her. : 
Ellen, in her own mind, was confident 
that ſhe ſhould not cloſe her eyes, until ſhe 
had heard from Sir William, ſuch an im- 
preſſion had his apparent indiſpolition, both 
Vor. . „ of 
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of body and mind, made upon her: But 
Her head was ſcarcely laid upon her pillow, 
before ſhe fell into a ſleep profound as 
death. 

She awoke from this fleep with's en 
ſtart, ſuppofing that drowſinefs had only 
for a few moments overcome her; but, ſur- 
priſed by the kind of light that ſhe ſaw in 
her room, which ſhe thought could proceed 
from neither fire or candle, ſhe haſtily un- 
drew the curtain, and was amazed and 
cChagrined to find a meridian ſun ſhining 

full upon her bed. She roſe haſtily, and 
wrapping a few cloaths around her, opened 
the door which led into the next room, de- 
ſigning to go from thence to the gallery to 
Tee for ſomebody, of whom ſhe could make 
inquiries after Sir William. On opening 
the door, ſhe found in the adjoining room, 
as if in waiting, the woman who had at- 
tended her the night before. 

Ellen was proceeding to make her under- 
ſtand what ſhe wanted, by earneſtly repeat- 
ing Sir William s name, when the woman 

delivered 
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delivered her a ſealed letter, the direction 
of which ſhe ſaw was in his hand. On the 

ſight of this letter her heart ſunk within 
her, as if it foretold all ſhe had to ſuffer, 
yet at the moment ſhe thought not of her- 
ſelf ; ſhe was ſeized with an univerſal trem- 
bling, the letter dropped from her hand, 
and ſhe ſur.k almoſt ſenſeleſs into a chair. 
Yet how wide were her apprehenſions from 
the truth For Sir William ſhe only fear- 
ed; and yet Sir William with-held by no 
_ compaſſionate conſideration for her, was at 
this moment conſummating t that vengeance 


for imagined crimes, which he had been ſo 


many months in recen with the Wann 
de liberation. £ 
The woman, as if ſhe had 5 0 the ; 
effect that even the fight of the letter would 
have run readily to the aſſiſtance of Ellen, 
poured drops and water down her throat, 


gave her air, and ſeemed, by the tone ofy 


her voice to exhort her to patience. 
Ellen, whoſe mind was fixed wholly upon 5 
| the FO that ſhe had ſeen Sir William 


C ” ſwallow | 
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{ſwallow the night before; and now convin- 
ced that the ſoundneſs of her ſleep had been 

procured by medicine, could think only of 
one cataſtrophe, and regarding the letter 
with horror, had not courage to open it; 

the woman took it from the floor, preſented 
it to her, and ſeemed to intreat her to read 
it. „„ TE 
' Confuſed and overwhelmed as Ellen's 
mind was, there ſeemed to her ſomething 
in this action of the woman's that ſpoke 


the evil not to be ſo bad as ſhe had feared; 


the took the letter, ſhe broke the ſeal, and 
in the relief from che horror that had at 
firſt ſeized her, forgot for a few moments: 
the extent of that miſery which this letter 
announced to herſelf :—The leber was as 
follows : "Rr 5 

„ sSsummon to your ſupper all that 
ſtrength of mind, which has ſo often given 


me cauſe to admire you. Oh! Ellen, had 


it been uniform, had it ſprung from prin- 

ciple But away with every vain regret; 

where the guilt is certain, all compunction 
. e 
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for che puniſhment ſhould ceaſe, and if the 
chaſtiſement is heavy, you will not affirm 
it is diſproportionate to the crime. It 
would, however, be uſeleſs to reproach 
you; my injured love, my violated honor, 
cannot ſpeak more ſeverely than will your 
con heart; and in guarding myſelf from 
' the: poſſibility of being again deceived, I 
wiſh not to inflict, any unneceſſary rigour. 
„ When you know that I was appriſed, 
by the conviction of my own ſenſes, of the 
laſt viſit you received from your undoer, 
when you are told that I read the invita- 
tion for a repetition of his viſit under ſuck 
forms as would elude. ſuſpicton and lay jea- 
louſy to fleep; you will not wonder that in 
a cauſe that would not admit of doubt, E 
have thought all explanation unneceſſary;: 
or that being convinced of having been 
once betrayed, I reſolved: upon ſuch mea- 
ſures as would ſecure me from the . 
lity of a ſecond inſult.” 
In knowing that I never poſſeſſed: your” 
heart, I ought, perhaps, to have foreſeen: 
5 . | C3 Z all 
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all that followed; but deceived by the ap- 


pearance of an integrity and candour which, 
unſupported as they were by reality, will 


remain, I confidently believe, unparalleled, 


the warnings of my reaſon were unheard, 
and the miſgivings of my mind were diſ- 
regarded. > FB, Woe 


Hoy often has ths Sb of a flog: 


cerity, which, had it been genuine, angels 
might have copied with advantage, baffled 
the Precautions of prudence, and ſuſpend & 
ed the rod of juſtice? But the veil is now 

fallen, and even you can delude no longer 


—Here then let all retroſpect end. 


VVou need not be told how a huſband ; 


ought to feel and act on ſuch a diſcovery ; 


yet the agonies you witneſſed in me this 
night, with ſo much alarm, may ſhew you 
that I am not yet free from that weakneſs, 
which has ſo long enabled you to deceive 


me; it may ſhew you, that the meaſures 
which juſtice and honour demand from 
me, are not purſued without a torture of 
mind equal to any I can inflict upon you. 


. 


* - 
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x this en can den che gell 
tbat from henceforward awaits you, I grudge 
you not ſuch an alleviation, poor, 8 
miſerable wretch as you are! 

Again I entreat you to collect rea 
power of your mind : conſider it-is no fin- 
gle life that is at ſtake; ſuffer not any ex- 
trav agance of grief, any exceſs of deſpair, to 

hazard an exiſtence, of which you cannot 
believe you have a right to diſpoſe n 

take pity alſo on yourlelf—If- you. would 
preſerve one ray of hope · to gild your fu- 
ture life, deſtroy not, by an extravagance 
of grief in the preſent moment, the only | 
fource from which it can proceed. 
„ 1 expect not that a creature 1 
muft partake of my nature, ſhall be dear 
tO you, as was that cheriſhed | darl! ng in 
which I had no part; but, if it be mine, it 
is alſo yours; let that conſideration make 
it an object of your care, and add not the 
Aiuilt ofmurder to thoſe other erimes. which 
ſo E ſtain your conſcien te 
825 * This 1 is not the upbraidipg of "alla 
| C4 2 


. — 
— — — — 
— tb 


- ö —— 


— — * — · 
2 Pa fd. h h — PPS - 
— — — - ee — ——_—— — —WIn>—a—e 
— — 992 —— — —— — j — — — — — — — = — — 
— — — emo — 5 — 
— — — —— - —— — — — : © 
you - — — — WES ** 4 S — . — — <> 


———— — — — 


— — — 
S — 2 
— — 
22 


— - 


= » PI "> n 
- — — — — — 
— 2 2 — — 
= — — — ds 
— N ——— — —— 


— 
— 4K + — — 
+ + — 28.1 u- ̃ —-4 


8 PLAIN SENSE. 


ſaccels, ſuch. is the extent of the precau- 


ment, it is the warning of friendſhip, take 
it as ſuch, and. may you be enabled to en- 
dure, with tolerable moderation, the ſeve- 
rity of a puniſhment, the juitice of which 
you will not diſpute. Know, then, you 


will never henceforward go beyond the 


boundaries of that habitation in which you 


are now placed; but every comfort, and 


every accommodation, and every amuſe- 
ment, that your ſituation will admit, will 


await you there. 
% You will ſee the neceſſity I have wy: 


under of depriving you of the ſolace of con - 
verſation, and of leaving you deſtitute: of 
all property ; devoid of all means of influ-. 


encing the feelings, or of bribing the ava- 
Tice of your attendants, I have ſecured, be- 

yond a fear, your perpetual impriſonment, © 
and I have, by cutting off from you all 


hope of eſcape, | preſerved you from the: 


continual irritation. which muſt have at- 


tendedany attempt for that purpoſe, which, 


even in circumſtances more favorable to- 


tion. 
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don I have taken, would certainly. have 
ended in diſappointment: nor in ſuch a caſe 
would diſappointment be all that you would 
incur, neceſſity would then induce a much 
more rigorous confiuement, an I 
ſeverer reſtraint. 1 
« When you reflect how PRs it im- 
ports me to perpetuate a confinement that 
I have once began, you will not doubt but 
that I have taken the precautions I ſpeak 
of, nor the conſequences to yourſelf; ſhould 
you endeavour to elude them. Although 
unable to converſe with you, you will find 
your attendants always reſpe&ful, attentive, 
and ready to adminiſter to your wants; you 
will be regularly ſupplied with accommo- 
dations of every kind, and if it ſhould ſo 
happen that my attention on this head does 
not fulfil your wiſhes, you have only to 
write down in French any thing, that you 
may wiſh to be ſupplied with, and you will 
obtain all you deſire. Books; muſical in- 
ſtruments or materials for work, or draw- 
ing, I include in this permiſſion; but you 
| OE oo A will 
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will 6nd vain any attempt to convey a let- 
ter, even to me. Never, Oh! never will 
1 renew an intercourſe that has coſt me ſo 
much. Could I doubt, I would hear you; 
but if juſtice cannot make me happy, nei- 
ther ſhall a weak compaſſion increaſe my 
miſery. Reſolved to puniſh, I am hence- 
forth deaf to the voice of penitence, and 
deſiring to love no longer, I ſeck only for- 
. getfulneſs!—In the hour of pain and dan- 
ger, which now draws fo near, you will. 
have every aſſiſtance you can poſſibly de · 
fire, and you will receive in a very few 
\ every eceſſary preparatory to that 
time, which'cither args or your infant 
can want. 
8 And 1 now, 0 ter and 6 
Elle, what more can I add?—To my re- 
grets and my good wiſhes you are probably 
alike inſenſible, nor can I expect that my 
admonitions ſhall prevail, where conſidera- 
tions of ſo much more importance have 
failed to have their due effe&t—Bur if it 

were mon that you ſliould at laſt be 
wiſe, 


+, 
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wiſe, if by taking your puniſhment with 
patience, you make the beſt of the time 
that is yet allotted you for penitence, and 
thus make all the amends in your power 
for the evils you have occaſioned, you 
will fulfil all the wiſhes and gratify all the 
defires that yet remain in the breaſt of your 
von huſband.” 8 : 


W 


. C6 _ CHAP. 
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CHAP, III. 


-. _ 


Dona e tolle ogn' altro ben fortuna 
& gola in virtù non ha poſſanza alcuna.“ 
- Fig ARIOSTO-. 


\LLEN: read ths letter with an aw 
4 niſhment that ſuſpended for a time 
all powers of recollection or feeling; ſne 


could neither believe or comprehend what 


ſhe read: Never once had the idea that Sir 
William ſuſpected her of guilt beyond the 


eſtrangement of her affections, croſſed her 


mind; nor could the evidence of her ſenſes 


now convince her that ſhe was Judged,. 


condemned, and puniſhed unheard. 
« Where is Sir William,” cried che, 

STO Ig 1 tothe door, forgetful that ſpoke- 

to- 
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do chals who ben her not; _ 
 thoughtleſs of the diſorder of her dreſs. 
The woman miſtook this motion for an 
attempt to eſcape, and placing herſelf be- 
tween Ellen and the door, endeavoured, 
though with 1 os and Tiny) to de- | 
tain he. 
« Let me go;” ſaid Ellen Aragon 
let me ſee Sir William, I implore your to 
let me ſee Sir William: os, 
The woman ſhook her head, in token of 
the impoſſibility of compliance, and again 
ſhe offered her the letter, which Ellen had * 
a ſecond time let fall to the ground. On 
this oppoſition from her attendant, a ſudden- 
recollection ſtruck Ellen; — ſhe remembered 


that ſhe ſpoke in vain, and that her preſent 


efforts were probably miſunderſtood. Again 
ſhe read the letter, but ſhe read it with' | 
nearly as little comprehenſion of the con 
| tents as before: 7 | 33 
Totally ignorant of the circumſtances on 
which ſhe had been condemned, and ſure 
of her own innocence, ſhe could not be- 
1 lieve 
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lieve that Sir William could think her 
guilty; ſhe could not believe chat, unbeard, 


he could puniſh her as guilty. 


As ſhe continued to read, Saab for | 


Ci hidden ſenſe to words, that ſhe could 


not conceive to be uſed in that which was 
obvious. When ſhe came to the expreſſion 
« From henceforward you will never go 
beyond the boundaries of the habitation in 


which you are now placed,” ſhe looked to- 
wards the high windows, and around the 


room, with an air at once wild and thought- 
ful; then covering her face with her hands, 
ſhe endeavoured to colle& her fenfes, and 
be aſſured that ſhe did not dream. 1 855 
Again ſhe turned to peruſe the letter, 


and to weigh every ſyllable of it; but ſhe 
| had read it many times before ſhe was able 


to give it credit as a reality, or was awakened 
to a full ſenſe of her true ſituation. At length 
convinced that Sir William was gone, and 


that he had conſigned her to perpetual im- 
priſonment, ſhe reſted perſuaded that her 
caſe was as hopeleſs as it was miſerable. 


But 
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But eren under this overwhclaiitte con- 
viction, Ellen did not forfake herſelf; ſne 
needed not Sir William's exhortations to 
ſhun all exceſſes in her grief, and every un- 
due and unbecoming violence. Stunned 
rather than rouſed, afflicted rather than ir- 
ritated, the firſt recollection of her real 

tuation, which was ſufficiently perfect to 

form any reſolution upon, was followed by 

a determination to do nothing which could 
be injurious to her child, or difagreeable 

to herſelf. But it was not on her own _ 
ftrength that ſhe relied for power to bear 
* under ſuch a load of hopeleſs miſery. 
The woman who had remained an atten- 
tive but forgotten ſpectator of all her move- 
ments, ſaw her with ſurpriſe riſe from her 
chair, with an air of dignified humility, 
proſtrating herſelf upon her knees, continue 
for ſome moments in fervent prayer. 
When ſhe aroſe ſhe caſt her eyes upon 
the woman, and appeared to ſee her for the 
firſt time. She advanced towards her, and 
with a mild and complacent aſpect held out 

Eels pour her” 
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her hands towards her; ſeeming by is 
action to beſpeak her friendſhip, andꝭ to des 


elare her own ſubmiſſion. The woman, 


firuck and moved by her manner and look, 
could not forbear raiſing the hand that was 
offered her to her lips, and then immedi- 
ately preſenting her with ſome of her clothes, 


_endeavoured to make her underſtand how 


ready ſhe ſhould be to- ſerve her. From 
this moment it ſeemed as if a treaty of ami- 


ty was ſealed between them, and Ellen felt 


ſomething like hope revive in her boſom. 

When Ellen was dreſſed, her attendant 
opened the door of a room which was op- 
poſite to the one that led to the bed cham- 
ber, and invited Ellen to enter it. Ellen 
found this room much larger than either 
the dreſſing· room or bed- chamber, and 
caſting her eyes round it, ſaw in the man- 
ner in which it was furniſhed, a ſad cer- 


tainty of the intended length of her captivity. 


Two bookcaſes, which with the books 


they contained ſeemed to be new, and re- 


cently put u p- filled the large receſſes on 
| each 
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_ each ſide of the fire; a harpſichord, which 
alſo appeared to be new, ſtood on one fide 
of the room, near it was placed a harp; a 
writing table, furniſhed with all the mate- 
rials neceflary for writing, ſtood near the 
fire; a ſofa, and one or two chairs, of dif- 
ferent forms and dimenſions, with ene or 
two more tables made up the furniture. 
The room was fitted tp with ſtriped linen, 
and there ſeemed diffuſed over the whole 
an air of cheerfulneſs that ſuited illwith the. 
ſadneſs of Ellen's ſoul: Hitherto the had 
not ſhed a tear ; on beholding an apart. 
ment ſo evidently prepared for her ſolitary 
priſon, ſhe burſt into a paſſion of wee ping, 
and threw herſelf on the ſofa, in an agony: 
of mind not to be deſcribed. 
The calmneſs which ſhe had hitherto 
preſerved, aroſe more from the ſtunning 
nature of the blow ſhe had received, and 
the natural temper and acquired habits of 
her mind, than from any fortitude that ſhe 
had yet been able to aſſume upon the pre- 
| ſent occaſion : Suddenly and irreſiſtibly the 
. | recollection, 
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recollection of Engliſh friends and Engliſh 
joys ruſhed upon her heart, and the ſenſe 
of their miſery in the loſs of her, and of 
her's in the loſs of them, formed a mingled 
torture, of ſo acute a kind, as for a time 
overcame all her ſenſe of the duty of reſigna- 

tion, and all her fears for the ſafety of 
ber child. Agitated by convulſive twitch- 
ings, almoſt choaked - by her riſing ſobs, 

the lay for ſome time in a ſtate of the moſt 
alarming diſorder. _ 

Her new friend, not- more 0 than 
grie ved for the ſituation in which ſhe ſaw 
ber, mingled ſo much genuine compaſſion 

in her attempts to relieve and calm her, 
that Ellen, upon whom the voice of kind- 
neſs was never loſt, and whom death alone 
could hold inſenſible to the emotions of 
gratitude, began in pity to what another 


felt, to ſtill the loud complainings of her 


on affliction. 
She became compoſed and TRE patient- | 
took what was offered her, and returning. 
after * en to — calmneſs, ſne 
55 ſhewed. 
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fhewed ſo earneſt a deſire to be left alone, 
that the compaſſionate * Ulne at ie 
complied. | | 
Ellen, left to herſelf, wept without re- 
N and without meaſure, and this free 
indulgence of nature ſaved her overcharged 
heart from breaking. Her mind glanced 
hopefully on the compaſſion that ſhe ſaw 
ſhe had excited in her attendant, and ſhe 
began to believe it would not be very diffi- 
cult to win her over to her wiſhes. - 
She wiſhed but to be able to write to Sir 
William, fecure, could ſhe once induce 
him to come to an explanation, that ſhe 
muſt convince him of her innocence: The 
rigour of his dealings towards her were all 
founded on error, and hence, thoſe paſſages 
of his letter which had at firſt given her 
the moſt poignant diſtreſs, now inſpired 
her with hope. Were J the victim of his 
| hatred, (thought Ellen) no juftification 
would avail me: But while I am a ſufferer 
only from his miſtaken ideas of juſtice, in 
OY my innocence. I ſhall put an end 
o 


1 PLAIN sENSE. 


to my misfortunes. It ſeemed ſo eafy to 
prove this innocence to any one with whom 
the could ſpeak, that the moſt bitter of her 
regrets at this moment was her 1 incapacity t to 
converſe with Mrs. Ulrie. 
This tender-hearted woman returned i ina 
few hours to Ellen's apartment, bringing 
with her a nicely prepared meal, of which 
| ſhe prefled Ellen with ſo much kindneſs to 
partake that ſhe could not wholly refuſe 
her but Ellen could not eat: Mrs. Ulric, 
| however, induced her to drink a glaſs of 
wine, and again left her to herſelf. 1 
The cloſe of this melancholy day now 
came on, and from thoſe changes to which 
the mind in the firſt ſtages of affliction is 
ſubject, grief ſeemed to return with freſh 
force, as the ſhades of evening overſpread the 
apartment; nor was her grief wholly un- 
mixed with a degree of terror: Frightful 
images aroſe in her mind, and ſhe ſcarcely 
dared truſt herſelf with conſidering, to what 
means ſo violent as thoſe already taken, by. 
Sis William might ultimately lead. But 
eh aa e 
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Lieſe unfounded fears aroſe wholly from the 
ſhattered ſtate of her nerves—the benevo= 
lent countenance of Mrs. Ulric, illuminat- 
ed by the light of two candles, with which 
ſhe preſently entered the room diſſipated 
them in an inſtant, and Ellen eaſily admit- 
ted the folly of tormenting herſelf with 
imaginary evils, when ſhe ich ſo ha you! 
ones to deplore. | J 
The fatigues that Ellen had Ae 
5 three days had entirely exhauſted her 
ſtrength, and ſhe readily yielded to the ſigns 
by which ſhe underſtood Mrs. Ulric to de- 
fire her to go to bed. When there, weari- 
neſs ſo overcame affliction, that if ſhe found 
no refreſhment, ſhe at leaſt received reſt, 
Her mind was ſo full of her project of mak 
ing Mrs. Ulric her friend, that in ſtudy- | 
ing for means to explain herſelf to her, ſhe 
loſt a part of the ſenſe of what made ſuch. 
an explanation deſirable : She was reſolved 
alſo, to endeavour the next mo ning to in- 
ſpe every part of her priſon, both „ 
matter of curioſity, and as a means to aſ. 
| ; certain | 
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certain 258 ee of indulgence ent 


be allowed her. 1582 5 
Her ſleep, as it was broken, ſo it was 


Mort; ſhe aroſe early and looking for her 
wateh, now recollected, for the firſt time, 
by what artifice Sir William had deprived 


her of it; ſhe eaſily comprehended his rea- 
ſon for ſuch a procedure, and was not there- 
fore ſurpriſed upon feeling in her pockets 


to find her purſe gone, and every trinket, 
of however trifling a value, except the pic- 
ture of her father, which 1 was ſet ery 1 2m 


hie ĩ ] off; 


On the fight of a countenance, netic | 
never bent its regards toward her but with 


looks of the fondeſt love, now never more 
to be beheld by her, her whole frame ſhook 


with 2 and her heart ſwelled almoſt 8 


to burſting. ; 


© My father, 7 pied. FE 10 ts the 


picture to her lip My father!” repeat- 
ed ſhe, Now in vain do I call to you for 
help; now, in my uttermoſt diſtreſs, _ 
tent to oe 1 


$3. 5 Deſpair 5 
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Deſpair ſtopt her tongue. e e 

Oh! God,” cried ſhe kneeling down, 
<< be thou my father; thou canſt burſt the 
walls of this priſon thou canſt reſtore me 


to all I hold dear—to reputation, to friend -- 


ſhip, to happineſs ;—Thou canſt do more, 
thou canſt teach me to endure with patience 
perpetual impriſonment, never ending de- 
privation—lex 1 it be as thou wilt.” 
This act of pious reſigvation calmed e 
hurried paſſions of Ellen; again ſhe preſſed 
ber father's picture to her lips, and felt an 
emotion of gratitude to Sir William for ha- 


ving left her e apt a oc 
: . CHAP, 
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- CHAP. Iv. 
© There's fone in planet reigns, 
4 muſt be patient till the heavens look | 
With an en more favorable,” L 
SHAKESPEARE, 


: \ 


HEN Mrs. Ulric attended, ſhe 


W. 


drew with intention of preparing breakfaſt, 


and Ellen took an accurate ſurvey of her 


apartment. She found, im addition to the 


three rooms ſhe had ſeen, two cloſets that 
belonged to her bed chamber, one dark and 


the other light: The windows of her bed 


chamber and dreſſing room were both too 
gh to ale, of any thing being ſeen from 


e 


found Ellen dreſſed, and apparent” 
ly perfectly compoſed: Mrs. Ulric with- 


N 885 PLAIN. SBNSK. „„ 5 


We except hoy ſtanding; cloſe to them; 
ſhe ſaw they looked upon a garden, which, 


as far as ſhe could diſcern, was walled round; N | 
beyond it ſhe could ſee only woods, that 


appeared to extend far into the country. 


The windows of che room which ſeemed to 


be allotted for her ſitting · room, were lower 


than thoſe in the other rooms, and appeared 
to have been newly put in, they opened into 
the court- yard by which ſhe had entered, 
nd as the window of the light cloſet look - 


ed out upon the open country, Ellen com- 


prehended that her apartment occupied one 
entire ſide of the building. The window 


of this cloſet was too high to look from, 


except when ſtanding upon a chair, or ta- 
ble, and was ſo ſmall that Ellen could not 


have got her head through it; the country 


chat could be ſeen Moms it appeared wild 


and deſolate. 
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Ellen felt it a matter of . ape 755 
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or whether it was indeed the limits of her 


e g ſhe was reſolved to know. 
When Mrs. Ulric, who had attended her 


at breakfaſt, was removing the tea equi- 
page, Ellen aroſe, and went towards 'the 


door af her apartment; Mrs. Ulrie inſtant- 


tr put down what ſhe had in her hand, 
- opened the door of the room, and feemed' 

to invite Ellen to enter the gallery: Ellen 
: complied, and Mrs, Ulric going before 
her, ſhewed her the rooms that were oppo- 
ſite thoſe ſhe inhabited: Some of theſe ap- 
peared to be occupied by fervants, and ſome 
not to be occupied at all; and Ellen thought 


ſhe underfteod that one belonged to Mrs. 
Vlric; the furniture was ſcanty, and miſe- 


rably old, and ill correſponded with that 
Which ſhe had ſeen ir. her own apartment. = 


From the gallery ſhe deſcended to 


hall, and the firſt object that caught her 
eye, was che door by which ſhe had en- 
tered it thro the long paſſage that led to 
the outer court. This was now cloſed, and 
| faſtened oy a heavy wooden bar that was 
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laced ac oY it. She: went into the perlen 
where ſhe had been received the night of 
her arrival, it was gloomy, and by ſeveral 
things that lay about, ſhe concluded it was 
the place where Mrs. Ulric uſually: fat: 
The remembrance how ſhe had been be- 
trayed into her preſent ſituation ruſhed pow- 
erfully on her mind, and ſhe haſtily quitted 


a place which called to her recollection cir- 


cumſtances fhe could not bear to think of. 
Returning to the hall, ſhe made towards 


a door which ſhe then firſt perceived. Mrs. 3 


Ulric ſtepping before, ſnewed her it opened 
into the offices, but directed her attention 
to one oppoſite; ſhe opened that too, and 


Elen found, with great ſatisfaction/ that iti: 


led iminediately co the garden. Mrs. UI. 
ric, as if yielding to the deſire Ellen ſhew- | 
ed to enter it, made way, and ref peatully'. 
retiring faffered Ellen to walk out alone. 
Her heart bounded when ſhe found ſhes 
was miſtreſs of ſuch à privilege,” and the 
felt herſelf half at liberty. She traverſed the 
nv with a kind of. wild tumulcuous- 
22. OP” 
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hope v'of iminediate WIN but ſhe een 
cone) nced of what indeed her reaſon; if this 


had beena moment when reaſon could have 


been attended to, would have told her be. : 
fore, that every avenue was ſecurely cloſed. 
The garden was ſpacious, and ſeemed to 
be laid out more for uſe than pleaſure; yet 
at the greateſt diſtance from the houſe there 
vere ſome retired and ſhady places, that 
__ would afford no unpleaſant retreat, in ſuch 
veather as makes the onen air c preſrabl | 
oy the houſ. $ 
* Many parts af; the W were 8 it 
appeared as if the new building that con- 
nected them together, did not follow the line 
of any former wall that might have been 
deſtroyed. From this circumſtance Ellen 
concluded that the compaſs of the garden 
had been lefſened; at one ſharp angle, ho w- - 
ever, the meeting lines of which were form- 
ed of walls equally old, ſhe diſcovered a 


ſmall door, it was very maſſive, and though 


extremely old, retained great ſtrengih; upon 
it was a lock, but the faſtening of the door 
„ J 


ſe 
c 


t 


its 


PLAIN $8098. oy 


did not JETT to depend upon that: Ellen 


tried to ſhake it, but found it Pere 


ſteady. As well as ſhe could judge from 
poſition, it muſt open immediately upon 


the country, and poor Ellen ſtood for ſome 
minutes oppoſite to it, fixed in a deep and 


melancholy reverie, ſo loſt i in thought, tliat 


ſhe knew not that it was the hope of eſcape 


through that ety! that ee ee 


| | her faculties. * 


Starting from this temporary top por, ew - 


continued her ſearch, but finding no other - 
| ſpot in the whole circumference of the gar- 


den, from which it was poſſible ſhe ſhould 


eſcape, 'ſhe returned again to the door, 


2 again ſurveyed it with the greateſt accu- : 
racy, ag in tried to ſhake it upon its hinges, 
and again 


ound all her-efforts ineffectual. 
It was impulſe rather than reaſon (as the 


new caught bird flutters around its cage) 


that had :occafioned Ellen to make this 


| ſearch: had it been attended: with the dif- 
covery of an immediate means of eſcape; _ 


5 n was in no condition to have availed 
8 | D 3 es herſeif | 
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i herſelf of it, a mi 
reflection, to make uſe of it. 5 
Her preſent cireumſtances, which: bnd 


| Pe any diſtance impoſfible; 3 her total ; 


want of money, her entire ignorance of the 
language of the country, would have made it 


madneſs to have attempted an-eſcape, while 
there remained any hope of inducing Sir 


William to do her juſtice: on winning 


Mrs. Ulric to her cauſe ſhe reſted all her 


real hopes and rational expectations of de- 


liverance, and ſhe determined not to on a | 


moment in making the experiment. 


Being returned to her apartment, the fat 


down with the deſign of forming that let- 


ter, which ſhe hoped to be able to prevail 
upon Mrs. Ulric to deliver; but, upon re. 
ine upon 
the elt manner in which to enter upon her 
defence, ſhe found herſelf entirely at a lols. 


peruſing Sir William's, to deter | 


The circumſtances on which he gtounded 


her condemnation, were entirely unknown 


to her; and the conviction under which he 


Tee to Write, _ the muſt. herſelf ac. - 
Knowledge | 


£ 


ſt lives declined, upon 
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esel her guilt, as it took ory every 
uncertainty. upon which. explanation could: 
be founded, ſo it appeared to make all ex- 
| Planation EV 
But when ſhe attended to the FRO: a 
1 of criminality with which ſhe was charged, 


in the words, 1 was appriſed by the evi- 


dence of my own ſenſes of the laſt viſit you 
received from your undoer,” a ſuſpicion 


found place in her mind that had not be- 


ay; entered it.. 

len had never COIs Lai 6 chat —_ 
was mcant by her undoer ſhe had no doubt) 
fivce they parted in Devonſhire: he had 
attended her to her carriage, at the hour of 
her departute, and he had aſſiſted her into 


it, in the preſence of Sir William, of ſeveral: 
ſervants, and of many other people. This 
attendance could hardly be called a viſit;. 
and if it could, it was not poſſible to fix 


the ſtain of guilt upon it, nor could it be 
neceſſary that Sir William ſhould appriſe 
her, as a piece of information that muſt 


een her wich ſhame and confoßon. | 
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that by: had witneſſed it. FT his PEN? knew 
well, and ſhe could neither have had the 
power, nor a motive to conceal it; but as 

me was perfectly convinced that no ſubſe- 
quent interview had taken place between 


them, and as from the circumſtance of her 


baving withdrawn into the country, before 
Mr. Villars arrived in town, ſhe thought 


| Sir William muſt be as well convinced of | 
this as herſelf; ſhe- began to ſuſpect that 7 


Sir William, ſo far from being deceived, 


ſought only to deceive her that, delivered 
up to his reſentment, on being perſuaded 
that he ſhould never be able to touch her 

heart, he had reſolved to puniſh that as a 
crime in her, which be felt to be ſo ſevere 


a misfortune to himſelf. His ſaying that 
he had ſeen that which ſhe was entirely 
clear in her own mind he never could have 


ſeen, confirmed this idea, and made her 


conclude chat he only ſought to colour an 


act of extreme cruelty and _—_— with | : 


7 


the thin veil of juſtice. 
| Theſe W 1 den with deſpair. | ae 


2 —4Æ= 3 | had- 
- OY 4 Me 4 
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0 il doit hide! Kajies of redreſs upon the 


belief that her. juſtification would be as ac- 


ceptable to Sir William as advantageous to 

herſelf: but now-ſhe began to think that 5 
: her greateſt difficulty would not be in pre- | 

ric to deliver her let- 


vailing upon Mrs. U 
ter, but in inducing Sir WI illiam to give it 


1 candid reading. His prohibition to write 

to him— his declaration that he wiſhed 
| only for forgetfulneſs his acknowledg- 4 
ment that the voice of penitence would 
plead in vain, all concurred ts make it evi: 
dent that he wiſhed not to D her r inno- 5 


| cence ehiblifheds rs 0 ir 


At is hatred an: revenge and have 
” placed me here, ſaid ſhe, the tears run- 
ning down her cheeks, and it would be 
in vain to hope for FE deliverance ow, 


1 tenderneſs and love.” 


Her thoughts haſtily. and to the 5 

: garden—again ſhe reconſidered the walls of 
| it, their height, their folidity, precluded . 
every hope of eſcape that way: her own _ 


| La: ſtate, even could ſhe get out, now 
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s alſo ruſhed upon her mind; to owe her de- : 


liverance to her own powers ſhe felt was 
impoſſible, and as ſhe would not neglect 


any poſſible chance of putting an end to 
her ſorrows, ſhe finally reſolved, notwith- 
ſtanding her hopeleſſneſs of its ſucceſs, to 

try the effect of a letter to Sir e N 
Thus ſhe wrote. ns? Brinn cs 
I addreſs you not as a a penitent, not as 
an object of your love, I appeal only to 
your juſtice. I am innocent. Never, even 


in thought, haye T wandered from the duty 


| that I owe you; of this you will fome time 
be convinced; if, therefore, you have any 
conſideration for the future peace of your 
mind, Wait not for this conviction, until 
my injuries are paſt redreſs. . 81918 


I beſeech you let me ae the 
particulars of my accuſation, that I may be 


able to clear myſelf even from ſuſpicion.— 
To the preſent unintelligible charge that 
you bring againſt me, I can only repeat 


I ; 


. 
N 
9 


that I am innocent. If you will-conde- 


ſcend to explain yourſelf to me, I can prove 
| e | 


2 - 2 


[id 


L | 1 F 5 < 
| , T ITT . : | 
PLAIN suus n. 655 


: 
1 
x 


myſelf ſo. 1 know of no viſitz 1am con- 
ſcious of no invitation, that can fix the 
ſlighteſt ſtigma upon my name, of none 
that I would not avow in the face of the 
whole ee I cannot comprehend what 
wn I ſuppreſs; however, all com- 
plaint; 1 am willing to believe you have 
acted upon a iſles; and if you wilt only 
permit me to ſee and to converſe with you, 
Jam confident 1 ſhall loſe at once all caufe 
and all inclination to complain,” TED 
5 Having finiſhed this letter, ſhe reſobred 
. to affaiÞ Mrs. Ulrie with all her powers, 
- waida next ſhe faw' her—nor was the op- 
portunity long wanting. This compaſ- 
fionate woman, whoſe heart was ih ſuited 
to the taſk. aſſigned. her, was not adle to 

abſences if long from her unfortunate 
- priſoner, leſt ſome conſolation Bichs be 
| vanting that ſhe could afford. She enter- _ 
ed the room, bringing with her ſome biſ- 
cuits and a cup of chocolate; for Ellen, 


 frallow a morſel at dean, „ 
D 6 5 3 Ellen 


vith alk her efforts, had not been able to if 


| * : | PLAIN SENSE, | 


8 5 the . tha was of 
fered her with a ſmile, put a Part of one of 
the biſcuits i in her mouth, and taſted the 
chocolate, but ſhe could Pa: no deten 
heart ſwelled, and tears ran down her 
cheeks. Mrs. Ulric. looked on ber wick 
compaſſion, and ſought to ſooth her. 
Ellen ſeized her band, and preſſing it 
frently to her lips, Oh if you could be 
induced to aſſiſt me!” faid ſhe. - The tone 
of theſe words ſeemed to penetrate the 
heart of Mrs. Ulric—ſhe. too wept—T he 
moment ſeemed favorable, and Ellen held- 


5 ine out the letter to bers looked. 1 in her face 


— * Pe 


not © be miſunderſtood; it was 5 in- 
telligible to Mrs. Ulric, but ſhe put tbe 
letter back with her hand, and hook, her 


bend in token FF 
Let me prevail, ſaid Ellen, joining 
Ts hands together... 1 4 bog. 


- Mrs. Ulric withdrew af few > 7 
have no hope. if 150 *r me, ſaid 
| 2 „ 


705 — „ | # 1 **ͤ*f̃ WO EEG 
* * 2 f F 


elan comm.  - Gr 


Ellen; and threw herſelf on ber knees be- 5 


fore her. 


Greatly LUNGS: Mes. vie c ſooped ba. X 


a to raiſe. her. 1509 Hons {x 
Again Ellen offered her «a üb but 
Mrs. Ulris withdrew: her Hand and walked 
toward the door. e or12 
Have you no pity . faid a Billewui, 


The moving tones of her voice W 15 
0 ſubdue Mrs. Ulric—ſbe returned —ſhe 
raiſed Ellen to the ſofa — ſhe took the letter 


but opening the drawer of the writing- 


table, ſhe depoſited the letter there, locked | FE 


the drawer, and gave Ellen the key. 


The calm deciſion of this action 8 3 
Ellen of every hope; ſhe ſat for ſome mo- 
ments a motionleſs image of deſpair—the 
blood forſook her lips, and ſhe ſcarcely 
breathed : Mrs. Ulric approached her, ſhe. 
kneeled down before her, ſhe took her 


| hand, and reſpectfully kiſſed it: ſhe ſeem- 


ed to ſay, ** Unhappy That Lam 191 1 Cate. 


not do as you wiſh me.” 


Ellen was not inſenlible, e even to this yo foo 
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„ 


Sesef Kindreſs, Gtoe Sir Wülam te 
exclaimed ſhe, had you but allowed me 


to have been underſtood, how eafily ſhould 


| J have worked upon this worthy woman to 


have befriended me! But you have in- 


deed taken your meaſures ſecurely; you 


have indeed Known how t to ie ts ruin 


complete.“ 


Ellen wept 1 as he ee 
chef words, and Mrs. Ulric ſeemed ſo af- 


fected, that Ellen refolved to make one 


more effort to prevail on her to receive her 


letter. But, as ſhe was about to unlock 
the drawer, Mrs. Ulric perceiving her in- 
tention, placed her hand upon it, and evi- 
dently ſhewed her that the attempt would 
be in vain; and Ellen at length perſuaded 


that Mrs. Ulrie was inexorable only from 
what ſhe confidered as a l ee of "ly 
ar ger LY 
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„ Falſe accuſations bluſh, and TROY 


Wh. « Tremble re nt ata 
| SHAKESPEARE. | 


AR 
$7 


rRS. ULRIC bad not the! ſhadow of 
141 a doubt of Ellen's guilt: Sir Wit: 
liam had made it clear to her by a detail of 
circumſtances that ſeemed to admit but of 
one explanation. His own diſtreſs, the 
tender conſideration, which, even in pre- 
paring the puniſhment, he had manifeſted - 
for every poſſible confolation to be admi- 
niſtered to Ellen not incompatible with that 
DI; had convinced Mrs. Ulric of 
the pats his love, and the bitterneſs of 
his | 
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1 regret, for the meaſures that he thought 5 
himſelf obliged to purſue; theſe circum- 
ſtances, joined with the agonies ſhe had 
| ee in him, when the moment ab laſt 
came of delivering Ellen into her hands, 


left her not a ſuſpicion but that a certainty 


that Ellen was no longer deſerving of his 


love, could be alone his motive for with- 


«> oe 


drawing it. OE at Woe 


$8 


"There . were two. 3 in which Sir 
William knowingly deceived Mrs. Ulric. 


He had repreſented to her that even in the 
puniſhment- to which he had doomed 
Ellen, he had been actuated by motives of | 
mercy— that a much ſeverer fate awaited 
her from the cuſtoms of her on country 
and from the indignation of her parents, 
and if he were to deliver her to them, not 
only impriſonment would be her lot, but an 
| impriſonment of a much more rigorous 
kind, aggravated 1 een e and . 


ſtripes. 


Mrs. Ultic did n not 1 confider Sir | 
William only: as one of the moſt injured : 
_ od and 


£ 


* 
* 


and unfortunate of men, but as one of the 


moſt compaſſionate and worthy. This de- 
ceit had been ſuggeſted from a knowledge 
of Mrs. Ulric' s character, who would never 
have conſented to have become an inſtru- | 
ment to ſo much injuſtice, as was attached 
to Sir William's conduct, even in the caſe 
of Ellen's actual guilt: but acting under 
the error into which ſhe had been betrayed, | 
although the mild winnicg manners of 
Ellen, with the graces of her perſoh, and 
the miſery of her ſituation, made the heart 
of Mrs. Ulric overflow with the ſofteſt : 
compaſſion, yet did iſhe not look upon her : 
as puniſhed more than her crimes deſerved, 
or feel inclined to do ought toward reſtor- 
ing her to the confidence of a huſband, 
whom ſhe, believed ſhe bad fo SO 


injured. ro La IE 


++ In ae anke 7 Sir William | 


had miſled. Mrs. L lric, and from ſomething 


of a ſimilar motive, wiſhing by accumulated 
Proofs of Ellen's guilt to take away the poſ- 
ent of her a Fa: 
able 


bility at any future mom 
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able to ar any biene upon bim i in 7M 
mind of a perſon on whoſe fidelity he was, 
after all his precautions, obliged to depend 


for the final 1 OE. of bis 9 88 | 


poſes. fb 


He had 93 ine to Mrs. Vine, 


| that the child of which Ellen was then big, 
was the offepring of this guilty love, which 


| ſhe was now to expiate by perpetual im- 


priſonment. It therefore happened, that 
Mrs. Ulric never looked upon Ellen, but 
that ſhe thought ſhe ſaw an irrefragable 
proof of her crime; and every effort Ellen 
made to prove her innocence, Mrs. Ulric 


cConſidered only as attempts either to move 


compaſſion, or as ſhews of penitence. 


This Mrs. Ulric had indeed been the 
perſonal ſervant of the Bohemian Lady, 


whom Sir William repreſented her to Ellen 
as having ſerved; but this lady was now 
dead, nor had ſhe inhabited the houſe where 


Ellen now was for many years before her 


death: It belonged to the nobleman her 
ſon, the intimate friend of Sir. William, and, 


* 
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in his preſent. circumſtances, bis own con- 
fidant. To him Sir William had commu. | 


nicated firſt his ſuſpicions of Ellen's infidi- 


lity, and afterwards his certainty of it; and + 


by him had been ſuggeſted the idea of the 
nature of the puniſhment to be inflicted 
— He had pointed out the eligibility of 


this decayed and ſolitary manſion for the 
purpoſes of a priſon, and he had repreſent- 
ed, that in the tried faith and gentle-man- | 


ners of Mrs. Ulric he would find ſoch's | 
jailoreſs as he defired; all he had to do was 
to convince her of the juſtice · and mercy of 
the plan propoſed, and he might rely upon 
her integrity without a fear. She was, when 
Sir William's friend recommended her to 
him, entirely dependent upon and ſupported 
by his bounty, and he knew would ne, 
undertake any charge with which he would 
intruſt her, that did not militate 1 her 
ideas vf rectitul ee. 

Sir William had reſolved, in ebe 
of what he believed he had aſcertained, duri " 
Gs riſit in Devonſhire, 3 to have remored Ellen 
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| abroad PRE” afinr ſhe was ſalficiently 
5 recovered from ber Ving in to bear ſuch "= 
Jener. | 
But Ellen: 8 ese in * i tion to 
Teeth ſo ſeemingly the reſult, of the 
pureſt integrity, had ſtaggered Sir William's 
before firm belief in her guilt, and had de- 
termined him to make one experimentas to 
| what her reſidence in the country would 
produce. He had been perfectly perſuaded 
that the child was t is, and hence his 
evident diſlike to en alive, and the 
4 {atisfaCtion he had e to eſcape him on 


jultifiable brutality in his exp! eſſion on that 
occaſion, and the effect it had had on Ellen 


be would not have done to have ed the 
; impreſſion Nhe made. 
I be placability of Elen 8 nn bad 
Fr his heart: He began to believe he 
bad been miſled by an unfounded jealouſy 
The began to hope that mutual love might 
ſpriog 15 bn en, and he had nearly 
| | ee 


4 LO 4 1 


* death. But there had been ſuch an un- 


was ſo grievous, that there was nothing that 


forgotten all his ſchemes of revenge and 
chaſtiſement, when the accidental diſcovery _ 


of Henry eſcaping over the hedge: of the 
garden, drove from his mind all doubt of 
the guilt, and all dane in ow TO 
ment 80 „ ics ade ofa 


done from the moment in which he an- 


nounced to Ellen his intentions of quitting 
England, to that in which he had n el 
her with his eyes for the laſti time: 8 
Otten, indeed, had the e ee 8 
tions been too ſtrong for his hypocriſy, but 
Ellen having no clue to guide her ſuſpi- 
_ Gions aright, he had eſcaped detection: She 
had conſidered what was indeed the break- 
ing forth of his future deſign, but as the 
remains of a jealouſy with which ſhe was 
but too well acquainted, and for which ſhe 
a cure from time, and the 


ſometimes hope 
e undeviating 


is moment 5858 vale nent | 
| N es to concealing and perfecting 
the deſigns which he was now reſolute to 
proſecute to the utmoſt; and to this purpoſe 
might be referred every thing that he had 
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nn prudence afherious endet; z 


and for which, at others, ſhe was . gee 
fuaded there was no cure poſlible. 
Often had the fair and candid fout of 


Ellen, which appeared in her every action, 


made him miſtruſt what he thought was 
the evidence of his ovn fſenſes: But the con- 
viction that he owed his preſent perſuaſion 
only to ſuch evidence, diſpelled every doubt, 

and ſo fully ſettled his belief of the falſhood 


_ of Ellen, that he could as ſoon have called 


in qveſtion his own exiſtence as her guilt. 
Having communicated his final reſolves 

to his friend, many fteps preparatory to the 

execution of his plan had been taken be- 


| fore his arrival in Saxony, and Ellen's im- 


ptiſonment was to have commenced with 
the winter; but when Sir William unex- 
pectedly found her with child, at à time 
when he could not doubt but that the child 
was his, his former deſire for an heir to his 


eſtate, which had had ſo large a ſhare i in his 


_ determination to marry, returned with freſn 
| ſoech to his mind But to! give à public le- 


her | 


r . 2 27 "yu 


gitimacy' to the infant that Ellen would 


bring, it was neceflary that ſhe ſhould be 


known to have been with child; nor muſt 


the date of her pretended death take place 
ſo early,” as to make it impoſſible that the 


to be e 


Child, eee fc 


could be ers. 1 


Theſe eee 1 ed 


| the term of her liberty; bue thoughthe cies 
cumfſtances of her pregnancy might delay 5 


che time of her being ſhut up, it woul 


the end facilitate the plan. It was only by 
a feigned tale of her death that he could 


hope to put a ſtop to the inquiries of her 


Engliſh friends; and there was no ineident 


_ equa} appearance of probability, a6 On fo 
frequently attended by the m 


te to eſtabliſh the 


lying-in would contril 


credit of the pretended event of the ſecond. 


It was therefore ſettled between Sir Wil- 
lam and nas that ſhe Mold remain 


at 


mr * 


upon which he could found fuch a tale with TR 


, 5 


oft ſudden and 
fatal catiſtrophe.” The dangerous ſtate to 
which Ellen had been reduced in her firſt 


— tg —— — e 
—— — — 
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at Dreſden until din three months of the 


expected time of her lying in, that Sir Wil- 
liam ſhould then remove to the Saxon vil- 
lage, that he might be ſufficiently near the 
place of her intended confinement, to ſatisfy 
bimſelf that every preparation neceſſary for 
it was executed to his wiſhes; and it was 


agreed, that when ſhe. was within a very 


ſhort period of the time of her being to be 
brought to bed, ſhe ſhould, under pretence 
jou ney to Wanna. be een 


of beginning bar} 
_ ducted thither. 4 . 


Ihe tale that Sir . William r meant to 1 5 
3 that being ſeized unexpectedly with 
the pains of labour, at an obſcure i ion, on 


the road to Vienna, ſhe had there expired. 


Sir William had ſome fears that the agi - 
tion and grief which Ellen would un- 
avoidably undergo, When ſhe found the 
| heavy deſtiny that awaited her through the 
reſt of her life, might prove prejudicial to 
the ſafety of the child; but he had alſo al- 
moſt equal hopes that the conſideration of | 
4 ieeunatianee might operate to en 


her 


— 
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her Ar a greater 4858 of patience, than 
ſhe would otherwiſe be able to afſume :— 
And theſe hopes, that were founded upon 
the excellence of Ellen s character, were 
not vain. : 
It was Sir William's intention to linger 
near the ſpot of Ellen's confinement, until 
ſhe was brought to bed, and when he was 
informed of the conſequences of that event, 
then to diſmiſs her from his ſolicitude for 
ever, and make all the advance he could i in 
the road of forgetfulneſs. | 
That no circumſtance might Lehrer 
obtrude Ellen upon his memory, he gave 
his friend, on whoſe integrity he had a per- 
fe reliance, power to draw upon him for 
any ſuth neceſſary to defray the expences of 
her eſtabliſhment, and he appointed an 
agent at Dreſden, who was to be paid by 
the Bohemian nobleman, to furniſh every 
thing that Ellen might require. To au- 
thenticate her requiſitions, which he had 
ſignified to her were to be written in 
VOL. 111. E French, 
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French, nothing more was neceſſary than 
the ſignature of Mrs. Ulric. 


Mrs. Ulric had therefore no bs 


| PRs with Sir William, and had ſhe 


been inclined to have favored Ellen's cauſe, 


ſhe would not only have had Sir William's 
reſentment to have overcome, but the re- 
luctance of her late maſter, who ſhe knew 
concurred in all that Sir William had done, 


and applauded the juſtice and mercy of his 


Proceedings. 

Mrs. Ulric had been e + to rm 
Sir William, through the channel of this 
nobleman, how Ellen bore the firſt ſhock of 


her misfortune; and, however favorable 


this report might be, it was very unlikely 
that the friend of Sir William ſhould take 
any ſtep towards reconciling him to a wife, 
of whoſe guilt he was perfectly ſatisfied. 
Mrs. Ulric had made a faithful repreſen- 


| tation of Ellen's mildneſs, moderation, and 


; patience; but imputing the whole to peni- 
' tence, ſhe led both Sir William and his 


| inead to believe that Ellen had been ſuffi- 
cientiy 


az» 
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ciently explicit in the marks of this contri- 
tion, to furniſh, if that had been neceſſary, 
freſh proofs of her former guilt. Sir William 
| therefore, however miſerable, was far from 
repenting the ſtep he had taken. He had 
truly ſaid, ** I am deaf to the voice of pe- 
nitence.“ To forgive was not in his nature, 
and nothing but the conviction of Ellen's 
| Innocence would have induced him to have 
reſtored her to liberty, and from this con- 
viction he was farther removed than ever. 


76 - PLAIN SENSE. 


. 
5 8 
4 Stone walls do not a priſon make, 
Re „Nor iron bars a cage; 


“Minds innocent and quiet, take 


„That for a hermitage.“ : 6; 
| LovELAek. 


HEN Ellen found all the hopes ſhe 
had entertained vain, of being able 
to move Mrs. Ulric in her favour, ſhe be- 
gan to turn her thoughts upon ſome other 
individual that might probably make a 22 
of the houſehold. 

She had hitherto ſeen only one other per- 
ſon, and ſhe ſoon found that the houſe con- 
tained no more; this was a hale ſtout coun- 
ty girl, with an open good humoured 
countenance, and though the being totally 
without themeans of applying to the inte- 
reſted feelings of ſuch an one was an ob- 


We to her ſucceſs, that, in circumſtances 
. which 
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kh admitted of any other hope, Ellen 


would have conſidered as invincible, her's 


was not a ſituation where even great diffi- 


en ought to diſcourage her, and ſhe re- 
ſolved to make the attempt. She hoped,. 
by the courteouſneſs of her manners to con- 
ciliate the girl's good will, and ſhe ſome- 
times flattered herſelf that precaution had 
not been ſo unremittingly awoke as to have 
extended to an ignorant girl, whom it was 


known ſhe could not bribe, the prohibition 


as to receiving any letter from her hands; 
ſhe had no doubt but that ſhe, like Mrs. 


Ulric, ſpoke only German, and had ther on 


fore no hope of moving her by argument. 


By having attended cloſely to the words 
Mrs. Ulric always uſed to berſelf, when 


ſhe ſought to induce her to any compli- 


ance, ſhe thought herſelf miſtreſs of one 
phraſe of intreaty in a language that would 
be underſtood ; and armed with this piece f 
of rhetoric, and a letter in her hand, ſne 
one day accoſted the damſel. But what 


was her aſtoniſhment, and almoſt horror, 
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when, with a broad ſtare of incomprehen- 
hon, ſhe was anſwered in ſounds more un- 
couth and unintelligible. than bad: ever be- 
fore met her ears. 
Ellen ſhrunk back, and 1 Ad within : 
her when ſhe found this freſh impediment 
to the ſucceſs of her plans; for ſhe eaſily 
comprehended that the girl was a true- 
born Bohemian, and ſpoke nn her native 
Sclavonian. . 
The many plans that Ellen had 14 to 
gain the attention of this girl, and the va - 
rious ſchemes that ſhe had adopted and re- 
jected as likely means, or as being impof- 
ſible to engage her compaſſion, and explain 
her own wiſhes to her, had ſo fully occu- 
pied her mind for ſome days, that ſhe had 
leſs leiſure to reflect upon her actual ſitua- 
tion. In the hopes of liberty ſhe loſt, for 
a time, a ſenſe of her reſtraint, and when, 
by the diſcovery of the impoſſibility of 
making the girl comprehend her, theſe 
hopes ſeemed to ſhrink to nothing, a new, 
and even a more lively intereſt prevented 
„ 5 8 
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Ber from feeling the whole of her diſap- 
Finn, 

She had received thoſe preparations for | 
her approaching indiſpoſition that Sir Wil- 
liam had promiſed her in his letter, and ſhe 

buſied herſelf in arranging every thing re- 
lative to that period. This ſubject being 
fully in her mind, ſhe naturally reverted to 
the ray of hope which Sir William himſelf | - 

ſeemed to allow the birth of a child afford- 

ed her. She endeavoured to diſcover an 
true meaning of the words he had uſed. | 

It was evident that he was perſuaded the 

child was his own, and under this perſua- 
| fion, it was but too likely he would not 
ſuffer it to remain in her care. In the caſe 
of its being removed from her, what hope 
could ſpring from its exiſtence to gild her 
future life? When Sir William had once 
announced her death to her friends, (and 
by a ſtory of her death, ſhe naturally con- 
cluded he could alone conceal her impri- 
ſonment) he had put it out of his own 
power, without affixing an indelible re- 
E4 prone 
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proach upon himſelf, to reſtore her to the 
world ; and however probable ſhe might 
think it, that he would defer ſuch an an- 
nunciation till after the expected period of 
her lying- in, which was well known to her 
Engliſh friends, as a ſecurity againſt any 
doubt of the legitimacy of the child he 
might produce, yet ſhe felt nearly impoſ- 
fible that he ſhould delay it longer. What 
good then could ſhe derive from becoming 
the mother of an infant, who, under theſe 
ſuppoſitions would be ignorant of her ven 

exiſtence? 

If Sir William, therefore, 1 foreſaw 

any advantage poſſible to accrue to her 
from the birth of the child, it muſt be his 
having determined, under certain circum- 
ſtances, to leave it to her care. But when 
ſhe recalled the earneſt wiſh he had for- 
meriy expreſſed for an heir, and the very 
evident care he took to preſerve the exiſt - 
ence of the unborn infant, ſhe could not 
for a moment indulge a hope that this 
would be the caſe if the child were a boy. 
| %%%%ͤ N 
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- The han; therefore, 3 in o Joubtſal 4 


manner he had endeavoured to inſpire her 
with, ſeemed to reſt upon one of theſe two 


ſuppoſitions: Either that he had ſuggeſted 
it merely as a means to quiet the firſt ex- 
ceſſes of her grief, without any intention of 
its being followed by any real good to her; 
or, that if the child proved a girl, he did in 
| yy purpofe to leave her in poſſeſſion of 
it. To this latter poſſibility, ſne clung 
with a'fond partiality, as to the only ſource 


of happineſs that remained to her on this 


ſide the grave. 


The more ſhe 3 uy matter; os 
more ſhe perfuaded herſelf it was probable,” 


and the more it appeared probable, the 
more it became neceflary to her. Soon her 
mind could admit of no other idea. The 


gloom of the priſon ſeemed to clear up, its 


ſolitude to diſappear ; wherever ſhe turned 


her eyes, this little girl was before Ber; ſhe 


faw-it in the helpleſs fatuity of the firſt 


weeks of its life; ſhe marked the firſt ſmile 
ol nn that ſparkled in its eyes; 
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ſhe beheld the firſt ſymptoms of asg in 
its actions; ſhe heard the firſt half formed 
articulate ſound that eſcaped from its lips; 
in imagination ſhe began the taſk of in- 


ſtruction, and beheld her moſt arduous ef- 
forts repaid a thouſand fold, by having 


gained a companion and a friend. 
If ſuch an illuſory progreſſion of but too 


often unrealized bliſs fills the breaſt of every 


tender and reflecting female, when about to 
become a mother, and communicates a ſenſe 


of happineſs, unfelt and unimagined in every 


other circumſtance, even in the moſt proſ- 
perous life, with what trembling tranſport 
muſt the deſolated Ellen contemplate a bleſ- 


ſing that would be her only one! How muſt 
ſhe prize a poſſeſſion that was to be her 400 


of joy? And how muſt her heart grow cold 
as ſhe thought this bleſſing might be with- 


held from her—that this poſſeſſion W 


be ſnatched from her arms. | 
But that all this fabric of happineſs ſhould 
e upon the ſex of her child, when 
her heart was diſpoſed to love equally a boy 
ö or 
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natural affections of the ſoul, and render it 


8 doubtful whether a mother ſhould view the 


face of her offspring with pleaſure. 


A ſhort period brought the matter to an 
ive, and Ellen was delivered of a daugh- 


ter. Ellen claſped the infant to her heart, 


and forgot for a moment her captivity; the 
next ſhe feared to loſe what ſhe fo highly 
prized. © Thoſe reaſonings which had be- 
fore appeared ſo concluſively to inſure her 


the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of a daughter, 


now ſeemed weak and unſatisfaftory—ſhe 


© doubted where ſhe had before been certain 
 —ſhe feared where ſhe had hoped. .* 
In the mean time ſhe recovered her health 


much faſter than could have been hoped, 


and fully occupied in nurſing her little girl, 


the days paſſed eaſily. She began to believe 
that Sir William had ceaſed to think either 
of her or his child, and truſting in the vi- 
ciſſitude which time always produces, ſne 
ſoothed 
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or ein, pointed to her appeckienGen the pe- 
culiar wretchedneſs of her fate, the circum- 
ſtances of which could ſuſpend the moſt 
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ſoothed her mind with the diſtant hope that 
a period would arrive when the ſhould be 
reſtored to thoſe ſhe loved. | 
Could ſhe have found any means of in- 
forming her family and friends of her fitua-- 
tion, ſhe would have been far from feeling 
her preſent lot as an unhappy one; it was 
the thought of what they would ſuffer on 
her ſuppoſed death that at this time formed 
her bittereſt reflections. Removed from 
the perpetual ill humour and injurious ſuf- 
ſpicions of Sir William, miſtreſs of her 
time and her employments, holding'in her 
arms, or nouriſhing at her breaſt the dear 
object of her tendereſt affections, ſhe ex- 
perienced a degree of calm ſatisfaction that 5 
had long been a ſtranger to her mind—that 
id E by felf-reproach, undiſ- 
tracted by felih ſolieitudes, repoſed itſelf 
in peace on the Protection. of a Providence, 
whoſe wiſdom it could not doubt, and of 
whoſe goodneſs it was affured, 
Three months were now fully paſt ſince 
_ birth of Ellen's i who to the 
e partial 


- 
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partial Waun of the mother was pals 
ready become a very intereſting companion 
Ellen believed, or thought ſhe believed, 
that there were none of her actions that the 
child did not underſtand, and ſhe was more 
than repaid the compliment by undoubtedly 
underſtanding all the child did. PS 
Ellen now wanted no other companion. 
To Mary ſhe talked, and to Mary ſhes ſung; 
ſhe held her in her arms all day, and when 
ſhe had placed her in her crib for the night, 
the drew her chair cloſe to it, and with her 
eyes fixed more upon the face of the child, 
than upon the book ſhe held in her hand 
and imagined that ſhe read. The fear that 
her treaſure ſhould be ſnatched from her 
now ſeldom obtruded itſelf, every paſſing 


day took away from the probability of its 


being realized; if it occurred, ſhe was 
tempted to conſider it as an ungrateful 
doubting of the benevolence of Providence, 
and ſhe reprefled Os all Hg that 
Fs to ets; 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


75 Oh you bleſſed miniſters above, 


4 Steep me in R 
SHAKESPEARE. 


TN bis Nate af contentment nd Ga" 
1 was Ellen, when one morning as_ ſhe 
was engaged in ſuckling her child, Mrs. 
VUlric entered; Ellen raiſed her eyes towards 
her, and was immediately ſtruck with the 
ſadneſs of her countenance. Ellen, who in 
holding her child in her arms, felt that all 
the treaſure ſhe had on earth was ſecure, 
thought not of herſelf; ſhe held out her 
hand to Mrs. Ulric, and longed for words 
to inquire into the cauſe of her grief, and 
to offer her conſolation; but, alas! ſhe was 


herſelf the true object of compaſſion. Mrs. 
Ulric 
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Ulric at doun by her ſide, tha ſi bed, and ; 
——_ the infant from her delivered her a 
latter. | | 
Ellen caſt her eyes on he ſuperſerip- 
tion, ſhe knew Sir William's hand, and ſhe 
anticipated in a moment all he had to ſay 
to her; the blood forſook her lips, ſhe be- 
came ſick, and her whole frame trembled 
ſo extremely, that it was with difficulty ſhe 
opened the letter—theſe were its contents: 
] am willing to perſuade myſelf that 
my preſent defign will meet with a ready 
acquieſcence from you. The - perſon who 
delivers this letter has orders to take charge 
of my daughter; ſhe will be conveyed to 
me with every ſolicitous attention to her 
ſafety and convenience, that you could 
_ yourſelf dictate. I believe, that as good 
ſenſe will withhold you from any oppoſition 
to this plan, which you muſt be convinced 
will ultimately prove fruitleſs, ſo I am per- 
| ſuaded your humanity is ſuch, as to take 
from you all ſelfiſh defire to make this in- 


nocent victim of your miſconduct, a par- 
* 5 
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taker of your puniſhment. When Gn * 
from you, ſhe will be in the full enjoyment 


of every bleſſing a father's affection can 


beſtow, and you ſurely cannot but wiſh that 


her cheek may for ever remain uminged 
by a ſenſe of your ſhame, and her heart un- 
wounded by a knowledge of your afflic- 


tions. If your heart ſadden with the thought 
that you will never behold her more, be 


conſoled by the aſſurance that from this 


period I ſhall promote her happineſs even 


at the expence of my own. For a meaſure 


ſo conſonant to the beſt intereſts of your 
offspring, no apology appears neceflary, 
and for the manner in which I ſee proper 
to diſpoſe of my on, I do not conceive 
I owe you any: With every wiſh however 


| forthe perfect reſtoration of peace to your 


boſom; I now bid you Ow and for ever 


farewell.” 


« Never, never,” faid Ellen, wildly 
ſnatching the infant from Mrs. Ulric, 
ce will I part with my child; go, go and 
tell his agent ſo. Together they may force 


ug 
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us from this place, but neyer tall 1 
ſeparate. 8 : Bs 

Mrs. Ulric Was . for the tears wy 
the grief of Ellen, but the wildneſs of her 
air, and the determined tone of her voice 
ſurpriſed and diſconcerted her. | 

„ Ah! Madam,” ſaid ſhe, 66 would you 
have this poor innocent remain a n 
priſoner with you?“ 

As ſhe ſpoke ſhe fixed her eyes upon. 

the child, with a look of the tenilereſt com 
paſſion, The ſound of her voice, and her 
action {mote upon. Ellen 8 een ſhe burſt 
into tears. 

No,“ rejoined Mrs. Vlrie, 60 you are 
too good,” and ſhe attempted to take the 
child from her, but Ellen claſping it to her 
breaſt, ruſhed into the next room, and faſ- 
tened the door. Here, in a tumult of paſ- 
ſion, which for ſome time ſuſpended everx 
power of reaſon, Ellen wept over her in- 
fant in all the bitterneſs of diſtraction and 
deſpair. But in the abodes where virtue is 
ee to _ the uſurpation of 

55 . paſhon 
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paſſion can be of no long duration. Ellen 
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was not ſo loſt in ſelf as to forget her child, 
and no ſooner did her heart acknowledge 


the cruelty there might be in a wiſh to de- 
| rain her with her, than her part was / taken, 
but it was with a pang, far exceeding his, 
who in his haſte to eſcape from immediate 
danger deſtroys wit h his own hand that pro- 
perty, on which alone all his future hopes 
of happineſs depend, that Ellen reſolved to 


part with her daughter. Never had ſhe felt 


a miſery ſo inſupportable, and which ſeem- 


ed ſo entirely to drive reaſon from her ſeat, 
as the thought that me beneia, ror the laſt 
time, this object ſo beloved, inflicted. To 


be reſtored to ſociety, and reputation, now 


became a hundred fold more important to 


her than ever, and the deſpair of ever being 
able to accompliſh a purpoſe, now ſo mo- 


mentous, drove her to the point of diſtrac- 
tion ſuddenly a gleam of hope burſt. 


through this gloom. . 


« My infant ſhall be the bearer of a Jet- 


ter to her father, ' ſaid Ellen: if I can in- 


{ 
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— 


aber him to hear me, I muſt be juſtified.” 


Ar this thought the turbulence of her paſ - 


ſions ſubſided, ſhe became calm. „ Who 
can tell,“ cried ſne, freſh hope kindling 


in her heart, but that theſe are the very 


means a merciful God, who never forgets 
his creatures ron ts has appointed for 
: wy deliverance.” ; 


Ellen ſoon afterwards reh before | 


Mrs. Ulric, who eaſily comprehended by 


rhe ſettled calm, and deep ſorrow that had 
taken place of a violence ſo unuſual, that 8 
Ellen was diſpoſed to ſubmit to the com- 
mands of Sir William; Ellen, however, by 
never quitting her child for a moment, and 
by evidently keeping over it a jealous and 
ſuſpicious watch, ſhewed that ſhe meant not 
to part with it immediately. Mrs. Ulric 
was willing to wait at leaſt till the next day 
before ſhe took any forcible means to de- 
prive her of it; and ſo far their intentions 
agreed, that Ellen had no deſign of retain- 


ing it longer with her than till the next 


ee This . this laſt night, 
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the nicks ever embrace. it,. . the hows 
of i its repoſe came, ſhe placed it, not- as 
uſual, in its crib, but holding it on her 
knees, there lulled it to ſleep. In this poſ- 
ture, with her heart filled with deſpair, and 
her eyes overflowing with the bittereſt tears 
that ever woman ſhed, ſhe wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to Sir William. | 
To the voice of reaſon and humanity - 
may my heart never be deaf, though in 
obeying their dictates that beat ſhould. 
Cleave in twain, 
el deliver my EWA to you, e 
- he is yours; alſo and becauſe l with not 

for any aileviation to my ſorrows. that mutt 
ariſe from my aſſociating her in my miſe. 
fortune: But whatever may be her deſtiny 
as to bappinefs, or miſery, ſhe cannot be 
the victim of my crimes, for I am guiltleſs 
the angels of heaven are not more free 
from the crime of which you accuſe me, 
than I am. S109 | 

© You have ſaid, you liſten not to the 
voice of penitence: It is not the voice of 
penitence, 


pLAin EI. 33 


penitence, it is the cry of innocence that 


aſſails you, an innocence as ſpotleſs, in all 
that relates to you, as that of the babe Who 


now looks upon you, and bids you do 
juſtice to her injured mother. 


«Tam unable to underſtand the circum- 


| ances upon which you have condemned 
me, I can therefore make no defence, ex- 
cept you will explain yourſelf farther: Be 


Juſt alike to yourſelf and me ſee me 


hear me—1 aſk not this as a favor from 
your pity, or your love, I demand it as a 


right, I demand it in compaſſion to you, as 


myſelf. My! ruin involves your condem- 


nation: 1 would preſerve you from tos late 
a repentance: Refuſe not to liſten to this 


 ſohicitation; conſidering the precautions 


you have taken, it is the laſt that can ever 
reach you, It is the ſolicitation, (I muſt 


. 


ſpeak oufs for who have I to ſpeak for me?) 
of ſuffering virtue, of oppreſſed i innocence, 


of wounded juſtice. Oh! Sir William, when 


1 offered 2 N a facrifice to the rights 


you 
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you aſſert over me, deny me not chat which 


the moſt abject criminal may exact. ne @E 
Ellen continued to hold her infant on 


her knees, and to gaze on its face through 


the whole of this diſtreſsful night, without 
cloſing her eyes, or loſing in forgetfulneſs 


the ſenſe of her wretchedneſs for one ſingle 


moment. When the morning dawned the 
infant awoke, Ellen put it to her breaſt. 


« Deareſt of human ereatures, ſaid ſhe, 


preſſing it cloſely to her, © and do I give 
_ thee ſuſtenance for the laſt time? Oh! my 
God, enable me to ro ſupport a aa ſo 


3 


cruel 
Ellen then proceeded to dreſs her child, 


— 


and ſewing up the letter ſhe deſigned for 
Sir William in a piece of cloth, ſhe faſten- 
ed it under the upper veſt of the infant. 
To have end eavoured to have conveyed it 


by any other means ſhe was aſſured would 
have been fruitleſs, but ſhe perſuaded her- 


ſelf that nothing could be more certain 


than that whogyer found a paper directed 


to Sir William in the clothes of his child, 


would 
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would u deliver it to 1 ad ſhe 
| thought i it very improbable thar the perſon 
appointed to convey the child, and who 
would not have ſeen her, ſhould have re- 
ceived any prohibition as to forwarding any 
letter from her; and even if ſuch a prohi- 
bition had been given, it would hardly ap- 
pear a diſregard of it to deliver a paper 
found upon the perſon of the child, the 
writer. of which could at moſt only be 
| gueſſed at. Theſe conſiderations tranquil- 
lized her as to the delivery of the letter; but 
the reception it would meet with, and the 5 
effect it would produce, were matters of 
much more doubtful event. | 
_ . Conſcious of her own innocence, Ellen's 83 
firſt thoughts had led her to believe that it 
Was only neceſſary to be heard to make this 
| innocence evident; and from the fame _ 
_ purity of mind ſhe had-felt a perfect con- 
fidence that Sir William's conduct originat- 
5 ed rather from miſtaken ideas of the pu- 
niſhment due to the crime he ſuppoſed her 
to be n of, than from any juſtifiable 
| reſentment 
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reſeritmient for chat want of 858 on her 
part, of which he was accuſtomed to com- 
plain, but which he muſt be convinced aroſe 


wholly ws his | own aer ee 


„ 
Mare fefiection bad introduced Ja 


into her mind much leſs favorable to Sir 


William, She e could not imagine any Cir- 
eumſtafices from which ſuch a miſtake, as 


that on which ſhe had ſuppoſed Sir Wil- 


ham to act, could have ariſen: The appeal 


which he made to the evidence of his own 
ſenſes ſtrengthened the ſuſpicion of unfair 


dealing on his part; and it had received 
additional force by the unneceſſary cruelty 


which there appeared in his ſo carefully 
ſhutting from her all means of making an 
application to him, and in the unfeeling 
harſhneſs diſcoverable in more e chan 


one of his laſt letter. 
Added to theſe Serbia were others 


that ſeemed ſcarcely leſs to militate againſt 
the hopes of her deliverance; ſhe knew well 


the ſtructure of Sir William' I mind—ſhe 
kn ew | 


* - 


knew how liette the had to h 


- 


into an error; _ be oda Se 0 
a conviktion, uhen by ſo doing he muſt ; 
eee, riority, and place | 

f for the reſt of their lives in the tight | 
= offending patty: As ſhe was 3 | 
how impoſlible it would be top 
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——— andl in fact was capable of 0 
forgiving, and baniching from her m nind a 


realottbly concluded, chat, if even any love 
for her remained, it would nor be ſuffici- 7 
ently: powetful to induce him to reſtore her 
to ſociety under circumſtances ſo diſcraces 
fully bumiliatiog, and ſo little r % | 
Himſelf | # OI. 2 . 1 e R * 85 | 
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Theſe refleftions . would 4 have 
had. influence enough to have prevented 
any attempt on her part towards moving 


Sir William in her favour, and might have 


put her upon turning her thoughts to ſome 


more certain, though more diſtant means 
of deliverance, if the inſupportable agony 
that ſhe felt on the threatened loſs of her 


child had not made her conſider all delay. 
in the hopes of rejoining it, a lengthened 
torture of ſo acute a kind, that ſhe doubt- 


ed her own ability to endure i it with tole- 
ho mhlc: patience. | | 


This feeling, no hs refleRion thas if 
he now omitted any one poſſible means of 
declaring her innocence, it might hereafter 


be urged as a remiſſneſs ariſing from con- 
ſcious guilt, had determined to try the fate 


of a letter io Sir William: but although in 
her preſent circumſtances, this was al/ ſhe 


could do, ſo little did it appear likely to 


anſwer the purpoſe, that it was wholly inef- 


ficacious in abating that miſery which the 


idea of ſeparation from bor child had im- 
| preſſed 


rain vans. „ 


— 


| pale apo * mind; and when e 
: ter was written and depoſited under the in- 
fant's clothes, a melancholy ſenſe of its pro- 
bable inutility filled her breaſt, and gave 
to the: approaching deprivation all the hor- 
rors due to à farewel, which, as to this | 
world, was to be final 7 4 
Ellen, notwithſtanding the hte of 
her feelings, wiſhed to conquer herſelf ſo 
far as to do that which ſhe had reſolved t to 
do with dignity and compoſure. 
The opening and ſhutting of ae Good: i 
in the gallery, now told her ſhe might ex- 
pect the approach of Mrs. Ulric every mo- 


ment; her eyes were alternately fixed on 


the face of her child, and now turned witli 
a look of apprehenſion to the door; ſlie 
preſſed her lips to thoſe of the poor baby, 
with a fervency, that at any other time ſhe 
would not have dared to have indulged, 
from the fear of hurting it: every kiſs im · 
printed ſhe thought was to be the laſt, and 
as ſhe intently gazed upon its features, ſhe 
kiſſed each ſeparately, with a ſenſation of 

On " _— 
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deſpair which ought only to belong to the 
guilty. Happy was it for the intellects of 
Ellen uad din ſerne Was not much farther 
| prolonged. . 875 3 
Mrs. Ulric e came EY. ane . Ellen 
riſing haſtily with an effort that required all 
her fortitude, put the child into her arms 
and ruſhed from her into the next room. 
Mrs. Ulric; ſtruck with her courage, and 
moved by the tendereſt compaſſion, com- 
mitted the infant to the care of thoſe who 
x already waited 9 receive it, and then haſ- 
tened back with all the diſpatch in her 
power, to adminiſter to Ellen all the con- 
ſolation that her humanity could afford 
but Ellen remained long inſenſible to lier 
kindneſs and her cares. Mrs. Ulric found 
her on her return in the higheſt ſtate of 
hyſteric affection: the diſorder baffled all 
remedies Mrs. Ulric's {kill in medicine 
could ſuggeſt, and continued ſo long un- 
ſabdued as to riiſe in her mind TA ſeri- 
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At length nature ſeemed quite exhauſt- 
ed, and Ellen fell into a heavy ſleep, which 
continued for ſome hours; when ſhe awoke 
ſhe was leſs agitated, bur ſo extremely re- 
duced in ſtrength as to be unable to quit 
her bed, or eh to raiſe her head = 
her pillow. « 

She continued for baue time ae to 
returns of the hyſterical diſorder, and when 
ſhe appeared to be recovering from theſe 
attacks, ſhe was ſeized with a depreſſion of 
ſpirits, that incapacitated her from all ex- 
ertion, and ſeemed to deprive her even wi 
the power of thinking. e 
Mrs. Ulric conceived nothing more like- 
ly to remove this kind of indiſpoſition than 
the open air, and a variety of objects: the 
latter it was not in her power, to any ex- 
tent, to afford her unhappy patient; but 
ſhe accompanied lier for whole days in the 


garden, where ſhe often induced her to 


continue by ſpreading a repaſt under the 
ſhade of the trees, or by bringing her the 
| F 3 N 1 
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harp, and intimating a deſire to hear her 
play upon it. Ellen was not loſt to the 
pleaſure of obliging; and in the preſent 
ſtate of her mind, having no deſires of her 
own,» ſhe ſeemed wholly directed by thoſe 
of her companion. Mrs. Ulric, ſomewhat 
to vary the ſcene, ventured to unlock the 
garden door, and to walk ſome little way 
into the adjacent country: the door open- 
ed upon a wildiſh heath, which was ſkirted 
by a thick wood, and in this wood they 
frequently walked. Inſenſibly this wiſe 
and gentle treatment produced the deſired 
effect; Ellen began to awake as it were 
from the lethargy into which ſhe had fal- 
len, her powers of reaſoning returned, and 
if ſhe felt more, ſhe acknowledged that a 
ſtate of ſo alarming an inſenſibility was well 
exchanged for one of ſuffering. The firſt 
reflection ſhe made was on the length of 
time that had elapſed fince the departure 
of her child, and when ſhe found that fix 
"weeks were gone, never more to return, ſhe 
| 1s gave 
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gave up all Hopes of receiving her delivers | : 
ance from the ne or beten a n . 


ee 15 


Hor he might mare bots affected if de 


leer had reached his hands, it is not poſſi- 


ble to ſay, but the trial was never made; 3 
1s. feeble 


and Ellen owed the loſs of t 
chance in her favor neither to deſign or 
treachery, but merely to accident. 

The circumſtance of any paper being 
concealed in the piece of cloth which Ellen 


had faſtened round the body of the child, 
had eſcaped the notice of its attendant; 
ſhe had taken it merely for a part ef 


its garments, and with the reſt of them 
having been ſent to the waſher-woman, El- 
len's letter, in en and defaced, float= 
ed ſoon upon the water. 


As Ellen had never attached mack hope 
to this attempt to move Sir William in her 


favor, ſhe viewed the total diſappointment 


of it without any of thoſe acute feelings 
rk t might probably have precipitated her 
7 ; 8 32 again 
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again into the melancholy fate, ak mind 
from which-ſhe had only began to emerge, 
and it might indeed be owing to her feel- 

ings being blunted as it were, by what ſhe 
bad undergone, that ſhe bore what ſhe con- 
ſidered as an undeniable proof of Sir Wil- 
liam's een n 0 _ 
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06 But chere is yet a 0 Gate * 
By poets, and by ſenators anpraiied;, | 
„Which monarchs cannot grant, nor althe powers | 

Of earth and hell confederate take 8 5 Ra 
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VERY 8 Ellen Weges to recover 
her faculties, and ſhe uſed every 
ponent her power to rouſe herſelf to ex- 
ertion, and to train her mind to fortitude. 
Patience and teſignation, thought ſhe, are 
all the virtues that I am permitted to prac- 
tiſe—In the firſt moments of my over- 
whelming affliction I was ſaved, by ĩnſenſi- 1} 
bility, from the neceſſity of an exertion, that 
it ene have been Ds __ made 8 


. 
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for what I then failed in I am not reſponſi 1 
ble; I am now called to make uſe of the 
reafon that is reſtored to me, and let me 
attend to the call: That life is a blank 


which is unmarked with the efforts of vir- 
tue, but it is a blank that I ſhall be called 


to account for in another. 
In conſequence of theſe reflections Ellen 


began, for the firſt time, to turn her atten· 


tion to her books. She found the collec- 


tion well choſen, and evidently with atten- 


tion to her peculiar taſte; this circum- 


ſtance ſoftened her heart toward Sir Wil- 


liam : Some few that ſhe wiſhed to have 
were wanting; ſhe wrote down the names, 


and delivering the liſt to Mrs. Ulric, faw 
her fign the paper; ſhe readily underſtood 


that this was the proof agreed upon, by 


which its authenticity was to be aſcertain- 


ed: She obſerved, however, that Mrs. Ul- 
ric carefully inſpected the articles, and El- 


len ſuppoſed ſhe was inſtructed, notwith- 


ſtanding her ignorance of the French lan- 
guage, how to diftinguiſh between what 


was allowed and what was forbidden: Books 
| however | 


| i 
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however "ag been expielily RENT 95 Sir | 
William, as what would be conſidered as a 
_ lawful requiſition, and Ellen was therefore 
Not ſurpriſed to find herſelf ſpeedily ſappli- 
ed with what ſhe wanted. As this however 
was the firſt experiment of the kind ſhe had 
made, ſhe felt a ſenſible pleaſure in its ſue- 
ceſs ; there was ſomething in it that con- 
nected her again with the world, from which; 
| before, ſhe ſeemed ſo totally excluded; and 
when ſhe found, with a certainty, that by 
the ſtroke of her pen ſhe could procure any 
gratification, or neceſſary that ſhe wanted, 
he no longer felt herſelf abandoned to wo 
degree ſhe had done before. 2 NH 
The evenings now grew long and the 
days cold, the lived more in the houſe, and 


conſequently wanted a greater variety of 


employments there ; ſhe had no call for 
works either of ornament or uſe; with re. 
ſpect to her clothes ſhe was ſupplied with a 
greater profuſion than ſhe had any neceſſt- 
ty for; they were all, it is true, of the 
Plaineſt kind, and ſuch as, (though they 
N * 5 were 
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were: ptrfoflly comfortable to her) * 
not be converied into bribes to thoſe about 
her. To work without any end, would de- 
feat her purpoſe; for how could ſhe be in- 
tereſted in the progreſs of an dmployment, 
which in the end muſt be vſeleſs? and ſhe 
found books and muſic were not ſufficient 
to carry her through wet and gloomy days, 
ſucceeded by long and tempeſtuous even- 
ings, without the aid of een or ex- 
erciſe. . 
In this e wy W 3 
Wot preyed too much upon itſelf, and 
when her imagination repreſented to her 
the diſtreſs of her family and friends for 
ber loſs; or when ſhe thougbt of her own. x 
_ captivity, cut off in her early youth from 4 
every ſocial affection, and from every active 7 
duty; but, above all, when ſhe reflected | 
upon her ſeparation from her child, ſhe F 
8 


found the taſk of ne almoſt beyond 
her power. I 
Anxiouly ſhe caſt her eyes. «around for : 1 
ſome f 
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Gann means. of filling her time and employ- 
ing her thoughts; happily it occurred to her 
that part of her Northumberland educ 
had been the art of ſpinning: No ſooner did 
| ſhe recollect this, than ſhe ſet about pro- 
curing a wheel, and every neceſſary to her 
employment. She knew the perfection that 
the Bohemian linens. were brought to, and 
therefore coneluded ſhe ſhould find all the 
aſſiſtance to her manufacture that ſhe could 
deſire. 1 She found her orders for 4 wheel is 
as ſpeedily complied with as had been the 
ode ſhe gave for books, and ſbe 1 101 
new occupation without delay. „Gua 
Mrs. Ulric ſeemed highly e when 
the ſaw her chus employed, and buſieli her- 
way in removing any-trifling difficultie zhat 
aroſe. This new intereſt;produced.a-freln Mi 
tie between them; Mrs, Ulric frequem 
brought her work, and paſſed. the Whole ö 
evening with Ellen: It is trug chey could - 
not conyerſe, hut they had by this time ej 
tabliſhed a kind of language between them- 
en that ee nn well for all 


common 
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common purpoſes ; and Ellen had even at: | 


tained the knowledge of the meaning and 
the pronunciation of ſeveral German words: 


This knowledge, however, ſhe acquired 


; againſt the inclination of Mrs: Ulric, for 
Ellen eaſily perceived that ſhe ſeemed to be 
ſorry when any word had eſcaped her, and 


the pertinacity with which ſhe always de- 
elined repeating any word that Ellen en- 


deavoured to pronounce after her, and her 


apparent wilful miſconception whenever 

Ellen took any means of inducing her to 
teach her in German the names of thoſe ob- | 
jects with which they were ſurrounded, mads 


it clear to Ellen that ſhe lay under the ftrict- 


eſt poſſible prohibition as to teaching her the 
language, andfheſaw that ſhe adhered to her 
orders with an integrity that all her attach - 


ment to Ellen, and the pleaſure that it muſt 


be ſuppoſed ſhe would naturally have taken 
1 converſing with her, could not ſnaxe. 
Ellen revered Mrs. Ulric the more for 


5 this ſteady. adherence to what, ſhe had no 


doubt was with her a point of duty, and 
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ſhe eaſily n che effect in conſideration - 
of the cauſe, though the dreary. melancholy | 1 
of her life were ſo beyond meaſure in- ⁊ũ 
cereaſed by this very circumſtance. - Had it ; 
not been for thoſe ſcruples in Mrs. 'Ulric; Mi 
nothing could have been more eaſy than ſo r 
Ellen to have learnt German, and as nue 
never loſt ſight of the hope of acquiring the 
language, as one moſt eſſential means to 
bring about her deliverance; ſhe treaſured 
up in her memory all that ſhe had learnt 
from Mrs. Ulric, and in ſpite of her pre- 
caution, ſhe added e a I" - 
to herſtore. | 4 12; | 
The winter aſd. 8 the gen hg 
a plan had ſucceeded fully, and Ellen now: 
began to intereſt herſelf about the clath that 
Vas to be ſent to the weaver, and that which 
was to be returned from him; ſhe could 
; not ſometimes help ſmiling at the artificial 5 
buſineſs ſhe had contrived for hetſelf, and 
at the perfect earneſtneſs in whieh ſhe ſaw: 
Mrs. Ulric about the matter; but ſhe care- 
e avoided i deftroping. * illuſion, and 
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went on ſpinning as if her web were to be 


as long as Penelope's might have been, but 
for the back ward labours of her hand.“ 


Ellen's health was now thoroughly eſta- 
bliſhed,-and ſhe endeavoured to add a de- 


gree of cheerfulneſs to the patience and re- 
ſignation ſhe had hitherto practiſed. By 


frequently repeating to herſelf all the Ger- 
man ſhe could pick up from her companion, | 
her thoughts were more than ever: fixed 
upon the lauguage, and with ſo few cir- 
eumſtances to divert them from any object, 


dich even from a flight motive might have 


engaged them, it is not wonderful if they 


were almoſt inceſſantly bent upon one, 


from which | fo: impartant an advantage 
might he gained to artai the German 
language became now the firſt wifh of El- 


len's mind, and OG as to good 
| fome vigorous ſtep towards it. 


b Sbe kad-hicherrasforborn to ſend for 0 


books neceſſary to her inſtruction, as far as 
it was poſſible ſhe could inſtruct herſelf, 


85 from ds n was a requeſt 
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upon which Mrs. Ulric would infallibly put | 


a negative: But obſerving that Mrs. Ulric 


now ſeldom caſt her eye over the articles 


contained in the liſts ſhe ſigned, ſhe re- 
ſolred to hazard the attempt. 


Amongſt ſeveral other things which the 


FOR for, only with the deſign of making 


the liſt larger, that ſo any particular article 


might more'probably paſs unnoriced, ſhe 
put down all the German books ſhe thought 
neceſſary to her purpoſe. She delivered 


this liſt to Mrs. Ul:ic the next time lhe 
viſited her apartment; it was with no ſmall _ 
| - degree of ſolicitude ſhe atten Jed. its fate, 


but ſhe had the fatisfaftion to ſee it figned 


without hefitation, or inſpection, and in- 


ſtantly ſealed and directed, by which diſpatch 


ſhe concluded there was ſome immediate 
means of ſending it to Dreſden, and ſhe 


was confirmed in this conjecture by the 


: ſpeed with | which ſhe | received the packet 

in return. And now, for the firſt time ſhe 

had a ſecret from Mrs. Ulric, ſhe carefully 

locked up her German treaſure, and took _ 
23 & 3 Care 
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care to ane: the door of her room be 


ever ſhe recurred to the ſtudy of that lan- 
guage. It was with the greateſt afſiduity. | 
that ſhe purſued hertaſk, but without ſome 
oral aſſiſtance ſhe ſoon-ſaw cauſe to fear 
that ſhe: would make no progreſs. that could 
be uſeful to the great purpoſe, for which 
alone at this time; ſhe had thought of ac- 
quiring the knowledge of the German 
tongue. She found, however an incidental 
| advantage in her new ſtudy; this was em 
pleyment, and German for a time e 
__  reded ſpinning. Ho PORES” TOLL 4 4 
In thefe ſeveral occupations, diverſified 
with muſic and cheſs, in which ſhe bad 
diſcovered Mrs. Ulric to be ſome what of a 
proficient, with a regular courſe of reading, 
and in the regulation of her own mind, 


ſupported with a vague hope that at ſome 
diſtant period her deliverance might make 


a part of the defigns of Providence, Ellen 


paſſed her time; and ſuch was the tran- 


quillity that the innocence” of her heart and 
5 equanimity of her — ſecured to 


„ 


her, under the deprivation of nearly all 
that is ſuppoſed to make life defirable, that 
not only ſhe enjoyed a degree of happineſs 


unknown to the moſt proſperous guilt, but 
ſuch as is unattainable even in the over 
eager FRA of the moſt legitimate e 5 


N 


healthy and ative. the: 701505 which even 
the chagrins of the firſt months of her mar- 
riage had baniſhed, returned to her cheeks, 
her eyes recovered their vivacity, her well 
formed limbs acquired alf their natural agi - 
lity, and perhaps Ellen had never in the 
whole courſe of her life appeared an object 
ſo proper to excite love and admiration as 


ſhe did at this preſent bean enen 5 | 


be,: 1 0 lach; a foſe.1 18 doomed for ever 15 
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- «Sweet is the breath of vernal ſhower, | 
1 The bee's collected treaſure: ſweet, | | 
Sweet muſic's melting fall; but e 7 


0 The ſtill ſmall voice of gratitude.” „ T 
: Sonar, 


wo years were now paſſed, "eg a 
third far advanced, ſince Ellen en- 


bird th(entls.of this dreary habitation : No 
change ſeemed to await her; and amidſt 


the never ceaſing viciſſitude of human af- 


fairs her fate alone ſeemed fixed, as if the 


grave indeed had incloſed her. Bur he who 
could break the bonds of death, was not 


impotent to open the doors of her priſon. 
About ihis period Mrs. Ulric fell ill, and 


ber 3 e a ennie fever. Ellen 


attended 


» x 5 ; 


eh a de as aa 


g. g. e 4 0 2 & 


* 


attended her wich all the allcuity that 


affection and gratitude could inſpirez<ſhe 


furniſhed her chamber with every poſ 


quently paſſed:the night by her bed ſide, 


and thought nothing painful to herſeIf that 
could- nene to alleviate eng of 


Mrs, Ultricſ. . DES EWA J 2 7. c 


It was in her 8 vidasrodiie cham- 


ber of the invalid, that Ellen; firſt obſerved | 


that the under ſervant» had been change 
and that her ſucceſſor was: a Getman. 18 "Ta 


this perfon, as Mrs. Ulric was entirely in- 


capable of attending upon Ellen herſelf, 


devolved all the duties of waiting upon her 


. . 


at her meals, or ad 
little ſervices) ſhe might want: Hlen ab- 
ſerved that ſhe performed all this it ſam 


thing, more than a common real to oblige; 
that ſhe appeared pleaſed to be employed; 
and often lingeted in her apartments with» 


out any apparent reaſon: Ellen imputed: 
all this to the natural good-humour of:the 


girl, who might probably be moved by the 
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Hate of captivity which ſhe und not but 


know ſhe was in. It occurred to her that 
ſhe might turn this compaſſion to ſomewhat - 


better advantage than merely having her 
dinner warmer, or more nicely ſerved, by 


learning from her new attendant the better 
pronunciation of ſome German words. She 


made the experiment, and found! it fully 


: anſwered by the alacrity with which the girl 
ſeemed willing to enter into converſation. 
She obſerved that ſhe ſpoke, what appeared 


to her to be purer German n than that ſpoken 


by Mrs. Ulric, and from hence ſhe con- 
cluded her to be a Saxon. This idea led 


her to imagine it highly probable that 
ſhe could read, and if it ſhould: prove ſo, 


| behold her at length furniſhed with a A 


W ro} tongues? ,. 
| She made the trial on the 1 and 
was ſoon convinced that her conjecture was 


well founded; the girl read with fluency 
and pleaſure, ſeeming; deſirous to recom- 
mend berſelf to Ellen to the beſt of her 
Boerne. The book ſhe had put into her 


— 
# 
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| Band was a book aß ſuck) enen phraſes 
as are calculated for the uſe of learners, and 
when Ellen was fatisfied with the experi- 


ment ſhe had made, ſhe ſought a ſentence 


expreſſive of her thanks, and ſhe: read it 
with as good a pronunciation as ſhe was 


| miſtreſs of. The girl ſeemed - forcibly 
ſtruck, and turning over the leaves, ſtopt 
not until ſhe found an expreſſion, the ſenſe. 
of which was, I owe all to you.“ This 
ſhe pronounced with ſo peculiar an danke: 1 


ſis, pointing at the French on the 


fide to Ellen, and looking upon her with 


ſo much meaning, and with a countenance. 
ſo ſuited to the ſenſe of the words ſhe uſed, 
that Ellen felt ne een on 
. known. FFTTCTCbCb(ͤ 2d 


When W are ee the moſt un ⸗ 
tutored will have recourſe to actions. The 
girl, as if impatient to explain herſelf, 
threw herſelf on her knees before Ellen, and 


paſſionately k iſſing her hand, pronounced 


the name of the Saxon village in which a El- | | 5 
len had HO ſo n weeks. This word 


l „„ gs. , 
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e recalled. 10 her recolte&tion. the 


Sw the nin of the lay 
to whom her bounty had; furniſhed! ſo ſea - 
fonable a relief when her n _ 


been deſtroyed by fire. 
Ellen's boſom bad long 6 a een 


to ihe degree of delight that this diſcovery 


communicated ; her quick perception anti- 


eipated in a moment all the advantages ſhe 


might derive from it, and her firſt ſenti- 


watchful Providence, ſhe threw herſelf on 


her knees by the girl, and with uplifted 


hands and eyes thanked heaven fot Wen an 
felt as an earneſt of her deliverrance.v 
From this moment ſcarcely an hour 


paſled wichout Ellen making ſome advance 
im her powers of communicating her ſenti- 


ments to her new friend, and as ſhe had 


from the firſt warned her to conceal their 


intercourſe from Mrs. Ulric, their hours of 


lecture were conducted with the greateſt 


8 A Ellen thought it unneceſſary 10 
nes F 5 * 
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un any circumſtances of hed: ſituation 
farther to the girl, than to inform her that 
ſhe was an Engliſn woman, and to aſſure her 
moſt ſolemnly that ſhe was unjuſtly de- 
tained from her country and friends, and 
that all ſhe deſired was the means of releaſ -. 
ing herſelf from her preſent confinement: 
She however fully expoſed her poverty, and 
her utter inability to reward any riſk the 
young woman might run in aſſiſting her to 
eſcape. To all ſuch precautionary infor- 
mation, the girl. conſtantly replied in the 
grateful and affecting words that ſhe had 
firſt uſed, 6; 1 owe all tb you.“ dn I; 1 * 
It was only by degrees that they came tot 
underſtand. each other with - tolerable eaſe, 
but. Ellen learat, through all the imperfec-! 
munication, that her grateful Saxon was 
ready to ſacrifice every thing for her ſake! . | 
When ſhe was able more fully- to under- 
ſtand her, ſhe learnt that ſhe had only been 
taken by Mrs. Ulric on a diſappointnent 
ſhe had of a ſervant, who ſhe had mbre 
„og hl. G „ . 


—— 
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22 Fran OY | 


approved ; that ar her- AHfnüinnoe { depetided 


upon her labour, the did not doubt, as her 


character was good, of being able to find, 


without difficulty, as eligible an eftabliſh- 


meat as her preſent one, ſhould ſhe loſe i 8 
in conſequence of her ſervices to Ellen. 
Ellen from her natural abhorrence to al 
Aiſpuiſe, heſitated? whether ſhe ſhould not, 
now ſhe could explain herſelf with tolerable 
facility, take Mrs. Ulric intocher confidence, 
but, upon farther reflection, ſhe found, that 


her preſent hopes were too dear to be put 


to hazard by a communication, which, from 
the proofs ſhe had ſeen of Mrs. Ulric's 


high ſenſe of the ſacredneſs of the truſt te- 


poſed in her, might be the means of de. 
" Dag them all together. She conſidered 
that in effecting her eſcape, ſhe did juſtice | 
to herſelf without injuring any body; and 
ſhe felt aſſured, from the idea ſhe had 


formed of Mrs. Ulric's character, that were 


"the acquainted with the whole of the caſe, | 


beer ge, in her deliverance 


. hele ſe conſiderations determined' her 1 


n „ ” chantitin 
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maintain her ſecret: She learnt from The- 
reſa the name of Mrs. Ulrie, and that of 


the nobleman in whoſe houſe ſhe was con 
Had and no eager weodwon nn What 


that he had ray able, with his aſſiſtance, 


. fo E e en in his en ſhut- 
ting her up. e ne ab 


Some lice Sos a wid pft Ul eri, 
Ulric had been confined to her bed, and 


though the force of the diſorder was abat- 
ed, ſhe was become ſo lame; that the 


could not be moved from  thences hows 
ever, as ſome amendment appeared *every | 
day, che time preſſed, for Ellen's beſt hopes 
of a ſueceſsful eſcape were placed on her! 


being able to conccal it Tow foe "ro from 
Mrs. Ulric. Fd 442 e : I 2 LET 
Thereſa and ſhe now dly-cofolteGaſſde 


tue belt mean of effecting this eſcape. The | 
abſolute want of money was a great ob- 


ſtacle, for Ellen was deſirous to purchaſe a 


peaſant's dreſs of the country, as ſhe hop- 


<d; 1 ſuch a diſguiſe, to Dn wholly un- 
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diſtinguiſhed from thoſe with, tha the. 


was to mix. Money was not to be procur- 
ed, but Ellen ſuggeſted the poſſibility of 
exchanging ſome of her on clothes for 
thoſe of the kind ſhe now preferred: This 


Vas accordingly accompliſhed, and Ellen 
found herſelf in poſſeſſion af all the neceſ- 


ſary garments. Thereſa had informed her, | 
that until ſhe could get beyond the limits 


of Bohemia, even the little German ſhe 


knew would ſcarcely be of any uſe to her; 
chat the Bohemians hated the Germans, and 
could never be induced to apply themſelves 
to the ſtudy of their language, though 
there were ſchools eſtabliſhed for that pur- 
poſe in ſeveral places: that, therefore, ſhe 


would find few people in the interior parts 
of the country who underſtood it, and tho 


moſt, of the farmers who, were fituated on 
the great roads had a very competent know-. 


ledge of German, there were few who w ould. 
be induced- to converſe in it: Thereſa 


therefore adviſed, that, laying aſide all at- 
n. at 888 herſelf underſtood, 'ſhe 
ould 
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ſhould truſt wholly to the: compaſſion her 5 


ſpeechleſs wants might excite, and the re- 


ward 72270 her muſic nega boy e e to 


| n 


The idea of As eber PROSE pat ao | 


15 vin ſuggeſted by Thereſa, whoſe two years 

| reſidence ina Bohemian ſervice had made her 
very well acquainted with the predilection 
that the lower rank of people in Bohemia 


bore to muſic; ſhe had obſerved Ellen's 
harp, and had told her, that could the carry 
that with her, a few tunes upon it would 
ſcarcely ever fail to procure her a draught 8 
of milk, or a night's lodging. The harp 
was too cumberous for Ellen to think for a 
moment of burthening herſelf with it: She 


had therefore determined to ſubſtitutes a 


2 mandoline, which ſhe had ſent for to Dreſ- 
den, and Thereſa "mw RM Mn: 1 


5 cedaneum. Digi 7 rn,” 
Allen could not del ſhridkidg 3 She 


FR” performing ſuch a journey as lay 


before her alone; ſhe would willingly have 
| ati W herz 
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me found * perfectly ready to vibrate in 


her company, the fleps that had led her 


from her native village; but, beſides that, 
Ellen, from her ignorance whether Sir Wil- 


ham had returned to England, or had con- 

tinued abroad, was very unwilling to ap- 

proach Saxony, it being the place where, in 
the latter eaſe, ſne was moſt likely to meet 


with him, or with ſomebody, who, from 
their connexions with him might know 


her; ſhe could not conſent to bring Thereſa 


into a ſituation where ſhe would again be a 
burthen upon her friends, when ſhe had 


nothing in her power to make them any 
compenſation for ſuch a burthenn 


There were ſimilar objections to making | 


Tor the companion of her travels in any 


ether direction, for let her part with her 
Where ſhe would, ſhort of England, ſhe had 


nothing where with to reward her, or to af- 


Aſt her in finding her way home. Ellen's. 


ſecret wiſh was, that Thereſa would accom . 
pany her to England, there ſhe doubted 


RO OREN „ ſuch a re- 
. compenſe 


op 


mpegſe-as:woild fully repay her for all 
ber trouble and fatigue; but to ſo: diſtant 
| a, peregriaation. (Ellen: obſerved reluctance 


in Thereſa, that ſne was too delicate to try = 


to overcame, and indeed a ſtill farther re- 
flection upon all circumſtances ſoon recon. 
ciled het ſelf-denial with prudence: She 
conſidered, chat if Thereſa accompanied 
her, her eſcape would be immediately dif- 
covered, and as ſhe had no means of fpeedy 
flight, and no place of refuge; ſuch a diſ- 
cCovery would inevitably lead to a renewal 
of her captivity: She recollected what Sir 
William had ſaid in his firſt letter, of the. 
precautions he had taken to render abor- 
tive all attempts to eſcape,: and ſhe became 
convinced that her ſafety in leaving The- _ 
xefa behind her, ſinee by her os 
her attendance 1 in her om 
after her departure, ſhe would not be oblig 


ed to announce her flight, until ſhe was le | N 


curl beyond the reach of all purſuit. 2 

The place from whence ſhe thought . 
an * to eſcape, was the garden. door; 
. 8 4 1 bace 
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ſince "0" had inlduloed her wich ex- 
rending/her walks beyond the garden, all 


faſtenings had been removed from it ex- 
cept the lock, ſhe (Lewed the door to The- 
reſa, who aſſured her ſhe e beet find 
a method of opening that. | 
_ » Everything was now ene tt Was 
agreed that Ellen ſhould appear indiſpoſed 
when ſhe made her laſt viſit to Mrs. Ulric 
before her departure, and that the ſuppoſed 
continuance of this indiſpoſition ſhould be 
the excuſe that Thereſa ſhould make to 


Mrs. Ulric for Ellen's unuſual abſence 


0 the ſick chamber; to give this apo- 
 Togy the greater air of truth, Ellen had no 


- ſooner e ned upon her flight, than 


| ſhe f:rhore, under one ipretence or other, 


her daily 9 Mrs. Ulric, and ſhe even 


8 © ſometimes ſuffered two days to paſs without 


Sine her. This was a ſevere infliction to 
. Ellen's: grateful and feeling heart, more 


8 . a 
* 
* 


elpetially, as ſhe could not but obſerve Mrs. 
Vuric ſeemed caſt down by this relaxation 
in her attentions; but the e yy the 


* . 
* 8 Y 
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cal flenced her ſeruples, and ſhe'confoled! | 
herſelf with the thought; that in future ſhe' 
could ſo explain her conduct to her friend, 
as would fully exculpate her kom ay 
charge of unkindneſs.' * 
Ellen took from Thereſa a direction 9 
Mrs. Ulric, to whom ſhe determined to 
write from England an acknowledgment of 
all the obligations ſhe had received from 
her, and to ſend her ſome token of her 
eſteem and gratitude; ſhe alſo put down 
the name of her faithful Thereſa, and that 
of the place where ſhe might tranſmit the 
reward for her ſetvices that e meant _ 
ſend her. 5k 
She nent fludied-all: the Pins: of FI 
many and Bohemia that ſhe had in her pof-/ 
_ ſeſſion, and having learnt from Thereſa the 
exact ſpot in which ſhe then was, ſhe ſketch- 
ed out a kind of route for herſelf, as ſonie- 
thing of a guide to ſteer her courſe by; 
here Thereſa could be of little uſe to her, 
as s her knowled ge of the country, except 
i e e e . 
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by hearſay, wh confined d to within. A ber 
miles of the place they were in. ad 
Ellen having made all the pad - 
| for her expedition, and taken all the pre- | 
cautions that circumſtances would admit of, 
appointed the next morning for her depar- 
ture. Thereſa packed a ſmall baſket with > 
cold meat and bread, at the bottom of, 4 
which Ellen put - ſeveral trifles that ' ſhe. 1 
 _ thought might poſſibly be of comfort or aſ- 4 
ſiſtance to her; ſhe made up alſo as large a 4 
Ibundle of linen as ſhe could carry with any 0 
convenience, both as a ſouree of comfort to 1 
hbhberſelf, and as a means, ifall others failed, 1 
_ of procuring food or. lodging ;. ſhe farther: 3 
rovided a pair of: ſhaes beſides thoſe; ſhne e 
wore, and being dreſſed in her peaſant's: I 
dreſs, her mandoline flung by her:ſide, her 1 
bundle under one arm, and her, baſket on- 9 


che other, ſhe quietly deſcended the ſtairs tt 
which led from the gallery to the hall, and, f. 
accompanied by Thereſa, made the beſt of i 
her f to the WE ; Thereſa eaſily burſk, ==. 
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Gel lock of aneh ee herſef 
at liberty ſbe ture to embraee her faicks | 
Ful Tbgreſa, ſaying, Oh; my friend, how 
mall I ever repay: you? Take all-1 have to 
gives as an earnefl that when have moe 
Iwill give more? „„ „ 
This 4// was a thin es old in a nbick * —_ 
f W e e father was ſet, and which 1 
he had looſened from the picture for this 
purpoſe. It had occurred to her tomaxke 
this uſe. of it during the courſe! of the pre- 
ceding, night, as ſhe lay ſleepleſs and di- 
ſturbed with the thoughts that ſſie ſhould 8 ft 
be obliged to quit Thereſa without leaving. 130 
with her any mark of ber eſteem, or any iN 
earneſt of what ſhe intended to. do bor ber 
in future. at. 3 Yo. =_ 
+: Thereſa . Jealinedi acbepting | 
the gold, urging, that it might be of uſe 
to her, but Ellen felt there was ſo little dif. 
ference between actual want, and the ſafe- 
guard that ſuch A piece of gold could be 
to her, that no conſideration of this ſort 
could induce her to forego the pleaſure ſhe 
Be” 3 | 8 6 | Bak 


ME ot IR = "RIO — 1 8 _ 6 £ a 
ee Dare Ras V's wh * —_ * . MF "POL he he x 
5 R r 2 \ * 
1 1 


1 
2 Ts » LOS. < 
Es hn SONGS ps tat ah ha 
Sos Fog LE Son ng ec yrs pA E be re Sari, F 2 
94 — EEG . e - 8 n einn „ e * e 5 
i Tb Ren . 5 * P 8 DE Ty 3 — ” N * * 5 * 
FFF. EIA Wear ef 34 = * ech Js Colt ao e eee e Corr is 1, 22. 1+". vl 
G Y A : i» 0 ot eng.” 
* * ** 5 F 21 
2 —— * A ˙— en ER. {4 "A . * 
ed - Ms r 1 2 2 — >>. et 
NE == : — — — Went bon ne 2 ke oh St =, 


— 8 n 23 
N wh 4 pp. COS 


x 


7 
128 
* 
: 
71 
2 
1 
71 
. 
37 
Fi 
. 
4 
5 11 
127 
N 
17 
"i 
+ 
#1 
771 
14 
42 
1 
44 
bf 
£1 
: 
f 
; 
4.4 
4 
: 


132 PLAIN SENSE. | 


: had in sg His memorial of her ured: 
rude in the hands of Thereſa ; ; yet, ſhe af- 
terwards experienced, that gold, ren of 
Heſs value, was to her of the utmoſt impor- 
tance; but though Ellen could conceive 
the preſſure of want, ſhe had not yet felt its 


weight, ſhe therefore forced all the property 


ſhe was worth upon T en and ae 
| eabeeting ber, 


God protect and e you, my he 


Thereſa,” ſaid ſhe, and be aſſured no- 
thing but death hall hinder me from ſnew- 
ing the ſenſe I have of my op to 
, "you? mo 

Oh. Madam, — the it 
hearted Thereſa, God: AT "ud 


* 


30s 1 owe all to you : 


And with theſe memorable . ac- 


e by a flood of tears, ſhe kiſſed 
the hand of Ellen, and after watching her 


move ſome yards from the eee 
ſhe So, and e it 2 ber. 
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TT was about five o'clock on 2 glorious 

4 morning, in the middle of July, that El- 

len thus effected her eſcape from a capti- 

vity that had laſted more than three years, 
and of which the miſeries had been height- 
ened by a ſtroke of misfortune, that would 
have ſhed a gloom over the brighteſt days 

of proſperity. Amid the variety of emo- 
tions that ſwelled Ellen's heart, at this af- 
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- an moment, fear was a voy predomi- . 30 
TI Habit ſo ar i bs pbek over reaſon; 2sto i i 
excite a moſt lively alarm when ſhe thus N 0 4 
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found herſelf wholly dependent on her owre 
powers——unaided and unprotected, ſhe 
Thrunk from the project ſhe had utidertaken 
—ſhe thought for a moment it was. above 
the ſtrength either of body or mind aſſign- 
ed to her ſex, and that it was ee 
to have undertäken it. This was but the 
thought of a moment, the next ſhe ſmiled: 
at the force of prejudice and tHe artificial 
imbecillity, and falſe idea of decorum, in? 
duced by cuſtom. She conſidered, that in 
the eyes of all who met her,, ſhe was only7a ” 
peaſant, and could therefore draw. on herſelf 
neither the gaze of curioſity, or provoke | 
the obſervations of impertinence—for that 
a peaſant ſhould make uſe of her. 4inabs; in 

moving from place to place, unattended 
and alone, was according to rule, and the 
eternal fitneſs of things.” To thoſe who knew 
part ! N | ef ans light fanher than 


ing one, EF feat was e ares e 
minine, in being alone; and that in fact | 


tha whole of her Journey was only to conſiſt 
ä | 8 of 


BLAIN' — „ . 


ofa 3 number of ſuck renapvals n. | 


| vids to. village. £7 "3 AS, 42 3 . MF 


Thus the obje&tions ol e were 


8 preſently ſilenced by reaſon, but there were 
yet certain difficulties and contingent. dan- 
gers that were but too real, and to ſupport 


herſelf under both all her natural force of 
mind, and undoubting reliance upon the 1 
ſaperintendanee of Fenridzen ga- were no 


more than abſolutely neceſſar. 


She had before her a journey of more | 


than. nine hundred miles, without. money, 


without a friend to whom ſhe. could make | 
herſelf known, without the means: of ward- 


ing off one evil that might attack her; 


1 ſhould her ſtrength fail, or ſhould illneſs 
ſeize her; ſhe had not the poſſibility of ſup- 1 


_ porting herſelf until vigour returned, 


until health was reſtored; ſhe was to de- 


pend upon charity for the morſel neceſlary. 
to her daily ſuſtenance, and for her nightly 
lodging; ; and from her ignorance of the 
route ſhe was to take, and the im 

ta mut find. 1 in ching her powers of. 
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reaching ſuch places as would afford ſhel. 
ter, it was but too probable ſhe would fre- 
_ quently find herſelf hungry when no food 
was near, and weary when ſhe knew not 
where to lay her head; if the public roads 
_ expoſed her more to danger, the private 
paths rendered her more helpleſs, if danger 
approached, and to the moſt eligible choice 
in ſuch an alternative, no wiſdom was ade- 

quate. Theſe, and many ſuch thoughts as 
_ theſe, alarmed but did not e the mind 


An N 1 


With all theſe difficulties ad a 

before her, ſhe ſtill thought herſelf happy 
that ſhe was no longer a priſoner, and if 
ſhe had been able to preſerve her equani- 
mity in a more calamitous ſtate, ſhould it 
deſert her in a leſs ? She endeavoured, by 


reaſon, to diveſt her ſituation of all imagi- 


nary terrors, and artificial hardſhips, and to 
collect all the powers of her mind to ſup- 
port thoſe that really accompanied i it. She 
reſolved then ſteadily to proceed; making 
| * nn uſe of her underſtanding, her 


patience, 


- 
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patience, wid; her courage, but truſting 


alone for the happy iffie of her endeavours 


to that Being, who is the defender of the 
weak, the ſupporter of the afflicted, and che 
eee the ignorant. 


It was Ellen's deſign to procundh Ege, 


b whence, as nearly as the could calcu- 


late, ſhe was ſomething more than eighty | 


miles. From thence ſhe deſigned her 
route to be to Frankfort, to Cologne, and 
through the low countries to Helvoetſluys, 


here ſhe knew ſhe ſhould find a ready paſſage 


to Harwich; and as to her farther proceed - 


ings ſhe left them to be determined by the 
circumſtances that might ariſe ; at the dif- 


tance which ſhe then was from England, it 


appeared to her that the moment the ſet foot 


on its ſhores ſhe was at home, and however 


impoſſible ſhe might have thoughtit | in for- 
mer times to have found her way into Nor- 
thumberland from Harwich alone, on foot | 


and perinyleſs, the confidered that the per- 


ſon who had found the means under all theſe 


CY! with the” additional one of 


an | 
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imperfect Janguagn,to make ber way from 
the heart of Germany acroſs the Engliſh . 

channel, was not the one ho ſhould diſ- 
treſs her mind with the difficulties that 
mi ight ariſe i in eee, ſo ſhort a pil- 


; : grimage. ee r 16} rn 1 
The morning was gay ry che Sn 8, El 0 

5 len walked leiſurely. on, and when the heat 1 
- ab the day. induced her to ſeek for reſt, the t 
found a ſhady covert, through which ran a f 
_ brook, where, unpacking herbaſker, ſhe in- 5 
Ade in the refieſhment that the friendly J 
Thereſa had provided, and ſhe quenched her — 

; thirſt with the waters of the ee that ran a 
n ahn MESOREITE, 2 tl 
Having continued in this ſer | led al g 
till the fervor of the day. was paſt, and till d; 
her wearied limbs began to feel the invigo- pe 
. rating effect of refreſhment, ſhe again began of 
her journey, and with the fame... leiſurely by 

| pace, happily arrived, as the ſun was ſet : 
ting, at a ſmall village: Her knowledge. of 0 
the ſituation of moſt of the Bohemian vil- elc 
beans had. induced, her, on u {hs ſight of a E 


— — 
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1 wood, to quit the public roadin fearch 
of one, and her ſagacity was repaid by find- 
; wider 


ing this, at the moment that the; mo 


cd for ſuch an aſylum. e 


Here ſhe was to make the 7 ex 11 r ; 
ment as to the effect that her muſic would 


have upon the charicable feelings of the in- 


habitants; placing herſelf therefore on a lit- 


tle mound of ſods, that ſeemed to be raiſed 


for the purpoſe of a rural ſear, ſhe took up 
her mandoline, and began a little wild and 


: lively air; preſently ſhe found herſelf 
furrounded by half a dozen ragged boys 
and girls: She changed her notes, and ſet 
them all dancing. This appearance; e 
gaiety ſoon drew others to partake of it, the 


dancers increaſed, and whenever. they ſuſ- 


_ pended their exerciſe Ellen ſung a few lines 


of a fong, or diverſified their al 
by a change in her muſic. 
She had foon the whole e Fa 1 
tors, and ſingling from amongſt the more 
elderly part of the company a female, whoſe 
countenance ſhe thought promiſed well, ſhe 


„ aſked, 
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aſked, in *Enplith; the Bur f a night's 
lodging. She had not choſen this language 


from the moſt diſtant hope of being under- 
ſtood, but merely to ſhew that ſhe was a 


ſtranger, and to draw on a converſation in 


the courſe of which ſhe thought ſhe might 
be able to fall upon a method of making her 
wants known: Luckily, however, for her, 


amongſt her auditors, there was one of thoſe 


numerous individuals, who travel in large 


parties from Bohemia all over Europe, load- 
ed with glaſſes and trinkets of various kinds, 
and which they ſell to ſo much advan- 


tage that they frequently return with a ſum 


ſufficient to fupport them in affluence the 


reſt of their lives in their native country: 
This man had, in the courſe of his travels 

viſited England, and knew the ſounds that 
Ellen uttered were Engliſh, and with a lit - 


tle cloſer attention was able to make out with 


perfect clearneſs the nature of her requeſt; 
"be explained it to the woman to whom Ellen 
at addreſſed herſelf, and it found a ready 


eee from the charitable heart of the 
| - Poor 


S2 28 3 
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poor 3 farmerels.. who. was. moved, 
with Ellen's ſweet ſounds, and; pleaſed with 
the ſoftneſs of. her addreſs, and the civility! 
of her manners: So true is it, that however 
vice may have introduced a variety of 
| cangnes. the language of virtue is univerſal. 
Ellen, after thankfully feaſting upon a 
boul of milk and bread, was conducted to 
a ſtraw mattraſs, covered with a rug, 
which had nothing diſguſting or offenſive 
In its ap earance, and with which Ellen, 
after having thrown herſelf upon the mattraſs 
covered herſelf, She. flattered herſelf that 
the fatigues of the day would procure her, 
ſome hours of ſound ſleep; but the novel- 
ty of her ſituation, and the fullneſs of her, 
mind, rendered this hope vain: If ſhe cloſ· 
ed her eyes for a moment, the next ſhe ſtart · 
ed, and awoke in ſome fancied danger; her 
ſlumbers were reſtleſs and feveriſh, and ſhe. 
was happy to riſe with the earlieſt of the vg 
friendly houſhold, and after having receiy- 
ed a breakfaſt ſimilar to her ſupper of the 
aid before, and paid for it by another. 
tune 
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tune upon her Mandoline, the purſacd h n 
Journey, taking the beſt directions as to 5 
her route de RR: that the» was able to 2 10 
cure. 

Three AN bad Ellen chus ee 
alone through the woods of Bohemia, and 
three nights had ſhe received ſhelter and 
ſuſtenance from its hoſpitable inhabitants. 
The timidity which reaſon could not whol- 
ly ſubdue, had yielded to time; ſhe no 
longer thought that the eye of every paſſen- 
ger was turned upon her, ſhe was convinc- 
ed ſhe was to no one an object of curiofity 7 
or wonder; ſhe no longer expected a ruf- 
 fian to ſtart from behind every tree, and 
when ſhe ſought a covert wherein to paſs 
the noon- tide hour, ſhe felt ſecure that ſhe 
ſhould meet with - no” interruption.” *Her 
mind, always alive to the ſimple delights of 
nature, began to take a pleaſure and inter- 
eſt in the ſcenes amidſt which ſhe wandet- 
ed; ſhe often lingered under the cover of 
a thick wood, more from the delight ſhe 
felt in the ſhade, than any need ſhe had of 
N % „„ ᷑ ᷑ ⅛³O 2 
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ret; und e often ptolbugell her ſojoutn 0 
5 by likes! ſide of a rippling brook, that ſhe” 
might continue foothed by its murmurs, Dr . 


from being unable to forego the pleaſüte of 


the Wand that reſounded from every 


ranch of the t trees with which i it was over- 


ſhadowed Often woôuld ſhe compare ber 55 


preſent mode of travelling with that to 


which the had been formerly accuſtomed, 85 
and her good taſte gave the preference to 


that which ſhe*riow purſued: : Here no im- 
pediments from bad roads, no impoſit tions 
from Inn Keepers, no wrangling with pol 


tillions, no compaſſion for the overloaded 


and worn out horſes; aroſe to diſturb then 


even tenor of her thoughts, « or to ſpoil her 


reliſh of the beauties that ſurrounded her! * : 55 


But as the taſte of Ellen was genuine, 


and formed from that love of nature whic Kk 
is the reſult of good ſenſe and a feeling | 


heart, it was pure from thoſe alloys. of ro- 
mance, Which, while they give a greater 
currency to what is called taſte, do in fact 
debaſe 1 its tik an While, there- 
. fore, 
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fore, as a matter of fling, ſhe 3 


wandering on foot amidſt woods and villa- 
ges, with no certain path to direct Ber, to 


A 


 knowledged: the, more certain comfort of 
a well built travelling chaiſe, drawn even 
by miſerable poſt horſes, along a road 


1 


which preſented. no objects but the regu-- 
larly placed mile ſtones, and thoſe poſts of 
intelligence which ſo benerelenur Pale 
the traveller from going aſtray. g. 
The weather ſince Ellen had ee 5 4 
peregrination had been uncommonly fine, 
neath dry and firm, but ſhe was well aware 
What an alteration a change of ſeaſon would 
make, not only in her comforts, but in the 


pleaſures of her imagination; and ſhe felt 


ſometimes, with no little pain, that though 


wandering in ſcenes ſuch. as ſhe was at pre- 
ſent in, when. it was voluntary, and the 


ſhelter, at hand, might be delightful, yet 
to the weary traveller who had no option, 
and no refuge to flee unto, whatever miſ- 
| chief 
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<hief might icke it was . with 


danger and inconveniencies, from the feel - 


ings and fears of which all its pleaſures 
would be moſt readily relinquiſhed: If 


therefore ſhe were. willing and ready to 


make ule of the amuſements which offered 
_ themſelves on the way, as the means to 


cheer the melancholy path ſhe was tread- 


ing, ſhe was not leſs deſirous to arrive at 
that haven of reſt, when ſuch alleviations 


would be no longer wanted. 
It was not however only 15 the n 


the birds, and the brooks, that Ellen in this 
forlorn ſituation derived amuſement to her 
fancy, or food for reflection: While ſhe 
marked the extreme poverty of that rank of 


people with whom ſhe now aſſociated, yet 
ſaw them tread a ſoil rich with every bleſ- 
ſing that nature could beſtow, and which 
aſked but the hand of labour working for 
itſelf to crown them with abundance, how 
did her heart recoil from the conſequences 


of that feudal tyranny which makes' the 


many ſubſervient to the few. 
vol. III. I, 
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Vet was her pity often checked ; and ſhe 
was led to think it miſplaced when ſhe be- 
held the cheerful good humour of the peo- 


ple, the happy air of their countenances, 
and the little ſenſe they ſeemed to have of 


their wants: In the hopeleſsneſs of their 
ſtate they ſeemed to find its conſolation; 
they were at the worſt, and proved how 


much leſs painful it is to ſuffer than to fear. 


If the bleſſings of free men were beyond 
their reach, they were equally ſecure from 
thoſe ills, the probability of which alarm 
thoſe who have any thing to loſe—The un- 


fruitfulneſs of the ſeaſons, the devaſtations 


of fire or of war, all were to fall upon their 


Lord; they were but another part of his 


property, and evils that did not affect their 
perſons, were indifferent to them: 


« Happineſs then,“ {aid Ellen, “is the 


plant of every foil, fince it will flouriſh 


even in the deſerts of flavery: Who then 


ſhall deny that the God of all is merciful to 


_— | i 
But 


147 
But Ellen's preſent ſituation called forth 
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reflections more intereſting to her than any 


benevolence, however warm or extended, 
or however lively may be the intereſt we 
take in the pains or conſolations of others 
can produce She had now ſubſiſted three 
days on charity, and the alternative for 
many days to come was ſtarving—a cir- 
cumſtance to her ſo new,, and in general 
conſidered as ſo degrading, could not but 
fill the reflecting mind of Ellen with a va- 


riety of affecting thoughts. The very peo- 


ple whom the tenderneſs of her heart had 
led her to pity, conſidered her as one de- 
gree below themſelves in the ſcale of human 


happineſs, and from the very poverty which 


ſhe regarded with ſo much compaſſion, ſhe 
received a boon, without which ſhe muſt 


have periſhed. But, though thrown from 


her rank in ſociety, Ellen conſidered her- 


ſelf not the leſs as maintaining her ſtation 


in animated nature; ſhe was ſtill one of 
thoſe beings who are placed only lower 
1 H 2 n than 


4 
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| than the angels, and who, in the eye of 
Providence are all! equal: : Whatever diſ- 
treſs therefore ſhe felt from the ungratificd 
wants of cold and hunger, it was unembi.- 
tered by any ſentiment of wounded pride; 
Jhe-confidered it not as any debaſement to 
be reduced to a ſtate in which a God, who 
is conſiderate alike to all his creatures, has 
ſeen good to place ſo large a part of them; 
and it was withequal gratitude to that God, 
and equal elevation of mind, though cer- 
tainly not with an equal degree of happi- 
is neſs, that ſhe now ſtretched forth her hand 
= to receive, as ſhe had before extended it to 
i give: Are we not all alike children of God's 
mercy, thought ſhe, and ſhallwe conceive 
there is greaterdignityannexed toreceiving 
it through one medium than another? On 
ſome he beſtows his alms by the means of 
parental inheritance, he gives it others as 
the price of their perſonal labours, but they 
are not the leſs abſolute dependants on his 
daily bounty than thoſe whom he appoints 
EY 5 
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the ravens to 950 Ee has arb my 
preſent ſuſtenance to flow from the charity 
of my fellow creatures, let me ſerve him, 
in receiving, as they ſerve him in giving. 
The greater bleſſing has been mine, it may 
be mine again, but in the mean while let 
me not grudge it to thoſe, ro whom in the 
preſ-nt moment, God has granted it. 
Ho much ſo juſt and yei ſo uncommon 
a manner of thinking, contributed to the 
internal peace of Ellen; in her preſent diſ- 
treſsful circumſtances, may be known by 

tho fr who- have experienced all the pangs a 

contrary way of reaſoning can inflict; Who 

in the loſs of every thing that conſtitutes 
human happineſs have breathed their 5, 
tereft ſighs, from the ſenſe of the ſhame, 
which they falſely imagined to be annexed 
to a fall from affluence to poverty: But, if 
| there be no ſhame in being horn poor, how 
can there be any, where the change is in- 
dependant of guilt in becoming 10? If there 
be no ſhame in ee innocently in⸗ 

oO IR curred, 


150 © PLAIN SENSE. 


curred, can there be any in receiving the 


relief that poverty requires ?—Can what is 
the virtue of our fellow creatures be our de- 
gradation? Be it remembered, misfortunes 
may afti, vice only can degrade: The one 
is often the beſt of God's gifts, the other 
is the work of ourſelves alone. 


CHAP. 


E 
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CHAP. XI. 


virtue is bold, and en fearful.” : 
| | SHAKESPEARE. 


WARDS the cloſe of the fourth Fre Gy 


of Ellen's wanderings,. ſhe began, as 
uſual, to look around her for thoſe appear- 
ances in the country which generally indi- 
eated where a village was to be found; ſne 
looked, but without diſcovering any thing 
that gave her reaſon to ſuppoſe ſhe ſhould 
find what ſhe ſought. 
She was juſt emerged from a thick wood; | 
and had entered upon a kind of heath, which 
from its extent and drearineſs, preſented 
her with an uncomfortable and alarming 
Fe no mark of human habitation, no 
H. 4. | mark. 
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mark of ſheer of any ſort, was to be ſeen 
be muſt either croſs the heath before 
her, in purſuit of the refuge ſhe wanted, and 
to do this would take up a conſiderable time; 
or ſhe muſt return into the wood which ſhe 
had juſt left, and there take up her abode 
for the night: Her fears forbade the one, 
and her wearineſs ſhe thought, almoſt made 
the other impoſſible. Terror, however, 
was, for the moment, more prevalent than 
fatigue, and ſhe reſolved to attempt to croſs 
the heath; ſhe had ſtill ſome day-light, and 
ſhe conſidered, that ſhould ſhe arrive too 
late in avillage to find admittance into any 
houſe, yet that the ſhelter that ſome out- 
building, or ſhed, might afford her, was 
preferable, on many accounts to any ſhe 
could hope for in the wood. | 
Ellen ſet forward accordingly, but the 
wild ſeemed to lengthen as ſhe went, and 
' ſhe became ſo fatigued that ſhe could hardly 
proceed; to ſtop, however, was what ſhe 
could not reſolve upon; the evening was 
dark and lowering, and, for the ſeaſon of 
| 1 the 


8 
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the year, ok; and while ſhe could move. 


her limbs ſhe could not conſent to lie dawn; = 


upon the bare and hard ground, without a 


twig to ſhelter her, and expoſed to all the 
rain and ſtorm that ſeemed gathering: With 
ſlow ſteps ſhe went on, and at length reach- 
ed the other ſide of the heath; ſhe found 
it bounded alſo by a wood, but not ſo un- 
interruptedly thick as that which ſhe had 
paſſed through before her entrance on the 
heath: The evening was already too dark 
to enable her to diſtinguiſh with certainty, 
but there appeared as if there had been once 


roads cut through the wood, though they 


ſeemed now nearly grown up, and the ſpot 
where ſhe then was ſhe thought was the en- 


trance of an avenue; fatigued as ſhe was, 
this thought gave her power to proceed, 


ſhe flattered herſelf that it might lead at 
leaſt to ſome ruined building, where, at the 
worſt, a jutting cornice, or projecting wall, 


«« juft nodding to its fall,“ might afford 
her ſome ſhelter from the rain, which now 
een at intervals to fall very heavily, ac: 
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companied with loud and ſudden th of : 


wind; nor was the conjecture ill founded. 
After about half an hour's walking, in 
which time all her outward garments were 


compleatly wet through, ſhe found herſelf 
amongſt the intricacies of ſome building, 


which ſhe took for the cloiſters of a decay- 

ed monaſtery; ſhe troubled herſelf, how-- 
ever, but little in aſcertaining whether ſhe. 
were right or wrong; there was too little 
light to have enabled her to have diſcover- 

ed the truth, if it had been important to 
her to have known it, but the moſt mo- 


mientous concern was to find out ſome 


| place where ſhe could reft her weary limbs 


unexpoſed to the weather: as the roof of 


that part of the building which ſhe was 
then in was not deſtroyed, ſhe withdrew ta 
the upper end of it, and there, taking off 
ſuch of her clothes, as were moſt wet, ſhe 
ſeated herſelf upon a kind of a ſtone bench, 
and began to rummage her baſket for ſorne- 
thing to eat. Luckily it was tolerably ſup- 


Hi ſhe had that morning been ſo much 


- moved 
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moved by the want of linen in the den 
of the good farmereſs who had lodged her 


tte night before, that ſhe had not beem able 


to forbear, when ſhe parted with her, pre- 
ſenting her with: a: chemiſe of her own, 
though this was contrary. to the prudential 


rule ſhe had laid down, not to part in a 


country where ſhe could ſo eaſily diſcharge 
her bill with a ſong, with what, in another 
whoſe great riches had baniſhed © equal 
hoſpitality, ſhe e find —_ to 


her ſupport. 
The woman was ſo much cuts with: 


this unexpected piece of generofityin Ellen, 


that ſhe loaded her with a thick lice of 
bread, and a ſmall bottle of milk: Ellen 


having found equal munificence where ſne 
had fought a dinner, had preſerved her 
morning ftore - untouched, and - ſhe now: 
found it a moſt ſeaſonable relief. Hangry: 
and fatigued, however; as ſhe was, ſhe pru-- 
dently conſumed only half of her riches, 


preſerving the remainder for the exigen- - 
cies of the next day; in part, however, ſhe-: 


3 ſupplied 
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ſupplied the deficiencies, of her ſcanty. mood 
by ſwallowing a few drops upon a lump of 
Sugar, ſhe having had the precaution to 
furniſh herſelf with ſuch a cordial upon 
leaving the place of her captivity” Þ—_ 
, Having taken all the refreſhment which 
ſhe thought it prudent to allow herſelf, ſne 
lay down to ſleep, and though the floor on 
which ſhe firetched herſelf was hard and 
damp, and her pillow only her bundle of 
linen, ſuch was the fatigue of her body, and 


ſuch the calmneſs of her mind, that in a ; 


few moments ſhe fell aſleep. She knew not 
how long ſhe had continued in this ſitua- 
tion, when ſhe. was ſuddenly awakened, as 
jf by ſome noiſe ; ſhe ſtarted up and look- 
ed around her, when, to her unſpeakable 
terror, ſhe beheld. by the glimmering of a- 

light, not a hundred yards diſtant, two 
men carrying a lady, who, by her help- 
leſſneſs appeared to be dead. 

Ellen's heart did not at this moment 
bo with its uſual regularity, yet her pre- 
fene of mind did not deſert her, and conſi- 

| dering 
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dering that though the light enabled her to 
diſcover the objects that were cloſe to it, it 
was not ſufficient to diſcover her to them in 
the diſtant and dark corner where ſhe lay; 
ſhe flunk as quietly as ſhe could behind a 
pillar that formed the. place where ſhe was, 
into ſomething of a receſs, and waited the 
event in ſilence. The men bearing their 
burthen between them, advanced nearer, | 
and Ellen was ſomething comforted by un- 
derſtanding from the expreſſions af,one of 
them, who ſpoke in French, the deepeſt. 
marks of grief for the ſituation of the lady. 
He could not ſurely, (ſhe thought) be the 
- murderer of one, whom he ſo much deplor- 
ed; yet, on laying her down, ſcarcely ten 
yards from the place where Ellen ſtood, 
and the light ſhining full upon her, Ellen 
obſerved that her cloaths were ſtained with 
blood, and ſhe fancied ſhe ſaw the blood 
ſtill iffuing from her boſom, which from 
the diſorder of her dreſs was v * 
ble. f 
Toh What will on of me?” exclaimed 5 
the 
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the man, who was the only one who had 


yet ſpoken © wretched Antoinette! deareſt. 

creature! How have you reaſon to curſe 

the hour in which you ſaw me!“ 5 
Theſe words determined Ellen; e was 


aſſured there was no danger, but there was 

diſtreſs, and ſhe might be of uſe; coming 

| out therefore haftily from her hiding- place, 
ſhe cauſed little leſs conſterhation by her 


appearance, than ſhe had felt upon being 
firſt ſtartled from her ſleep: Suſpend: 
your wonder,“ ſaid ſhe in French, to the 


perſon who feemed moſt intereſted, and 
whom ſhe. now. diſcovered to be a gentle- 
man, and that the other man appeared a 
ſervant; © ſuſpend your wonder, and do not 


fear that J have any connexions that may. 
injure you, I am alone here, but perhaps I 
have the means to aſſiſt that lady, and I am 


ſure I have the inclination.” A ready con- 
fidence took place of che ſuſpicions that had 
for a moment alarmed the breaſt of the. 


ſtranger. 
* n cried ber * can only thank 


you, 
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you, but I fear this miſerable victim of 
miſguided revenge is paſt all aſſiſtance 

Ellen ſcarcely waitedto hear theſe words, 
ſhe now ſaw that the lady was really wound- 
ed, and ſhe ſeemed to bave fainted: from 
the loſs. of blood; but though the trace of 

_ blood ſtill ſhewed whence it had flow- 
ed, it was now ſtaunched. The light en- 
abled Ellen to diſcern that the place they 
were in was, as ſhe had ſuſpected, the ruins 
of a cloiſter, and it formed one ſide of a 
quadrangle, the buildings of the other three 
ſides of which were nearly deſtroyed: in 
the midſt of this ſquare had formerly _ 
been a fountain, and, though ruined, it ſtilt 
contained water: Ellen ran thither, and fil- 
ling a ſmall cup , which ſhe carried about 
her with water, ſhe waſhed the lady's wound, 
and had the ſatisfaction to find it was ſmall, 
and did not appear to be deep; ſhe then 
cut a large piece of a kind of ſticking plaiſ+ 
ter, which made a part of her ſtores, and 
covered the wound with it, and then mix. 
ing a little of the water with ſome of her 7 
. 5 cordial 


2 $2: 


"EPL 
£5428 
= 4+ 
4X3E 
1 
1 
n 1 
"+6 
ie. 
1 
n 
7 x1 > + 
49 
'z - 2 
FN 
55444 
1851 
1 
13 5 
85 BS 
4.38: 
WT 
EEE 
ff * 
EY 
4 * 2 
"= + 
BY 
35 
it 6g gl 
2" 
1 
1 ' 
1 
1 
1 
* 
Fatt 
1 
"LY 
1 
1 
e 
4 
«1 Th 
__—- 
£39398 
1 
3 
* 
. 
* 
1 
. 
8 ” 
3 
0 * 
1 * 

; ER 
+. 
71 2 
1 
1 

. i 
* 25 6%. 
= * 
1 4 * 7 

6 7 \ 

12-2385 

« 7 
1 
7 2 
F 41 
by ' 
A 7 

2 . 
A 
{5 
32M 
4s) yi 4 7 
* * 
2 
3 
2x5 * 
0 ; 

N 
3 
5 & 

1 
* We 
4 | 

* 
$1 

F 
* 
1 

H 

6. g ' 
25 * 
1 
wr 


9 en ag 
8 
LIE 2 TILIM 
. A ZN 
r 1 —— — 2 
—. 0 A AS 


r 
2 
3 
IAG SLE 
1 e 


—— — —ä—ñ—ä6—p — - RY — 


160 PLAIN SENSE. 


cordial drops, ſhe contrived, with the aſſif- 
tance of the ſtranger, who aided her bene- 


volent efforts with the greateſt aſſiduity, to 
pour a ſmall quantity down her throat, ſhe 


then proceeded to chafe her temples; and 
in a ſhort time ſne was encouraged to con- 


tinue her endeavours with ſtill greater ener- 


gy, by the lady giving evident ſigns of her 


returning life; in a few moments ſhe open- 
ed her eyes, Ellen gave her more cordial, 
and in a very ſhort t time ſhe recovered her | 


ſenſes. © 


While this was n the da at 


| Ellen's ſuggeſtion, (for the ſtranger, tho 


he imitated and aſſiſted her in all ſhe did, 
ſeemed to have loft the power of ſuggeſt- 
ing any thing) had been fully employed in 
collecting a few dry ſticks, which was a 
taſk of ſome difficulty, for the rain of the 
preceding night had left nothing in a fit 


55 condition to burn that had been expoſed 


to it; luckily, however, in his reſearches, 
he diſcovered ſeveral bundles of dry bruſh 


O was and branches of trees, that had been 


heaped 


— 
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heaped together in one corner of the cloiſ- | 
ter, probably by ſome peaſant, who deſign- 


ed to carry them away at ſome future op- Da 


portunity : Of theſe he ſoon ſet fire to a 
| ſufficient quantity to afford the comfort. 
both of light and heat, the lady was re- 5 
moved nearer to it, and farther from the in- 
fluence of the air, which blew cold on the 
open ſide of the building. The lady's 
cloaths were wet, and Ellen had no change 
to offer her, however ſhe took off her up- 
per garments, as ſhe had done her own, and 
ſpread them all before the fire, while ſhe 
furniſhed her- with ſome linen from her 
bundle, that en en but ill, their 
Place. | 
While Ellen rl the taſk of deb. 
gag and undreſſing the lady, che two men 
had retired, but not before the one, Who 
ſeemed the maſter of the other, had aſſured 
the lady, in German, that ſhe might truſt 
wholly to Ellen, for that, if ever there were 
an angel from heaven ſhe was one. The 
E know herſelf appeared fo weak, and ſo con- 
founded, 


152 PLAIN SENSE. 


founded, either with what ſhe had paſſed 
through, or with what the now ſaw around: 
her, that ſhe could utter nothing more than 
a few broken expreſſions of gratitude, in 
German, and ſometimes ſome paſſionate ex- 
clamations, in a language that Ellen did: 
not at all underſtand, Ellen had now an 
opportunity of obſerving that this unknowns 
lady was poſſeſſed of a very uncommon. 
' ſhare of beauty, that her form was inex- 
preſſibly fine, and that, notwithſtanding: 
her paleneſs and langour, her complexion. 
and; countenance had charms that Ellen 
- thought ſhe had not ſeen equalled ; her 
dreſs, which was a kind of travelling che- 
miſe, ſpoke her of affluent fortune, all the 
materials of which it was compoſed being 
of the fineſt texture, and the air of con- 
ſcious ſuperiority with which ſhe received: 
the ſervices of Ellen, if it did not give her 
kind benefactor a favorable opinion of her 
heart, at leaſt aſſured her, that ſne was aſ- 
ſiſting one, who, from the habit of com- 
| wand, 
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mand, entertained the idea that all who ap- 
proached her were bound to ob. 
When Ellen had contributed all in her 
power to reſtoring her to ſome degree of 
comfort, ſhe produced the remains of her 
ſupper, fpared ſo prudently from her own 
preſent wants, in reference to thoſe of the 
next morning: The lady readily eat the 
bread and ſwallowed the milk, and appear- 
ed ſo much revived by the refreſhment they 
_ afforded, and ſo fully reſtored to health 
and vigour, that Ellen ſoon found ſhe had 
been miſtaken in having attributed the 
ſtate of inſenſibility, in which ſhe had at 
firſt ſeen her, to loſs of blood ; from what 
now appeared, it ſeemed more probable. 
that it had only proceeded from fatigue, 


U 
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CHap. XII, 


—Amazement reigns, | 
« Man's great demand: To trifle is to live: 


« And is it then a *. e to die?“ 
6 | YOUNG. 


7 was upon the return of che gentleman 
to the fire that Eilen had firſt leiſure to 
obſerve him with any cloſeneſs of attention; 
ſhe had no ſooner done fo, than ſhe was 
convinced that ſhe had ſeen him before, 
and being perſuaded, by his manner. of 
ſpeaking both French and German, that 
he was not a native of either France» or 
Germany, an opinion that was confirmed 
both by his countenance and complexion, 
ſhe could not doubt but that he was Eng- 
liſh ; ſhe made this diſcovery with a min- 
gled ſenſation of hope and fear: Again ſhe 
locked at him, again ſhe liſtened to the 
tone of his voice ; ſhe was more and more 

convinced 
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convinced that he was not unknown to her, 
but it ſeemed beyond the power of her re- 
collection to recall his name, or where ſhe 
had ſeen him. Suddenly, on his throwing 
himfelf into a particular poſition, it ruſhed 
upon her mind that he was the huſband of 
her elder ſiſter, that profligate man of fa- 
ſhion and broken fortune, to- whom the 
abſurd vanity of her mother had ſacrificed 
the happineſs and reſpectability of charac- 
ter of her favorite child. This diſcovery, 
though the ſtrangeneſs of it threw her into 
ſome confuſion, relieved her from every 
fear that ſhe ſhould. be known by him: 
Ellen had never ſeen him fiace ſhe was 
| fourteen, when he had viſited Groby Ma- 
nor, for the only time during his connexion 
with any one belonging to it; ſhe was very 
{ſure that the change that had taken place 
in her perſon in a period little ſhort of 
twelve years, muſt ſecurely ſhelter her from 
any diſcovery from him; for while time 
had made no other changes in his appear- 
ance than what aroſe from a few wrinkles, 
Or 
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or a few ey hairs in the place of the dark. 6 


er locks, and ſmoother ſkin, which he had 
poſſeſſed in earlier youth; it had with her 
converted a roſy, ſun-burnt, romping, laugh- 


ing girl, into an elegantly formed woman, 
whoſe pure red and white, moſt truly blend- 


ed, ſhewed in her cheek as if the roſe and 
lily ſtrove for maſtery ; all gatety was cer- 
_ rainly at this time baniſhed from her coun- 


tenance, and her large peaſant s ſtraw hat, 
which ſhe had now again tied cloſely under 


Her chin, ſo effe&ually concealed her fea- 
tutes, that if they bad been much better 
known to Mr. Raymond than they really 


were, ſhe muſt have been ſafe from awak - 


ening any recollection in him. 

As hopeleſs as ſhe knew his return to 
England was conſidered by all his con- 

nexions there, and the little probable good 

that would reſult if he were to return, yet 


proof ſhe had before her of the licentions 


life he continued to lead; nor could ſhe 


help pitying the lady, little conciliating as 


her 
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Her manners were, for having formed a 
connexion, the extent of the iniquity of 
which ſhe thought it probable ſhe did not 
know. While theſe thoughts kept Ellen 
ilent, the lady and gentleman, having diſ- 
miſſed the ſervant upon ſome meſſage, con- 
tinued to talk eagerly, and confident in the 
fancied ignorance of Ellen in the German 
: language, or careleſs of her opinion, unre- 
ſervedly of their affairs and ſituation. From 
this converſation ſhe ſoon underſtood that 
the lady was by no means deſerving of her 
pity on the ſcore: ſhe had granted it, for 
that ſhe was herſelf a fugitive wife, and 
that, having been overtaken in the purfuit 
made after her by her huſband, an affray 
had enſued, and ſhe had received a wound 
In attempting to interpoſe between her huf- 
7 band and her lover, the latter of whom be- 
coming deſperate on ſeeing her blood flow, 
| had fired at the huſband, and, as he ſup- 
poſed, had killed him; this act of violence, 
with the farther acts of outrage he and his 
attendagts were on the point of commit- 
fo : ing, 
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ing, had ſo intimidated the companions of 
the huſband, that they had contented them- 
ſelves wich carrying off his body, without 
making any farther attempt ro impede the 
flight of the lovers: The lady having faint- 
ed from pain and terror, and it being no 
longer ſafe to continue in any high road, 
the lover had been ob]! iged to convey her be- 
fore him on horſeback, having diſmiſſed all 
his attendants excepting one. It appeared 
from what Ellen heard, that in the courſe 
of a journey of more than twelve miles 
acroſs a country of which they were igno- 
rant, it had been impoſſible to afford her 
reſt or refreſhment, - that- ſhe had returned 
to her ſenſes only to relapſe again into in- 
; ſenſibility, ſo that the lover had more than 
once believed her. dead; this was an addi- 
tional circumſtance that. had forbidden 
him to ſtop at any houſe, and he had con- 
tinued to travel on, in hopes of finding 
ſome obſcure and deſerted building, ſuch 
not being very unfrequent in a country 4 
once much more > Populous. than at preſent, 
where 


N * 


> 
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=] where be might i in ſafety. cont 8 3 
courſe he had to purſue. Having paſſed 
through the out · ſkirts of a toletably large 


village, toward the cloſe; of the evening, he 


had ſent his ſervant to procure the means 
of ſtriking a light, in whatever place they 
might find it eligible, or might be obliged 
to ſtop. It was in purſuit of ſome refreſn- 
ment that Ellen found the ſervant was now 
diſpatched, and the lovers ſeemed to agree, 8 
that if they faw no reaſon. againſt it in tbe 
morning, the place they were at preſent a 
would ſuit as well as any other, as a place 
of refuge for a few days; they had no doubt 


but that the purſuit would be renewed with 


redoubled ardour, and they agreed that 


their beſt hope of ſafety was to remain 


where they were till Ment ne had 


overſhot their mark. 


. Hitherto they were 10 n 420 5 
by their own concerns, that they ſeemed io 


have forgotten there was ſuch a perſon in 
the world as Ellen; but Mi. Raymond now 


Ane, himſelf to ber hopi | „although 
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'he did not, from the ehedis laude o f be 
5 ſpeaking French, take her to be a native 
of the country, that he migkt be able to 
"obtain through her means ſome local in- 

formation, he therefore inquired” whether 
"her homie was near. Ellen replied, that 
at preſent ſhe bad no home, but was en- 

-deavouting to make ber way towards a 

very diſtant one. In France?” No- 

In Germany?” No.“ In England d“ 

. Yes,” „ Wliat the devil!“ exclaimed in 

"Engliſh the profligate Mr. Raymond, scan 

then have brought you into the midſt of a 

Bohemian wild, alone "and deſtitute? 
44 Misfortune “ ſaid Ellen, ſteadily fixing 
her eye . him, 1 ** r 240 nr 

We 1 

The Ebel Frist em to tin 
into himſelf, but rallying, And how, my 
pretty one, do you mean to find your way 
from henee to England in your preſent 
helpleſs cireumſtances?“ „By making the 
beſt uſe I can of my underſtanding and my 

; Aregth? « A brave girl, faith; if Iwere 

. ; ; N IL not 
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3 not . now a little 3 1 a 


enliſt you under my banner; I am charm- 1 
ed with your ſpicit.” ** Your pardon, Sir,“ | 
| ſaid Ellen, with calm diſdain, * 1- am not | 7 


fo ſoon enliſted.. Oh! y would go 
with me; my 106d through life has been 
, the path of pleaſure ; ; 1 have lived but to 
amuſe myſelf: But, put aſide that over-. 
ſhadowing hat, and let me ſee whether the 
face is worthy of the form, and the ſpirit 
; that enlivens it.” Ellen, without ever ſeem- 
ing to hear theſe words, turned to the lady, 
and aſked, in her imperfect. German, whe- - 
ther there were any thing ſhe could de to- 
wards her farther accommodation. 'The 
lady, ſomething ſullenly, replied, No. And 
| 425 gentleman ſaid, ſtill ſpeaking in Eng- 
lich, You underſtand German then?“ 


8 146 3 returned Ellen. Enough, ES 


perhaps, to know, what we have been talk- 


ing of; and if ſo, you may as well knoß | 


the whole buſineſs, 1 believe wu will not 
_ _turn, informer.” |. + 

Hen was ks for, he eh line cutio. 
5 2 | 2 Os e : ſity 9 0 
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ſity to know more of an affair that l 
a complicated tiſſue of profligacy and def- 
peration; Mr. Raymond, however, who 
thought the circumſtances he had to bring 
forward offered a very reaſonable apology 
for an action that he could not conceal 
from himſelf, would be condemned by the 
general voice of mankind, did nor defiſt 
from his explanation. That angel that 


vou ſee there,” ſaid he, looking at the 


lady, * is the daughter of a beaſt of an 
Hungarian nobleman, Who to fulfil ſome 
ambitious ſchemes of his own, forced her 
into the arms of an old diſagreeable raſcal, 
in high favour with the Emperor. What 
muſt a woman of feeling and ſpirit do in 
ſuch a caſe? Surely, not ebm to all the 
horrors of the worſt kind of ſlavery, be- 
cauſe her tyrant was yelept a huſband. I 
vas the happy man who the lady fixed upon 
to affiſt-in breaking her chains, and with a 
liberality of mind, for which I ſhall ever 
adore her, ſhe committed herſelf to my ho- 
1 loaded wick . che e jewels: and ready 
. | caſh 
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caſh that ſhe could collect, Ab sigle at 
preſent, we are put ſomething out of our 
way, we hope ſtill to find ſome ſacred ſpot 

of earth, where the pleaſures of love, and 
the fruits of generoſity may be reaped, un- 

diſturbed by the imagine rights of buſ- . 
horas and the abuſes: nn of To: 

Fein . 

Ellen cons not” but weld at 408 inge 1 

nuity that had been able to tell a ſtory of 

_ diſobedience, treachery, adultery, and theft, 
in terms, that on the firſt hearing ſo little 
conveyed. the nature of the actions they ac- 

: knowledged. Mr. Raymond was ſo little 
conſcious that they conveyed it at all, that 
without any embarraſſment, which a perſon. 
leſs hackneyed in the path of pleaſure (as be 
had called the road of vice) muſt have felt 

in conſequence of ſuch a confeſſion, that 

he went on to ſay, that having taken what 
they hoped would have proved inefſectual 

methods to miſlead the huſband into a be- 
lief that they had, on leaving Vienna, turn- 

0 their fagitive courſe towards e they 
; 1 3 BE had 
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had indifcrectly neglected to make the bell 
of their way towards Dreſden, from the di- 
rect road to which place they bad deviated, 
as a means of farther ſecurity, and that 
they. had the day before been overtaken, at 
a moment when they conceived themſelves. 
s perfect ſafety. He then proceeded to de- 
tail the whole particulars of the affray that 
| had enſued, and to relate, that when he 
_ found himſelf in danger of being purſued, 
not only as a raviſher, but as a murderer, 
he bad ſent forward their carriage and their 
baggage, under the care of a ſervant, in 
whom he could confide, to Dreſden, there 
to wait his farther orders, and in the mean : 
time to ſpread a ſtory. that the lady Was 
dead, and his maſter gone he knew not 
whither ; that in the haſte in which they 
were obliged to make tlſeir arrangements, 
they had not been able to ſecure any part 
of their property, except the lady's jewels, 
which were in her pocket, and what little 
money they had about them. And now,” 


ſaid this * Oy of a Rory compoſed ; 
of 
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| ri EY more than any other in the 
whole roll of guilt, are, from their own nas! 
ture, and the injurious effects 


jects of the greateſt abhorrence; And nom, 


if fortune will but ſmile for a few days, we 


may ſtill baffle the malice of our enemi es. 
55 My i intention, NOI the ſervant 1 have 
fent to LVrelc to join Us as ſoon AS poſ- 


ſible athens from whence we will ſhape of 


dur courſe to ſome more dear retreat in the 


33 4 The world forgetting, by the : world forgo,” "4 


we 1 remain alive only to love and PEER g | * 


pivels.” Love and happineſs! thought El. 
len, how widely. have I been miſtaken both 


in the means and the end of all that makes 


life deſirable, if theſe. miſerables are right. 


It was eaſy 1 to be perceived that this long 


diſcourſe. of her lover, in a language of 
which ſhe did not underſtand a word, Sf 
by no means pleaſing to the lady; 

nn in upon . TR" WR, 2 


hey have 
upon the intereſts: of ſociety, the juſt ob⸗ 


: een, of Switzerland, and th : 1 pit. | 
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ſaid very peeviſhly to din 15 Gbich El- | 
len did not perfectly underſtand: Ellen 
now began to wiſh impatiently for the 5 
morning, tliat ſhe might - eſcape: from the 
conſequences of a proof ſo pregnant, how: 
_ infinitely. preferable the maſt helpleſs ſoli- 
_ tude may be, to much of the ſociety that is 
to be met with in the world; yet how often 
had ſhe heard Mr. Raymond exalted as the 
moſt pleaſant of his fex! ho often had ſhe 
heard Mrs Mordaunt declare that he had 
not a fault but in the eyes of thoſe rigid 
mortals who hold pleaſure as a vice, who 
refuſe to enjoy the bleſſings that are given 
them, and who ſeek heaven by abuſing the 
nobleſt of its works. Alas] thought Ellen, 
how. fatally would he have begn awakened 
from the falſe peace into which his flatterers 
have lulled him, had not che rafh paſſion of 
his unworthy companion interpoſed be- 
tween his life and the juſt e of an 
igjured huſband! 4 
Light, at the Cult 30 FR year aer 
| "thei events en is ſuſpended. for ſo 
Ty. F ſhort 
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mort a time, that had it not whe for the 


ftorms of the preceding evening, which ſtil 
filled the ſky with thick and heavy clouds, 


Ellen would have been very ſoon able to 


have purſued her wiſhes of quitt ing her ne 


acquaintance; but the firſt hours of the _ 
morning were dark, and it continued to 
rain in ſome degree; before theſe obſtacles 


to her departure were removed, the ſervant. 
returned with a quantity of milk and bread; 


which he had purchaſed at a village a few 
miles diſtant, Ellen was invited to partake 
of this refreſhment, which, in fact, ſhe 
wanted as much as any of the party, and 
in the courſe of the meal, Mr. Raymond, 
rt of that kind 
neſs of human nature which had gained | 
him the — of *the beſt bumoured SE 
fellow breathing,” expreſſed mueb folici- 
tude for the Jellitats: ſituat ion Ellen ap- 5 


who really did poſſefs a p 


peared to be i In: He felt this the. + end 


though he could draw nothing from her t 
confirm ſuch a ſuſpicion, he was ſtrongly 
ne in his own mind that the had 
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been 3 to 4 pak: 01 lifs, 9 
could nat have prepared her to ſtruggle with 
very ſparing of her ſpeech, her accent, her 


manner of expreſſion, and tone of voice, all 


aſſured him of this, and ſtill more the eaſe 
and ſoftneſs of her manners. He ſettled in 


baving leſt her own country as an occa- 


ſional companion to a perſon of his own 
principles, but who poſſeſſed leſs of that 
eompaſſionate good humour for which he 
had been often complimented, and upon, 
Which he piqued himſelf, ſhe had by the 
change of inclination, and want of genero- 
ſity in: her companion, been reduced to 
her preſent difficulties, + There was ſome- 
thing indeed in the nice ſenſe of propriety 
vhich ſhe appeared to have, and which was 
evident even to one who had loſt all ſuch 
feelings from his on mind, that militated 


| againſt this idea; but as it Was ſomething 


real faſhion. and character could be left by 


oy 


% 
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any; ih diſtreſſing oceurrences, in the; 


ſituation. Ellen was now in, he thought it 
was taking tbe leſs improbable fide tofup-! | 
- poſe, that her former way of life had not 


entirely obliterated all traces of thoſe feel · 
ings which once adarned her N winds: 


CENCE; : *" ; 1 3 F: 

This ſuppoſed. 1 3 of Ellen d not 
6 in the leaſt make hier a leſs. 0 or 
even leſs eſtimable object in the eyes of Mr. 


Raymond; and he even felt ſomething of 
an additional deſire to aſſiſt her, from the 
ſtanee would be to all his ac- 


proof ſuch aſſiſtan 
quaintanee, that there i is ſometimes a ſen · 
timent of k indneſs in the breaſts of thoſe 


called wicked, towards the diſtneſſed, hat 


the more rigidly virtuous are without. In 
/ conſequence of theſe reflections Mr. Ray- 
mond began to preſs Ellen to attach berſelf 


to their patty, and hinted, i in; pretty intel 


kgible terms, that beſides all the difficulties; 
and diſtreſſes that would probably attend her 
ning] her; * e to England, ſbe would 
e e +7. nr FS 
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find it PET impollible, wading the 


circumſtances in which ſhe would arrive 


there, to form any eligible eſtabliſhment: 
whereas he had no doubt, if ſhe ſtayed with 


them, that he ſhould oon be able to in- 


troduce her to a friend who would make 
her forget all ſhe had loſt. Although all 


this would have been perfectly plain to the 


apprebenfion- of Ellen, had ſhe been the 
ſort of perſon Mr. Raymond took her to 
be, yet being entirely i ignorant of all that 


5 could lead her to his true meaning, and 
much of what he ſaid applying to her reak 
ſituation, ſhe at firſt underſtood his offers 


only i in a general ſenſe, and when by the 
turn and ſtrength: of the expreſſions ſhe be- 
gan to comprehend that there muſt be ſome 
particulak! meaning mtended to be conveyed,” 
ſhe was abſolutely at a lofs to gueſs what 

that meaning could be; the character of 
the man Who addreſſed her, and the man 
ner of his expreſſions, however, perſuaded 
her, there was ſomething diſgraceful in the 
Frotection be Sffered her, and as ſhe was | 
to 


too wiſe to think of Wa any reſent-. 
ment, ſhe contented herſelf with coldly and 
ſteadily ſaying, that ſhe was indifpenſably. 


1 to endeavour to return to England, 


as ſoon as poſſible, and that when there ſhe! 
was aſſured that ſhe. ſhould want neither 8 
protection or friends. The unmoved man- 7 
ner of Ellen, and the little countenance that 
the Lady gave to this plan of Mr. Ray- 
mond's at length obliged! him to ceaſe from 
farther urging it; and ſoon after, the ſun 
breaking forth in all its ſplendor, Ellen re- 
packing her bundle, and re adjuſting her 
baſket, roſe to depart. We cannot ſaf- , 
fer you to go,“ ſaid Mr. Raymond, < with- | 
out making a ſmall acknowledgment for 
the obligations we are under to you; if you 
would have gone with us x” would have 
done much more for you, but now, fo low. 


are our finances reduced, that except our 


jewels; I equally divide the whole of our- 


ſtock-when'I offer you this trifle.” In fay- 


ing theſe words, he preſented Ellen with a 
ducat. Ellen's firſt impulſe was to refuſe 


it, 
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it, ſo mY did habit ako he Sales 
the appearance ſhe then wore ; bat Mr. 
Raymond added, No, no, no refuſal; 
while you ramble amongſt theſe wilds in- 
deed, the charity of theſe half ſavages may 
make money needleſs, but when you are 
among the whole ſavages of a civilized 
world, you will have TD but nal 255 | 
can pay for.” 8 
Ullen then took theatiapi; but Mr. N 
| mond, who felt his ſolicitude increaſe for 
her every moment, in ſpite of, or perhaps 
_ Rimulated/ by her reſerve and coldneſs, 
ſaid, „Devil take me, if 'm not aſhamed to 
part ſo; ſtay, would it not be poſſible to 
convey you a bill to Cologne? Do you mean 
to take Cologne in your way? Ellen re- 
plied ſhe did. The moment we think it 8 
ſafe to quit this retreat,” ſaid he, we n 
ſhall bend our ſteps towards Straſburg, we 
ſball be there in much leſs time than your 
Poor little feet ean carry you to Cologne, 
come, give me your directions, and at Le 
E e be ſure of finding, on your 


arrival 
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2 . i chest * a bill 1 a ſum ab- 
cient to procure you an caſy conyeyance to 
England, and to any part of it to which u 

may chooſe to go.” Ellen heſitated; the 
| performance of ſuch. an offer would anni- 
| hilate half thoſe difficulties and dangers ſhe 20G: 
dreaded. ſo. much. to. encounter. 15 Such a 
ſupply, returned Ellen, would indeed 
be extremely acceptable to me; but as, on 
my return to Evogland, I ſhall be perfectly 
able to return any pecuniary: obligations. I 
may receive; I cannot ee Four ae 5 
bowe ver grateful I may y 
except you will put me e into ee nethad as 5 
repay ing the money when 1. no longer land 
ia need of it. Mr. Raymond. regarded her, 1 
with increaſed wonder. I wauld give the 
world to know who you are,” ſaid he, 5 and : 
whatbasbrought you into this deſart, for lam 
confident you are no common one.“ * 0 You, : 
ſhall know who I am, returned Ellen, | 
_ and all I have undergone, when I re- 
turn you the money, and then you will 
«knowledge. that the human mind may 
; yn 
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Appart any deſtiny, Weed bad, which 
has not been brought on by miſconduct.“ 
e believe you are a parſon in petticoats,” 
faid Mr. Raymond. ne returned 
Ellen, I am no parſon, but I am a kind 
of a propheteſs, and 1 foretell that you will 
never know happineſs until you return to 
your wife and children Mr. Raymond re- 
treated a few ſteps, as if he recoiled from 
a dread of ſupernatural power. I ſaid; 
- hen firſt 1 ſaw you, you were an angel, 
but now 1 believe) you deal with the devil.” 
„ You ſhall know all my dealings at a fu- 
ture hour,” ſaid Ellen, and giving him a 
paper, added, this is my direction, ROW 
give me yours?” And muſt-I wait till a 
future hour for the explanation of ſo muck 
myſtery ?”- ſaid: Mr. Raymond. Vou 
muſt. “ Well then, let it not be very 


y diſ- 
tant.“ He then gave her a direction to 

himſelf under the name of Maſon, at a par- i 
ticular Hotel in Straſburg, and witk rei- 
erated AA that her ph md —_ prove 
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more proſperous than it * to "0% + 


he at length ſuffered her to depart. 
This adventure did not appear balf fo 
65 in the eyes of Mr. Raymond as it 


did in thoſe of Ellen. The circumſtance 


of finding himſelf known to her, confirmed 
his former ſuſpicions, and he had no doubt 


but! that the ſtory ſhe promiſed him, would 


only be a detail of the ingratitude and 
cruelty of ſome man of his own ſet, with _ 

whom he had aſſociated before he left Lon- 
don. But Ellen was ſtruck in no common 
degree with the fingularity of meeting in 
the woods of Bohemia a man fo nearly 
allied to her, in circumſtances ſo uncom- 
mon and ſo diſgraceful, that ſhe co 
avail herſelf of their connexion to the alt“ 


leviation of her own diſtreſſes, nor W. 
e forbear adverting to the power ſhe had 


had of her adminiſtering from her dean, 
pittance to the wants of two people; 


had it not been for their vices, might have 


been in poſſeſſion of every comfor | 
enn xrommtodation this world can afford. 
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118 e farniſhied Ellen 10 
{+ ſufficient food: for thought as ſhe 
walked on, and as the day was much cooler 
dun any ſhe had yet experienced, ſhe con- 
tied her journey without taking her uſual 
reſt at noon; fortunately ſhe arrived at a 
decent village early in the evening, and 
here ſhe reſolved to take up her repoſe for 
the night, the fatigues of the preceding 

day and night having made reſt abſolutely 
neceſſary for ber. In anſwer to the en- 
n ſhe. made here, the had the fatiſ- 
75 | faction 
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very widely from the direct road to Egra. | 


She had fixed upon this place merely as a 


point, by which to direct her enquiries, 
but there was nothing ſhe ſo much wiſhed 
to avoid as large towns and cities, and be- 
iog now pretty well {killed in the beſt man- 
ner of going from one village to another, 
without ſtraying too far diſtant from the 


public road, ſhe contrived in about four- 
teen days from the time of her eſcape from 


captivity, to enter Franconia, without paſſe. "H 


ing through  Egra, or having ſuffered; - 


mach either from fatigue, hunger, or alarm. 

Having, thus happily accompliſhed, what, 
ſhe. computed! to be ſomewhat above the, 
ed miles of her journey, ſhe drew; 
a. lucky preſage for the remaining eight; 
but accuſtomed- as ſhe now was to being 
alone, ſhe- felt a dread that part of her tra- 


vels Which was to lead her amongſt tho 
mote thickly inhabited Pants of the toad, 


more than any one of the dangers thar 


n b a. ns e ſoꝛeſis and ſo- 
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Iitary packs: 'The odſirvation of Mr. Riv: 
mond often returned to her mind, and when 
ſhe refle&ed on the different treatment that 
the beggars, wandering through the popu- 
lous ſtreets of a great city, uſually meet 
with, to that ſhe had experienced in the 
Bohemian wilds, ſhe could not help draw- 
ing a concluſion, that a cloſe neighbour- 
hood was not : favourable to the virtue e of 
hoſpitality. 2711805 .501- beor - oe: 
_ © Theſe refleQibiis mae hertview her g- 
gle ducat with a ſſch, but ſhe reſolved, as 
long as che ſale of her linen, her mando- 
line, or the poor ducat in queſtion, could 
preſerve her from the neceſſity of it, not to 
_ aſk charity in any town. Ellen continued 
her method of travelling with tolerable ſuc- 
ceſs, though ſhe” found a very ſenſible dif. 
ference in the appearance and manners of 
the countty; the latter was more populous, 
it was cultivated, but beggars were more 
numerous, and ſimple hoſpitality leſs. Al- 
| though ſhe was readily relieved at a door, 
ſhe no lobger found it fo eaſy to be admit- 
Ves . e e 
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ted under the ſhelter of a friendly roof, her 
muſic! was lefs an equivalent for all the 
kindneſs that was ſhewn- her. Ellen, who 

could not pay for a lodging, and whoſe _ 

ſoul recoiled: from aſſociating with the 


herds of common beggars that ſo frequently 


croſſed her way, was therefore neceſſitated 
often to content herſelf with what acci- 
dental cover ſhe could find, and which 
frequently amounted to nothing better 
than what a wall afforded, where, with 
her head upon her bundle, ſhe often ſought 
for that ſleep ſhe could not find; and, ſome- 
times, overcome with fatigue, even in this 
expoſed and comfortleſs ee Nene, | 


ſoundly. - 


— Theſe frequent MAG ee to PY 
open air, or in ſituations. little ſheltered 


» 


| from the weather, made more ſubſtantial 
cloathing neceffary; ſhe durſt not part wich 
the only piece of money ſhe was: poſſeſſed 
of, for however ſhe might hope ſhe ſhould 
receive the ſupply: promiſed: her by Mr. 
N at e, . was too pru- 
dent by 
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endete act as if ſhe were ende of it. 
Her mandoline ſhe now found of little uſe 
tother, and (heiwas therefore reſolved to 
make that the firſt ſacrifice. Its real value 
was ſmall, and in her preſent cireumſtances 
ſhe was not likely to get even n value | 
{for it, but ſhe thought herſelf happy in ex- 
changing it for a rug eloak, wee „ 
part of her bundle ee, #09 dd 
ther warmly over at night. 

Thus ſhe paſſed: chrough tha Sas: bf 
Gag keeping on the north of the 
Mayne, and directing her. courſe towards 
Frankfort. She: found the little German 
ſhe at, firſt poſſeſſed very ſerviceable to her, 
and me daily increaſed her ſtock, ſo that 
ſhe now found-no difficulty in explaining 
her wants; indeed her difficulties did not 
Jie in explaining, but in xelieving them, 
and they every day became more nu merous 
tand diſtreſſing. Her firſt pair of ſhoes 

wvere almoſt worn out, her clothes, grew 
thin, and though, from habit, ſhe could 


now walk more muüles initbe courſe of a day 
chan | 


1 when felt the. ſer. out, 3 . 
long a continuance of hardſhips and fatigue ; 
began to have an effect upon her, ſtrength, 
and ſtill more upon her ſpirits; the hope 
which had at firſt buoyed her up, began to 


| ſubſide; for as ſhe. reflected upon the diſ- 
tance there was ſtill. between her and Eng- 
land, ſhe began to think it impoſſible that 
her powers of ſtruggling with the difficulties 
chat ſurrounded her, would continue to _ 


journey's end; a degree of deſpondeney 
followed ſuch thoughts, and this increaſed 


the very evils ſhe feared: ſhe endeavoured, 
however, to rouſe herſelf,, to awaken; hope 
once more in her heart, and to derive all 
the comfort from her undiminiſhed reliance 
on the goodneſs and wiſdom of, denen, 
chat ſuch reliance was calculated to afford: 
ſhe adverted to the extraordinary circum- 
ſtances of her having met with Mr. Ray- 
mond, and the aſſiſtance it was probable 
ſhe ſhould receive from him, and ſhe was 
not unwilling to yield to the degree of ſu- 
Jule chat induced her to believe this 
⁵VVVVVß V might 
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might be one mark of the Coperinteidatic | 
not, ſhe never for a moment doubted. 
Having revived her hopes, and "EE | 
ened her courage by ſuch conſiderations as 
theſe, ſhe purſued her way towards Frank- 
fort, but following der original plan, ſhe 
entered not that place, but turned aſide to a 
village not far diſtant, and where ſhe ar- 
rivved in ſomewhat leſs than a month from 
the time ſhe had entered Germany. Here 
ſhe heſitated whether ſhe ſhould proceed 
to Mentz, and from thence attem pt taking 
a paſſage on the Rhine; the eaſe this would 
be to her was her; ſtrongeſt inducement, 
but ſhe doubted whether the ſale of all ſhe 
was worth would enable her to defray the 
expences of her voyage, and the queſtion 
recurring, what ſhe ſhould do, when thus 
without any reſource but the precarious 
one of charity, during the reſt of her jour- 
ney, ſhould ſhe find herſelf diſappointed of 
the promiſed ſupply at Cologne, determined 


her to truſt to her feet ſome time longer: 
* 


PLAIN SENSE: „ 19 ; : 


the directed her courſe, however; as nearly 
as ſhe could towards the Rhine, thinking i * 
prudent to be within reach of the only 


mode of conveyance which her circum- 
ſtances would allow her to avail herſelf of, 
however her ſtrength might fail, or her 
health ſink under her fatigue. GA 


The romantic and highly es 


country that 'this determination led her 


through, conld not be viewed by Ellen, 
even in her 'prefent ſtate of depreſſion, 

without the livelieſt emotions of delight. 
The pictureſque ſituation of the villages, | 
the ſtriking 'forths of the hills, each cromn- 
ed with a caſtle, the vineyards, the cheſnut 
groves, all formed a ſcene ſuch as ſhe had 
never before witneſſed, and which filled 
her mind with images of beauty perfectly 
new; the obſerved, however, the extreme 
inequality that a Lane country produces in 
its inhabitants, even of the ſame rank; and 


the ſplendid fituation in which ſhe fa ſome 
of the peaſants, did not, in her eyes, com- 


penſate for the fight of the many poor peo- 
ple with which many of the villages ſwarm- 
Vol. 111. 5 5 . 
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ed. This was a country, however, in which 
Ellen herſelf fared very well; ihe. often 
gathered cheſnuts enough to ſerve her for 
a meal, when no other was to be had and | 
wine ſhe ſometimes received gratis, and at 
others could purchaſe for a trifle; ſhe found 
no difficulty in exchanging ſome of her 
linen, either for a little money, or for ſuch 
food as was neceſſary for her; it was, how- 
ever, with the greateſt economy that ſhe 
made uſe of this reſource; but by the pru- 
dent management of that, never forgetting 
the conſideration of the future hour in the 
wants of the preſent, and of the other 
means that were in her power, ſhe was en- 
abled to move on proſperouſly, though 
ſlowly, towards her point. The beauties of 
the country leſſened as ſhe approached Co- 
logn, and when ſhe ſet her. foot within that 
dark and ugly city, her heart ſunk from a 
mingled ſenſation of diſguſt and fear; the 
wandering, unknown, and unprotected, 
through the diſmal and half deſerted ſtreets. 
of this decaying place, where ſhe was ſur- 


rounded by falling and PE houſes, ap- 
_ peared 
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peared to her infinitely more dreary and 


| depreſſing than all the thick foreſts and ex- 
| tended wilds ſhe had hitherto paſſed. She 


would have inſtantly quitted a place ſo un- 
congenial with her feelings, and. ſought 
ſhelter in ſome of the numerous farm- 


houſes which ſurround its walls, and where 


ſhe might have refreſhed herſelf with milk 


and vegetables, had ſhe not been eager to | 


aſcertain what ſhe had to hope from the 
prog of Mr. Raymond. . 


With ſome difficulty ſhe cee 100 


| way to the hotel, to which he had given | 
her a direction, and ſoon found, with more 
grief than ſurpriſe, that there was no letter 


for her. The very precarious circumſtances 
in which ſhe had left Mr. Raymond ſuffi- 
ciently accounted for the breach of his pro- 
| miſe to her, and without accuſing him of 
any intentional deceit, or criminal neglect, 


ſhe withdrew, congratulating herſeif upon 
the prudence with which ſhe huſbanded 


her little ſtore, and which ſhe now found 
was to be her only dependance. 


* 8 CHAP.. 


EXE AE 


8 


37 
a - 


AS . . r 
———— — — ——„— 


2 — — — A = 
bug — \ 2 2 
F . > nate » 3m, IO DS re” 


» 
De 


8 


15% 


PLAIN SERNSRK. 


1 * . 9 
” g F p o $ 4 9 
- i Tap 
4 | | ; 2 N 5 7 0 *. # 7 7. 
4 * l | | 
F „ - A * 0 N 
P 4 * 4 i „ ; 
= l „ · FF 4448 4 . 


p ; ; 
4 — — — —cZ ͤ k 
16 f - 5 8 : FA F . g F 7 ; ; ; 


| ou fore ha than l. ifixienSbB ARK, 


| 8 ſhe entered the hotel he bad ah 
A ſerved two carriages, that ſeemed, by 
their appearance, and the people who were 
employed about them, ie belong to ſome 
traveller of diſtinction, but ſhe had paid 
little attention to them; or ber return, 
however, one cf the ſervants ſtood fo di- 
realy in her way, that ſhe was obliged to 
ſtop till he removed; the moment he ſaw 
that he was an hindrance to any one, he 
made way with a civility that Ellen was 
_ conſcious was not made to her appearance; 
on her thanking him, he turned fuddenly 
| round, as if ſtruck 1 the tone of her voice, 
when, 


AS. 
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a what were her emotions when ſhe 
knew, him for the perſonal ſervant of Mr, 
Villars! The mn marked not the confu- 
fion into which he had thrown her, for no 
fooner did his eyes ſweep haſtily over her 
dreſs, than he ſeemed to have abandoned 
the thought that had before ſuddenly oc- 
curred, and he returned to his buſineſs; 
which was diſpoſing ſome parcels within. 
the carriage, with undivided attention. 
The effect that ſuch an u n ren- 
counter had upon Ellen was ſo great, that 
for a moment ſhe was unable to ſtir, but 
recollecting herſelf, ſhe conſidered that ſhe- 
had no proof that this perſon was ſtill in 
the ſervice of Mr. Villars, and that if he 
were, there was nothing ſhe ought more to 
avoid than the diſcovering herſelf to him; 
theſe thoughts made her remove from the 
place ſhe was in, as ſpeedily as her tren- 
bling limbs would allow; but ſhe felt it 
impoſſible to quit Cologn, without being 
aſſured whether or no Mr. Villars was there; 
gre therefore took ſhelter 1 in a baker's ſhop, 
: K 3 which 


- 


198 PLAIN SENSE, | 


which was immediately oppoſite the hotel, 

and where ſhe hoped ſhe might be allowed 

to remain until the carriages moved off, | 
eſpecially as it was plain, from the buſtle 
among the ſervants, *that this would ſoon 
take place. 

Many and divers were the thoopht that 
occupied Ellen as ſhe watched from her re- 
treat the motions of the people employed 
in making the neceſſary preparations for 
the departure. If the maſter of thoſe ſer- 
vants ſhould prove Mr. Villars, the deſire 
of diſcovering herſelf to him ſeemed almoſt 
irreſiſtible; her neceſſitous ſituation, the 
nearneſs of his relation to her, the perfect 
innocence which had always accompanied 
the whole of their intercourſe, made her in 
one moment decide that ſuch ſubſtantial ad- 
vantages as would acrue from her making 
herſelf known to him, were not to be ſacri- 
ficed to punctilios and the fear of miſcon- 
ſtruction; but the reflections of the next 
inſtant corrected this too flattering but un- 
JE: concluſion, Whether ſhe were ever 

| = 
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-_ 


: again to live with Sir William, or n 


ſhe were to be regularly ſeparated from 
him, her juſtification and her all of happi- 


neſs in this life would depend upon being 


able to clear every hour of her life from 


ſuſpicion: her return to England with Mr. 


ſenſe of propriety alſo revolted from the 
making the man who had never ceaſed to 
be her lover, the firſt confidant of Sir Wil- 


Ham's jealouſy and ill uſage; a converſation 


between them on ſuch a ſubject muſt place 
them equally inthe moſt cricical and embar- 


raſſing circumſtances, it muſt unavoidably 
recal ideas and ſentiments thatn either ought. 
to feel; and fill leſs to avow; regret an! 


reſentment mult ariſe in the b-eats of bot! L 
when canvaſſing SORRY Es of a 


marriage that had broken aſunder all the 


ties that love had formed between them, 
and it could hardly be ſuppoſed that the 
lover would not be tempted to ſeek revenge 
for the injuries done to the object of his af. 
fections, where the natural relation that he 


K 4 held 


Villars would make this impoſſible: her 
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held t to her would ſeem to give. him a right 
to be the puniſher of her oppreſſor. 
Ellen ſaw ſhe had but one refolution to 
take, but ſcarcely ever before had the found 
her will ſuch a rebel to her reaſon. While 
ſhe was engaged in theſe reflections, ſhe | 
obſerved that a lady's maid was allo bulied 
about the carriages: Elten's firſt thought 
on ſeeing her was, that ſhe might have 
ſpared all her debatings, Henry was not 
near her, for Henry was not married; the - 
next reminded her of the length of ber ab- 
ſence from England,-and her ignorance of 
all that had taken place there during chat 
period: this thought was followed by ano- 
ther if he were married, all objection to 


making herſelf known to him would va. 
niſh: ſhe ſtepped out of the ſhop with a 


deſign to make an inquiry of one of the 
ſervants, when her better reaſon cauſed her 
as haſtily again to enter it. There was no 
doubt but that Mr. Villars believed her 
dead, it was uncertain what would be the 
effect og him of her fudden appearance 

in 


- 
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in ſoch peculiar and allieing circum 
ſtances, his embtions. might be miſtaken, 
and ſhe might, by this act of ſelfiſh grati- 
fication, introduce the fiend jealouſy into- 
the breaſt of a woman, who now believed 
| herfelf happy in his undivided love; if the 
_ firſt wiſh of Ellen's heart had been to make 
the happineſs of Henry berſelf, it had long 
given place to a ſecond, little leſs fervent; 
that of ſeeing him happy with ſome worthy 
object, who, in deſerving all his love, poſ- 
ſeſſed, and returned it; probably he had 
now found fuch an one, and no-perfonal. 
inconvenience. could weigh with Ellen 
againſt the flighteſt hazard of an interrup-- 
tion of their mutual happineſs: ſhe reſolv- 
ed therefore to give up every thought of 
diſcovering herſelf to him, but ſhe waited: 
in breathleſs impatience, and with an agi- 
tation not to be deſcribed, the moment that | 
would clear up all her doubts; ſhe waited 
not long; ſcarcely had ſhe decided to re- 
main concealed, when the maſter of the 
catriage appeared—it was Henry himſelf! 
He was in deep mourning, and leaning 

1 Ke + familiarly 
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familiarly upon his arm was a young gen- 


teel looking woman, in deep mourning 


alſo. - Ellen's heart beat, | ſhe gaſped for 
breath. Henry aſſiſted his companion to 
get into the carriage, and immediately 
jumping after her, the door was ſhut, and 


they were driven away full ſpeed ; the other 
carriage drove up, two fervants entered it, 
and, with two others on horſeback, follow- 


ed the firſt carriage. . 
Ellen ſtood immoveably 0 4 with ber 


eyes eagerly following the whole train until 
not a glimpſe of them remained to be ſeen, 


then burſting into tears, ſhe haſtily left the 


ſhop, almoſt unconſcious that ſhe had ever 


entered it, and wholly unknowing where 
ſhe meant to go. A few moments brought 
ber to her recolle&ion, but ſuch was the 
indeſcribable anguiſh that had ſeized her, 


that for ſome time ſhe thought, in the va- 


ried vexations of her diſtreſsful life, ſhe had 


never known ſo bitter a moment as the 
preſent: to have been obliged, in the help- 


leſs and wretched ſtate ſhe was in, to ſuffer 
him who would have been the ſofteſt 


ſoother 
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ſoother of lis ſorrow, her . friend, 
her moſt ſtrenuous protector, thus to de- 
part unaſſiſtant to her wants, and uncon- 
ſcious of her diſtreſs, preſſed ſo heavily on 
her mind the ſeverity of her fare, and ſhew- 
ed her to herſelf ſo far removed from all 
human aid, that for a time even her ſtrong 
and well diſciplined mind was not able to 
bear up againſt ſuch a weight of wretched- 
neſs. If Cologn had before appeared dit. 
guſting, it was now become inſupportable; 
ſhe hurried to get beyond its hated walls. 
The three claſſes of people, beggars, eccle- 
ſiaſties, and nobles, into which its inhabi- 
tants are divided, were all alike indifferent 
to her, nor was the uglineſs or deſolation 
of the city itſelf any longer objects of at- 
tention or ſolicitude; her mind contained 
but one idea, Henry carried rapidly from 
her when ſhe moſt ſtood in need of his 
friendſhip and aſſiſtance; no other thought 
found admiſſion into her mind, ſhe felt, (he. 
Rong: of n elſe. 


x6. © en 
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- CHAP. XV. = 
of 
4 
Hope humbly then, to doubt is to rebel, 1 
* Let usexult in hope that all will yet be wel [ 
OO BEATTI. { 
"HEN Ellen got again 105800 the c 
city walls, ſhe ſeemed to breathe of 
more freely, the tumult of her: mind began v 
to ſubſide, ſne began to acknowledge that a 
no new misfortune had befallen her, that 1 
ſhe was in no reſpect worſe in conſequence 4 
of what had happened; that Henry, placed A 
beyond the power of aſſiſting by diſtance, i 
or by ſituation, was the ſame thing in effect, A 
and that if ſhe had been able to bear the 3 
one with patience, there was no reafonwhy p 
he ſhould find the other intolerable. n 


Having 


Aa 
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' Having thus reſtrained that power of 
Imagination, which is never indulged but 
to our hurt, with. a recompoſed mind ſhe 
began once more to call a council of her 
own thoughts, as to what was the beſt me- 
thod in which to proceed, her finances 
ſeemed to allow her little choice, and ſhe 
reſolved keeping as near to the Rhine as 
poſſible, to make the beſt of ber way to 
Nimeguen, and from thence to Helvoet- 
ſluys. But the days were now conſidera- 
| bly ſhortened, and the proportional length 
of the nights, made tlie truſting to any or 
no ſhelter, that might or miglit not be near 
when darkneſs ca me on, more formidable 
and grievous than ever. Ellen therefore 
often found herſelf obliged to facrifice what 
would have procured her a meal, to the now 
almoſt equally neceſſary comfort of a lodg- 
ing ſecured from the weather; ſhe fill 
avoided reſting i in any towns, and made her 
way from village to village, which in the 
- populous and cultivated” country which lies | 
near the Rhine, between Cologn and Ni- 
: meguen, 
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- meguen, ſhe found it not difficult to do, nor 
had ſhe reaſon to complain of want of hu- 
manity or charity in the people; her gen- 


tle manners, her being a foreigner, and 


and above all, the langour and melancholy 
that had now too ſtrongly taken poſſeſſion 


of every feature, ſeemed to plead irreſiſti- 


bly in her favor: to a night's lodging, and 


a bowl of milk in the morning, were often 


added, on diſmiſſing her, a few ſtivers, or 


a ſlice of bread that ſerved for her dinner; 3 
the money ſhe carefully hoarded for her 


paſſage to: England was. perpetually. in her 
mind, and the means, when there, that ſhe 
a take to arrive in Northumberland. 


In this manner, and by ſlow degrees, ſhe 
reached Nimeguen, without any material 


evil, or extraordinary adventure. It was 


at Nimeguen ſhe had croſſed the Rhine, 
when ſhe travelled with Sir William, and 
ſhe was well acquainted wich the different 


routes to be purſued, and the manners of | 
the people in Holland: but ſhe well knew. | 
the difference of fituation, in a country 


where 
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where nothing is to be had without money, 
between the wife of a rich Engliſhman f 
| faſhion, and a poor mendicant, whole very 
exiſtence depended- upon the charity. of 
others; that country, where a man pays for 
the few moments that his great coat lies 
upon a bench, cannot be very favorable to 
the wants of any individual, who does not 
contribute ſomething to the great ſtock. of 
national wealth, and Ellen could not con- 
demn the principle that made a nation 
hard hearted to beggars, whoſe very exiſt- 
ence depended upon the induſtry of all. 
The little ſuſtenance ſhe took ſhe therefore 
contrived in ſome way to pay for; and as 
the cheapneſs of a conveyance, by the 
Trechſcuits enabled her to avail herſelf of 
them, as a ſuſpenſion of her hitherto never- 
ceaſing fatigue, ſhe reached Helyoetſſuys 
eaſily and ſomewhat recruited in ſtrength. 
Fortunately ſhe arrived only. a few hours 
before the failing: of the packet, in which 
ſhe eaſily procured a paſſage, and at an ex- 
Ea eee to the meanneſs of her 
appearance. 
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had-few attendants and appeared not-to be 


rich; both the lady and her only female 
fervant were ſufferers in the greateſt degree 
from ſea-fickneſs, and as Ellen was happily. 
free from all indiſpoſition, and the only wo- 


man beſide themſelves in the packet, ſhe 


attended them, at the requeſt of the lady's 
huſband, in the cabin, and afforded them 
all the aſſiſtance and comfort in her power: 


the paſſage was proſperous, and not of the 
longeſt kind, and when they landed, the 


gentleman, in conſideration of Ellen's cheer- 


ful attendance upon his wife, and Judging 
by her clothes that ſhe was by no means 


above receiving a ſmall gratuity, gave her 


before they parted five ſhillings. | 
Ellen was now in England, but the emo- 


tions with which ſhe once again put her foot 


upon her native land, after ſo long and ſo 


diſaſtrous an abſence, were not thoſe of un- 


mixed joy, or even of very cheerful hopes. 
During her tedious and difficult journey, 


ſhe 
s = ; % 
. Ys . 
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appearance. The only i of any 
faſhion were a gentleman and lady, who 
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ne bad ſeldom liad leiſure, from che viel 
ſing wants of the paſſing hour, to turn her 
thoughts upon the fate that might await 
her if ever ſhe ſhould ſo far furmount thoſe 
wants as to. accompliſh the purpoſe ſhe bad 
ia hand: but now, when neatly all her dif- 
fickjes were over, and her neceſſities draw - 
ing to a concluſion, the ſituation ſhe ſhould 
find her ſriends and family in, with what 
might be the reſolutions that circumſtances, 
or the requiſitions of Sir William might 
call for on her part, filled her mind with | 
anxiety and dread: So far from knowing 
what to hope, ſhe knew not what to wiſh 3 
and'if the idea of being regularly ſeparated 
from Sir William, and being allowed to live 
unmoſleſted with her father, by occurring 
the moſt frequently to her imagination, 
ſeemed to ſay that this was really what 
would be moſt acceptable to her, there 
were ſo many conſiderations that checked 
the "OP defire,. that 1 it amounted ny to a 
Wiſh, £315 8 1 vn 
She had a child! Git leaft, ſhe g ks | 
_ nl 
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had) and for the fake of this child: he we 


have conſented to have been placed in a 


ſituation much more repugnant to her feel- 
ings than a re- union with Sir William 
would place her in; even of Sir William's 


conduct towards her ſhe was cautious of 
forming a too decided opinion, and if it 
could be proved that he had been miſtak- 
en, and not malicious, ſhe felt nothing 
within her unreſentful heart that ſhould 
prevent her endeavouring, by a life of duty 
and affection, to obliterate from the minds 


of both all the miſery they had ee 


cauſed cach other. 


It was impoſſible not to think of theſe 


Lhe ; it was impoſfible that thinking of 
them ſhould not ſink her to the loweſt de- 


gree of ſadneſs, but it was equally impoſ- 


ſible that ſhe ſhould, form one probable 
conjecture how ſhe ſhould in future be in- 


duced to act. Her impatience, however, 
to bring her fate to an iſſue, increaſed to a 


feeling of the moſt painful kind: But, al- 
though in England, ſhe was ſtill more than 


wo 


C3 
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| two: kcindivd miles from that home where 
ſhe could alone be ſure of a kind recep- 
tion, or where ſhe could inform herſelf of 
thoſe circumſtances upon which the con- 
duct of her future life muſt depend. To 
appear as a beggar, i in a country, the laws 
of which provide ſo amply for the wants of 
the indigent, as at firſt ſight ſeemed to ren- 
der it impoſſible that vice and beggary 
ſhould be disjoined, and where thoſe very 
laws, acting as it were upon this ſuppoſi- 
tion, make the very act of aſking charity 
criminal, and aſſign a puniſhment for it, 
was a ſituation that to Ellen appeared in- 

tolerable. The ſeaſonable ſupply of the 
five ſhillings given her by the gentleman, 
reſcued her from a neceſſity, to which, how- 
ever, ſhe muſt otherwiſe have ſubmitted. 

She had indeed, during the ſad reflect ions 
that occupied her mind on this ſubject dur- 
ing her paſſage from Holland, debated 
whether ſhe ſhould not, on her arrival in 
England, make her caſe known to ſome 
3 a it is probable ſhe would 
have 
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have had recourſe to this method rather 
than have appeared in the character of a 
vagabond, had ſhe continued as intirely 
deſtitute as ſhe was previous to the gift of 
the five ſhillings, but ſhe was very thank- 
ful to be ſaved from this-extremity, ſince, 
reſolute not to have told a falſe tale, ſhe 
muſt have been obliged, both againſt her 
inclination, and judgment, to have told at 
leaſt ſo much of the truth, as might have 
led to diſcoveries, which ſhe was ſenſible 
ought to be made only to her- neareſt rela- 
ions and moſt afſured friends; ſo ſeaſonable 
and ſo important was a gift, in itſelf fo. 
imall, that probably the giver would ſcarcely. 
place it, in balancing his account, on the 
fade of charity, W iti} this five ſhillings, 
which had proved a mine of wealth to El- 
len, and by the ſale of almoſt every thing 
ſhe poſſeſſed, except the miſerable clothes 
ſhe wore, Ellen was enabled to procure a 
paſſage in a coaſting veſſel, which was to 
ſail che next day for Newcaſlle, and alſo to 
e for her ſuſtenance on the voyage. - 
„ CHAP. 
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4 oh, take the wanderer home,” » 5 
. EAT TIE. 


Towamſubetüg the e When of the fox: 
| ſen, the paſſage proved a happy and 
| wherebly ſhort one, and Ellen at length be- 
held herſelf landed within thirty miles of 
Groby Manor. But the was now abſolurely 
pennyleſs, nor did ſhe poffeſs a ſingle artick 
of clothes, for which, in the opulent and 
money. getting town of Newcaſtle," ſhe 
would have been able to have fotmd a pur⸗ 
chaſer. Her objections to appearing a8 4 
common beggar, ſeeking her bread from 
door to dor, were as ſtrong in Rorthums 
berland as in Eſſex, and the fear of apply- 
ing to any perſon in 1 
ranks of life {till 3 It appeared im 

g RY 5 poſſible 
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; poſſible to ; her, that ſhe ſhould be FTE to 


tell ſuch a ſtory as would intitle her to any 
thing beyond the moſt common relief, to 
any perſon in her own country, without 
leading to queſtions which would either in- 
volve her in falſehood, or lead to the diſco- 
very of too much truth, One valuable ſhe 


Was till poſſeſſed of, this was her wedding- 
ring, and though it had only been the ſeal 


of miſery to her, ſhe felt an extreme re: 
luctance to parting with it, but ſcruples 
and ſorrows founded only in imagination, 
ſhe was in the habit of ſubduing, her rea- 


ſon acknowledged that the giving up her 


wedding ring was the moſt eligible method 
of ſupplying her preſent wants, of any in 
her power. She was within a few yards of 
a ſilverſmith's ſhop, ſhe turned towards it, 
ſhe ſtopped for a moment at the door, ſhe 


dreaded to encounter the curioſity ſhe was 


aware the application ſhe was about to 
make would excite: ſhe befitated, the ſame 
thoughts paſſed through her mind. But 
compelled by, the conviction that every 
| other 
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other way to relieve her diſtreſs was Kill. 
more objectionable than this, ſhe entered 


the ſhop; ſhe entered it however with a 
look of ſo much embarraſſment and irreſo- 


lution, as drew: on her the notice of the 


man who kept it. It was not till he had 
inquired twice in words, and with a man- 


ner perfectly civil, what ſhe wanted, that 


ſhe had courage to advance towards him: 
then taking off her worn- out glove, and 
drawing her ring from her finger, ſhe ſaid, 


with heſitation, If, Sir, you would let me 


have three ſhillings, or half a crown, upon 
this ring, I haul think myſelf. much. oblig+ 


ed to you.” She ſaw the man's eyes fixed 


inſtantly upon her hand, the whiteneſs. of 
which, with the delicacy of its form, ill 
accorded with the ſhabbineſs of her gar- 


ments, and the diſtreſs her preſent applica, 
tion indicated. « I am not accuſtomed 


to take pawns, Madam,“ ſaid the man. 


« Perhaps, then,“ replied, Ellen, y 

would give me the value of its weight, | 

Sin?“ 1 muſt diſtreſs you, Madam, to 
„ | part 
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part with Jour wedding ing,” tetothed * - 
booking earneſtiy in her face. 1 would | 


not willingly part with 'it emirely,” ſaid 
Ellen, if, therefore, you would be kind 
endugh not to diſpofe of it for a few days, 


Imoetild take it àas a favor, in 1efs than a 
Week 1 hope to be able to repurchaſe ay 


No, Madam,“ fard che man, 1 will 


net take your ring; you are fo like à lady 


chat is dead, and who was always better than 


her word, that 1 will take yours for ſoſmall 
a ſum as this,” laying down five ſhillings, 


c and if I ſhould loſe it, I will think it 
is gen to that lady, and I ſhall be very 
well fatisfed.” Ellen, aſtoniſhed and em- 
barraſſed, thought herſelf diſcovered, and 
eager to remove from the earneſt ſcrutiny 
of her new friend, haſtily took up the mo- 


ney, and ſaying, J am, indeed, extremely 


obliged to you, Sir, I will take care not to 


diſcredit your friend, ” ſhe haſtened out of 


the ſhop; the ſaw that the man followed 
her to the door of it, and attentively watch- 


on her, ſhe therefore turned as ſoon as ſhe 
9 95 | | could 
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could into another ſtreet, and with a beat- 
ing heart and trembling limbs took ſhelter 
in the firſt ſhop that preſented itſelf, which 
could afford her any refreſhment. Here; 
as ſhe purchaſed ſome rolls, her thoughts 
were buſily employed in endeavouring to | 
recolle& the features of the filverſmith; 
whom ſhe was perſuaded muſt have ſeen 
her before, and who, it was probable, that 
in her happier: days ſhe had befriended. 
Suddenly the remembrance of the grandſon - 
of old Deborah croſſed her mind, and in 
the kind relief juſt now granted her, ſhe re- 
cognized the prateful worth of that honeſt 
young man, Cheered by the recollection 
of an act of benevolence, which from the 
ſeaſonable return it had produced, ſeemed 
to have placed her in a particular manner 
under the protection of Providence, Ellen 
purſued her way with a mingled ſenſation 
of delight and hope chat had long been a 


ſtranger to her boſom. The five or ſix 


and twenty miles that now lay between her "Ry 
and the haven where ſhe hoped to repoſe | 
ol. 1. 15 after 
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after all her ſufferings, hokeven: it might 
Have appeared fix years ago as a gulph not 

1 be paſſed by her, in circumſtances like 
the preſent, now ſeemed little more than a 


needle's point; ſhe felt no difficulty, ſhe 
apprebended no danger, ſhe thought every 
object familiar to her, ſhe imagined that 


{he muſt know every face that ſhe paſſed, 
and almoſt expected to be called by ber 


name by every perſon ſhe met. The day, 


. however, was ſomewhat advanced, and 
night came on, when ſhe was ſtill ſixteen 
miles frem Groby Manor; ſhe eaſily pro · 


cured herſelf a decent and comfortable ac- 


commodation for the night, (for ſhe was 


now rich, and could pay ſumptuouſly for 
what ſhe wanted) but ſleep, which had of- 
ten viſited her under the imperfect ſhelter 
of a wall, or when expoſed to the drop- 
pings of a tree, now fled the warm com- 


forts of her preſent chamber; the thoughts 


of the next day filled her mind, and held 


her eyes waking. She aroſe with the. firſt 


_ rays of light, and reſumed her journey. 


* 


11 was a bright froſty morning, in the 


beginning of October, all nature looked 
cheerful, and Ellen's heart, which {ill re- 
tained the impreſſions ſne had received in 
the ſilverſmith's ſhop the day before, par- 
took of the cheerfulneſs around her. As 
ſhe walked forward, theſe ſenſations ſab. 


ſided, and gave place to the fears that the 
probable changes which had taken place 
during the laſt four years in the home to 


which ſhe was returning, naturally gave riſe 
to. The day paſſed on, Ellen grew every 5 
hour nearer to that ſpot, where alone, in 


the whole courſe of her life, ſhe had known 


| happineſs, and where only ſhe could hope, N 


if ever happineſs were to be her's again, to 


find it. Her emotions increaſed every ſtep 
the advanced : ſometimes. ſhe was obliged . 


to ſtop for the refreſhment that. her failing 


powers made neceffary ; at others, to re- 
main a few moments motionleſs where, ſhe 
ve, without the power of ſcekiag na 2 
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after all her ſufferings, however it might 
have appeared ſix years ago as a gulph not 
to be paſſed by her, in circumſtances like 
the preſent, now ſeemed little more than a 
needle's point ; ſhe felt no difficulty, ſhe 
apprehended no danger, ſhe thought every 
object familiar to her, ſhe imagined that 
| the muſt know every face that ſhe paſſed, 
and almoſt expected to be called by her 
name by erery perſon ſhe met. The day, 
' however, was fomewhat advanced, and 
night came on, when ſhe was fill ſixteen 
miles from Groby Manor; ſhe eaſily pro- 
cured herſelf a decent and comfortable ac- 
commodation for the night, (for ſhe was 
now rich, and could pay ſumptuouſly for 
| what ſhe wanted) but ſleep, which had of- 
ten viſited her under the imperfect ſhelter 
of a wall, or when expoſed to the drop- 
pings of a tree, now fled the warm com- 
forts of her preſent chamber; the thoughts 
of the next day filled her mind, and held 
her eyes waking. She aroſe with the firſt 
. rays of light, and reſumed her journey. 
OFT try e 


It was 3 bright froſty morning, in als 
| beginning of October, all nature looked 
cheerful, and Ellen's heart, which ſtill re- 
tained the impreſſions ſhe had received in. 
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the filverſmich's ſhop the day before, par- 


took of the cheerfulneſs around her. As 
| ſhe walked forward, theſe ſenſations ſub- 
ſided, and gave place to the fears that the 
probable changes which had taken place 
9 the laſt four years in the home to 
which ſhe was returning, naturally gave riſe 
to. The day paſſed on, Ellen grew every 


hour nearer to that ſpot, where alone, in 


the whole courſe of her life, ſhe had known 


happineſs, and where only ſhe could "oy. . 


if ever happineſs were to be her's again, to 

find it. Her emotions increaſed every ep 
ſhe advanced : ſometimes. ſhe was obliged 
to ſtop for the refreſhment that her failing 
powers made neceſſary; at others, to re. 
main a few. moments motionleſs where, be 
e without the power 95 loeking: NT * 
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From incoherent words and ſighs, 
E duch wond ' rous tranſports break, 
E Ear more than henied cloquence, , 
1 With all her tongues can ſpeak: 
* And now with ſtrong ing lk, 
They ſearch each other'seye, 
s e ten bo he ions. 61 
* N doubt the real joy.“ A . 
OLD BALLAD. 


7 


we 


HE evening brake, and the dit. 
tant chimnies of Groby Manor ap- 
peared. If time, ſaid Ellen, has not 
q changed the habits of the dear inhabitants 
| of that beloved manſion, this is the hour 
| when they are about to aſſemble round the 
tea board; now the evening muſic, or the 
evening ecture begins: Oh! beloved 


- friends? there awaits * an interruption 
to 
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to your pleaſures that will be infinitely 
dearer to you than them all.“ Ellen ſaid 


this as ſhe began to aſcend the hill, that 
led by gentle windings to the houſe : ſhe: 
had determined to approach it on that ſide 


which looked upon the valley leading to the 


parſonage, and to make her entrance if ſhe 
could through the windows of the com- 


mon fitting room, that opened from the 


ground: there it was likely that ſome, if 


not all the family would be aſſembled, and 


as the ſun was not yet ſet, ſhe did not fear 


finding her entrance barred; The tumult 
of her mind was ſuch, that her defigns 
might rather be called impulſe than reaſon- - 


ing, and as ſhe aſcended the hill her limbs 
could hardly ſupport her trembling frame. 
She reached the top, ſhe drew near the 
houſe, a plane tree was placed ſo near one 
of the windows as to prevent all objects be- 
yond it from being ſeen from thence. It 
was on this ſide that Ellen approached, the 


window immediately behind the plane-tree 


was open, Ellen intended, or thought ſhe 


IL. 3” | intended 
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Ellen, and ſprang forward, but ſhe could 
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inde entering through. it: She advanc- 


ed, her tremblings increaſed, ſhe was oblig- 


ed to ſupport herſelf againſt the trunk of 
the plane tree; ſhe heard the ſound of an 
inſtrument, ſhe could ſee within the room, 
ſhe looked, at the harpfichord fat the very 


lady ſhe had ſeen accompanying Mr. Vil- 
lars fix weeks before into his chaiſe at Co- 


logn: Mr. Villars himſelf was at that mo- . 


ment behind her chair, and hanging upon 
her gown was a playful little girl; in ano- 
ther part of the room fat Mrs. Raymond 


at work, and near her Mr. Mordaunt, and 
two young gir ls, who were alſo at work. 


Ellen remained ſpeechleſs, motionleſs, gaz- 
ing intently upon what ſhe ſaw, and yet 
unconſcious that ſhe faw any thing; every 
faculty was ſuſpended, a ie de 


had ſeized her. 


At this moment one :of the girls nit 


ber head from her work ſaw a figure under 


the plane-tree, Who's there?“ ſaid ſhe, 
in a voice of affright. It is me,” ſaid 


do 


3 
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do no more, ſhe ſunk lifeleſs on the window 

frame. What ſounds are thoſe?” cried 
Henry, he ruſhed toward her, he raiſed her 
in his arms, It is—Oh! heavens, is this 
my Ellen ? Ellen! ſaid the aſtoniſhed 
and bewildered father, . Gracious God! 
haſt thou fuffered her to leave thy manſions 
of bliſs to comfort her afflicted parent ?” 
Ellen was laid upon a ſofa, but ſhe con- 
tinued ſenſeleſs, nor were thoſe that flood 
gazing round her more conſcious of exiſt- 
ence than herſeif ; one of the young people 
| leſs intereſted than the veſt in the ſcene be- 
fore her, ran for aſſiſtance. The room was 
preſently filled with ſervants, Ellen began 


to revive, Henry kneeling before her had 5 


ſeized both her hands. I have found her,” 
repeated he, ** and no power on earth ſhall 
part us more.” Ellen heard him not, ſhe 
ſaw only her father, and with a ſudden 
motion threw herſelf at his feet, he claſped 
her in his arms, it is herſelf ! ſhe is alive! 
Oh! bleſſed God, what wonders are theſe!” 
; Although Ellen's worn down frame was lit- 
OE es Par i tle 


— 


224 PLAIN: SENSE, 


tle able to ſupport ſuch violent and affect- 
ing emotions, yet being prepared for the 
ſcene, ſhe was the firſt to recover ſome 
degree of compoſure. ** I am indeed re- 
ſtored to you,” ſaid ſhe, “ by little leſs 
than a miracle: let us not by our own ve- 
hemence make vain all that God has done 
for us,” and looking around her, ſhe ſeem- 
ed to demand whether ſhe ſaw all the fa- 
mily that time and abſence had ſpared. 
Her father preſſed her to his heart, you 
will ſee your ſiſters, they are married, they 
are happy; but your mother (let us not re- 
pine) inſtead of a mother's embraces re- 
ceive thoſe of your daughter.“ My 
daughter?“ ſaid Ellen rapturouſly, © is 
this my daughter?“ The lovely child was 
already in her arms. Deareſt infant!“ 
ſaid Ellen, and overcome by the painful 
neſs of her recollections, a riſing ſob check- 
ed ber voice, and ſhe burſt into tears. 
„Then you, Madam,“ ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as 
ſhe could again ſpeak, and addreſſing her- 
ſelf to the young lady whom ſhe had ſeen 

© EU. 
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at the harpſichord, te then you, Madam,” 


are not the mother of this beloved baby? 


«© Her mother!” returned the lady, How 
cruel has fortune been thus to make ſtran- 
gers of ſuch near relations.“ 


* heart.“ 

iT here was a vain 1 Ellen longed 
to aſk, yet knew not how. The manner 
and words of Henry, ſo different from any 


he had ever uſed ſince ſne became a wife, 
| ſuggeſted a thought that ſhe knew not how 


to expreſs, and by the variety of emotions 


it excited, preſſed upon her heart with a 


weight that was intolerable, ſhe threw her- 


ſelf into her father's arms, and hiding her 
my father ſaid 
ſhe, where is Sir William Ackland? 


face in his boſom, Oh! 


Where is my buſband?” (“Be compoſed, 


deareſt creature,” faid Mr. Mordaunt, it is 
herhaps happy for us all that he can no 
longer anſwer for his conduct in this 


monde is Ellen became ſuddenly ſick, Let 


Ls 1 . 


— 


* 


She is my : 
ſiſter, cried Henry, my youngeſt 6ſter, 
the exact i n of my * the darling of 
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me retire, I beſeech you,” faid he, e poor 
unhappy man! (tears running down her 
checks) miſtaken, or cruel, I equally pity 


you.” Mrs. Raymond and Mr. Mordaunt 
withdrew with Ellen, and Henry accom- 


panied her to the door of Mrs. Raymond's 


room, carrying the little girl in his arms, 


from whom Ellen could not bear to be ſe- 


parated a, fingte moment. Ellen was un- 
able to e herſelf any longer, and at 


her own requeſt ſhe was put to bed, and 
all parties being in poſſeſſion of the great 
outlines of thoſe events that it moſt con- 
cerned them to know, all farther explana- 
tion was, by mutual conſent, deferred. 
Mrs. Raymond could not conſent to quit 
Ellen's bed · ſide during the night, in ſpite 
of her remonſtrances, who told her, ſmiling, 
the was much more accuſtomed to be left 
wholly to her own care, than ſhe could be 
to ſpend a night in watching. © In this 


bed, in this room,” added ſhe, © with a 


table covered as that is, with every thing 
chat can terpt the appetite, or mitigate the 
< pains 
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py pains of kek held, I am ach; more likely: | 
to be fleepleſs from aftoniſhment than from 


5 any fear or want of accommodation,” 
Mrs. Raymond, who could not feel the 
| full force of this obſervation, yet under- 


ſtood enough of it to be unable to reſtrain 
her tears, at the thoughts of the former 


hardſhips to which Ellen alluded. It 


ſeems ſo impoſſible, returned ſhe weeping, 


that you ſhould be really here, that 


- were I to leave you fora moment, I _ 


not expect to find you on my return.“ 


 _ Henry was no ſooner appriſed GE Mr. 
Mordaunt that he muſt not bope to ſee 


Ellen that night, than he ſer off to the par- 


ſonage: The tale he had to tell was ſo be- 
| yond all credibility, that his friends there 


for ſome minutes believed him raving; 


bot ſeeing nothing in his looks or manner 


to confirm ſuch an opinion, their feelings 


became little lefs agitated than his own ; 
the fact that he ſo conſtantly averred, that 


Ellen was alive, and at Groby Manor, he 


pretended not to account for or explain, 
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and though they began to be a | 


that he doubted not the truth of what he 


ſaid, yet they could not. perſuade them- 


ſelves that he was not by ſome means de- 


ceived ;. they reſolved therefore to verify 


his words by the evidence of their own 
ſenſes, and late as it was, Mr. and Mrs. 

Thornton and Mary, who, (although ſhe 
had been married a twelvemonth) ſtill. con- 
tinued at the parſonage, reſolved to ac- 


company him to Groby Manor. Mr. 
Mordaunt had taken his ſtation in a corner 
of .. Ellen's bed chamber; for to ſeparate | 


from her he found to be impoſlible, and 


he thought the loſs of ſleep amply recom- 
penſed by ſeeing her breathe, and ſome- 


times hearing her ſpeak : Miſs Villars and 


the two young Raymond's were in the par- 


_ Jour waiting the return of Henry; they 


confirmed to the wondering Thorntons' 
the events of the evening, and their mutual 


joy and aſtoniſhment, with the variety of 


cxclamations and conjectures that engaged 


them ſo e baniſhed. all defire f 
fleep | 


* 


fleep and gelt wo the da party, that 

it was determined they ſhould fit up toge- 

ther for the remainder of the night. Henry 
and Mary often ſtole: gently, to the door of 

| Ellen's room, they liſtened, all was quiet, 
they hoped ſhe flept. They returned to the 

parlour to communicate their hopes to their 
. friends, and then a again crept to confirmthem 

to themſelves. Ellen, however, was ſleep- 
leſs, but the quiet ſhe impoſed on herſelf 
enabled her to collect her thoughts, and to 

prepare for the renewed emotions 04 the 
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Te GLOVER» 
HE ans day at length came; and El- 
lien found her bed inſupportably irk- 


ſome to her, ſhe could no longer delay the 


knowledge of a thouſand particulars, ſo in- 


tereſting to her, and ſo important to her 

happineſs; nor was the impatience of her 
friends much leſs than her own. Mrs. 
Raymond furniſhed her with clothes; for 


whatever Ellen could have done, none of 


her family would have borne to have * 8 
her in thoſe tattered and worn out g 
ments, that were ſuch painful indications 
of the hardſhips ſhe had ſuffered. ._ 


= he reſult of the reflections ſu IP 
* EC of 2 
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| through the whole of Ellen's wakeful night, 
had been a determination to learn from 
her father, in a converſation between them- 
ſelves, all the circumſtances attendant on 
Sir William's death, and the actual ſituation 
1 Henry, it having appeared plainly to 
ber, in the few words that ſhe had yet heard 
him utter, that his ſentiments towards her 
were the ſame as ever, and that his hopes 
of poſſeſſing her were now again riſen as _ 
high as in the happieſt days of their mu- 
tual affect ion; but Ellen had too long been 
accuſtomed to place the curb of reaſon up- 5 
on her wiſhes, to ſuffer them alone to in⸗ 
fluence her actions; ſhe had long ceaſed to 
conſider Henry as her lover, but ſne had 
never ceaſed to entertain for him that 
friendſhip, which his virtues and his love 
towards her ſo well deſerved: If affliftion 
had ſubdued her paſſions, it had awakened 
ber affections; ſhe was now a mother, and 
| ſhe felt that no conſideration on earth could 
tempt her to any act that might, in its re- 
moteſt conſequences, be prejudicial to that 
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dear infant ſo newly found and ſo ligt 
cheriſhed; if, in her early youth, ſhe had 
| yielded her partiality for the man of her 
 - choice, to a ſenſe of the duty he owed his 
parent, ſhe. well knew now how to make it 
| ſubmit to that which ſhe owed. her child: 
But it was poſſible that duty and inclina- 
tion might at length agree: Ellen's heart 
ll flattered her at the thought, but ſhe ſuf- 
g fered it not to riſe into a wiſh; ſhe would 
have no wiſh on this ne unſanctioned 
* ber father. * 
Ellen was ſcarcely dreſſed W Ge Fey 
| fred to ſee him; and the enraptured, yet 
anxxious parent, flew to obey ber ſummons; 
ſhe begged Mrs. Raymond would leave 
them together, but ſhe placed her little 
girl upon her knees. © 1 cannot fear, 


r 
I * ” 


Want. AL 
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| ſaid Ellen to herſelf, © any faulty impulſe 

l of my heart, while I hold to it this pledge 1 
| and reward of its rectitude.“ As Mr. Mor- | 
1 |  daunt viewed the languid and travel- worn | 
| figure of Ellen, as he confidered the pale- = 
FR neſs * her check and the heavineſs of her J 


i 

Be X 
. . 

* 85 

© 8 ec) Ee 

oy - - — 7 « , 
a3 | b x : : 


PLAIN: SENSE. | 2233 


eye, his emotions almoſt n him 
*, Oh! my child,“ ſaid he, what muſt 
you not have ſuffered, and for 1 
76 Tell me, my father,” ſaid Ellen, © how 
long you have ſuppoſed me dead ce We 
were taught to believe you died in bring- 
ing that infant into the world.“ „ And 
did Sir William appear afflicted for my 
loſs? and where and how has he lived 
fince? and, above all, did he not in dying 
give you ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe I exiſted? 
He did not return to England till a 
twelvemonth after your ſuppoſed death; 
and then for the fole purpoſe of placing 
his child under the care of a relation of his 
mother's, and it was not until after I had 
- repeatedly urged him, by every motive 1 
could imagine, to afford mie the ſatisfac- 
tion of ſeeing him, that I could prevail up- 
on him to make me a viſit: I was then at- 
eee, your mother in her laſt illneſs, 1 
could not go to him; he remained here 
only two days, and appeared the moſt 
vretched of men. I repented that any con · 
| Kidz 
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fideration for ſelf had induced me to force 
him into a viſit that ſeemed ſo painful to 
him; yet there was ſomething in his grief 
that ill accorded with mine, it had more of 


fury and deſperation in it than ſoftneſs: 


Once, and only once, I attempted to lead 
him to ſpeak of you; he ſtarted from his 
chair, . Oh! name her not, ſhe has un- 
done me! ſhe has ruined my peace for 
ever! Worthy old man!” continued he, 
you know not how fatal a gift you be- 
ſtowed when you gave me your daughter!“ 
I believed the violence of theſe expreſſions 
to be the ravings of grief for a loſs, that 
my own ſufferings told me muſt to a huſ- 
band be almoſt + paſt endurance. I en- 


treated he would let me ſee my grandchild, - 


the ſole remains of Ellen: She is not 
like her,“ returned he, che does not bear 
her name, the will not I hope bear her fea- 


tures.” << Oh 1 I hope ſhe will,” returned 


I fondly, “and in time, Sir William, you 


will find comfort in what now perhaps 
Be be t too lively: an emblem of what you 


have 


would not drive me to madneſs.” I ſought 
to ſooth him, and moſt carefully during the 
ſhort time he afterwards ſtayed with me, 


did I avoid a ſubject that I now ſaw he 
could not bear ! He remained ſome months 


in London, and I heard from every one of 
the deep ſhade of grief that was impreſſed 


on his behaviour and countenance. He 
quitted England the following ſpring, and 


returned to it no more : Four months Are 


ſcarcely paſt fince he died ſuddenly, with 
no previous illneſs, at Vienna: I was in- 


formed of the event by a Bohemian noble- 
man, whom I underſtood to have been or. 


William's intimate friend ; there were fome 


words in this gentleman' s letter of which I 5 
never until now could gueſs the meaning, 


but which muſt certainly have alluded to 


- the unhappy miſtake, from which my be- 


loved child muſt have ſuffered ſo much, 
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oft He eds aloft eon telleß with | 
paſſion: «© No more, faid- he, if you 


2 


and which appears to have made Sir Wil- | 


liam's life entirely wretched : theſe words 


* WM; 


ſeemed . 
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ſeemed to intimate, that had Sir William | 
been allowed time for any death-bed reflec- 


tions, he might have been induced to have 


® « + 


tion, the juſtice of which had not been 


mitigated the ſeyerity of ſome determina- 


ee to ſatisfy him under the rigour of 


1 conſidered this intimation merely as 


A . of an apology for ſome action of 
Sir William's, which might ſome time 


probably come to my knowledge, which 


his friend was conſcious would. ſtand | in 


need of one.“ 


1 found,” 3 Mr. N 


for Ellen broke not in upon his diſcourſe, 
« that the guardians appointed to. your 
dear infant were people unknown to me, 


and wholly unconnefted with my family; 
and it ſeemed as if Sir William wiſhed to 
keep her as far apart from every one of us 


as poſſible; but my heart longed to ſee her, 
and our dear Henry, who has been my 
guardian angel under all my troubles, and 
is now the ſupport of my declining age, 


* me this bleſſing, as s he has done 
many 
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many others: He prevailed upon as lady' : 


with whom ſhe is placed, to truſt her to the 
care of his ſiſter and himſelf, when they 
were about to make a viſit to Northum⸗- „ 


| berland ; ; they have been with me ten- days, 


and there has not been an hour in any one 


of thoſe days in which Henry and I have 


not ſoothed our never ceaſing regret by en- 
deavouring to trace your features in the . 


1 of that infant's face.? 


Ellen felt that her heart was not indi- 


rent to this panegyric upon Henry. And 
Lord Villars,” aſked ſhe, does he fill 


purſue the ſame projects of ambition and 


avarice, ſo often defeated, but never gi ven 


up Lord Villars, repeated Mr. Mor- 
daunt, * do you not know—but, alas! you 


Cannot know=there is now no other Lord 


Villars than Henry. * «Gracious heaven!” 
faid Ellen, and her pale cheek became fill 


paler. He died of a liver complaint about 


three months ago,” continued Mr. Mor- 


daunt; his death was foreſeen, and Henry 
croſſed the channel to bring home his ſiſ- 


a ter, 
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ter, who had 1 ſome time abroad 717 W 


| Lady Edwards, but Lord Villars died be-. 


fore they could return, before, indeed, 
Henry had reached the place where his ſiſ- 
ter then was. Since his return to England 


| he. has been wholly taken up with his fa- 


mily affairs, and it was not till within theſe 


ten days that he had leiſure to give me, 
what he knows to be my beſt comfort, his 
dearly beloved ſociety.” 4 But, dear Sir,” 
ſaid Ellen, © my brother, what of him, 


does he afford you no comfort? None, 
Ellen, none; he and Lady Almeria have 
no reliſh for the ſhades of a northern re- 
tirement, or for the ſociety of an old man, 
though that man is a father; their life is 


one unvaried round of diffipation and ex 
pence, and the only ſatisfaction | reap from 


their union is, ſome times the company of 
ſome of their children, of which they have 


three.” < My ſiſters ?” ſaid Ellen. Are 


happily, though not ſplendidly . married; ; 


| they are both ſertled i in this country, and 
do every thing 1 in their power to make my 


old | 


. 
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world?” Oh! my Ellen,” returned the 
delighted parent, you have much more to 


aſk, and much more to do; you have to : 
e 1 will not ſay the conſtancy, for 
that may be objectionable, but the virtues 


of our Henry; happineſs too is in long ar- 
rears to you, and you may now reaſonably 
_ aſk for payment,” © But can 1,” ſaid El- 


len, give my child another parent! ? Can 
1 bass her welfare on the ſhock of inte- 
reſts, ſo often the conſequence of a ſecond. 
connexion?“ Who would you ſooner 


chooſe for a parent to your child,” return 


ed Mr. Mordaunt ſmiling, © than Henry? 
Who would you rather make the guardian 


of 
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eld age Sinne my daughter Ray- 
mond and her two girls are kind and goed _ 
to me; and now,” cried he, claſping her in : | 
bis arms, ſince l once again embrace my 
Ellen, Amel is nothing this world has more 
to give“ And I,“ faid Ellen, „if 1 
can bleſs th decliniag years of my father, 
and guard the opening dawn of this dear 
child, what more ſhall I have to aſk in this 


of your deareſt TER than him? Aut 1 
leave him to plead his own cauſe: My El- 
| len muſt have andergone a wonderful me- 
tamorphoſis, indeed, if ſhe: found in her 
breaſt any impediment to his withes fro 
miſtaken delicacy, or weak punctilio, and 
every reaſon muſt be on his ſide: And now. 
my deareſt, let us go down together, I am 
impatient to hear your ſtory, but I will not 
detain you from your friends, whoſe tender 
intereſt in all that concerns you, has kept 
them waking the whole night, and who are 
as impatient to ſee and hear you as myſelf/? 
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CHAP. XIX. 


The form of virtue dignify'd the ſcene; * 
In her majeſtic ſweetneſs was diſplay'd, 
*The mind ſublime and happy. From her lips 
. © Seem'd eloquence to flow.” GLOVER, 


* Laſt came Jjoy's extatic trial.” 
| | 35 COLLINS. 


\LLEN OY but ſhe was + en 
4 when ike came to move to find her- 
ſelf ſo enfeebled and trembling, that ſhe 
could not but ſuppoſe, had her journey 
been prolonged one other day, ſhe muſt 
have ſunk under the fatigue ; but ſhe re- 
collected not how much more the emotions 
of the mind exhauſt the ſtrength than any 
labours of the body: What ſhe had under- 
gone ſince her arrival in Northumberland 
| had contributed more towards the deſtru c 
tion of her bodily powers, than all the | 
hardſhips a, pilgrimage of more than eight 
Hundred miles had expoſed . e IA 
. No 


#7 
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No 1 was the door of her. POS 
heard to open, by her liſtening friends be- 


low, than Henry flew up ſtairs, and ſeeing | 
her inability to ſupport herſelf, and that 


Mr. Mordaunt tottered with. her weight, 


Let me ſupport : you, my; .deareſt couſin,” 


faid he, it is a relation's office, you. will 


not deny me.“ Ellen; almoſt Gnking, ſuf⸗ 
fered him to put his arms round her, but 
he was ſeized with ſo violent a fit of trem- 


bling, that he was obliged for a moment to 


ſupport both himſelf and her by: leaning 
againſt the wall. Ellen had been appriſed 


that the Thorntons were below, and they, 
therefore, baving no fear of her ſuffering 
from the ſurpriſe of their ſudden appearance 
could no longer reſtrain; their impatience, 
but haſtily followed Henry up ſtairs: Ib 


was fortunate they did ſo, for ſo great was 


his emotion beeome, that he could not have 
ſupported Ellen another moment. Mr. 


Thornton claſped his arms round her, the 
beloved Mary received her finking head 


upon her boſom, while Mrs. Thornton, 


8 
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half frantic wk ner j joy, deluged h her with 
perfumed water one moment, and ſtifled 
her with careſſes the next. A moment's 
conſideration convinced them all that El- 
len was unfit to be removed down ſtairs „ 
they therefore agreed to affemble in Mr. 

Mordaunt's library, which was immedi- 
ately oppoſite the bed - chamber aſſigned to 

Ellen. Henry could not, however prevail 

upon himſelf again to quit her, and having 
regained ſteadier nerves, he carried her, 
with the aſſiſtance of Mr. Thornton, into. 

the library; here being laid upon a ſofa, 1 
few moments ſuſſiced to recoinpole! ber 
mind. 

e CPE not have. 4 myſelf. of 
1 much debility,” faid ſhe, ſmiling, “and 
when 1 come to tell you what J have been 

doing for the laſt three months, you will 
agree with me, that I have little right to 
lch fine lady-like airs.“ Oh!” cried 

Henry fervently, ** you are weak, we all 

are weak from feelings no fine lady ever 
knew.” Indeed, the group that were now 

, % VVV nee | 


244 PLAIN - SENSE, | 


gathered round Ellen ſeemed to have for- 
gotten. all conſideration of ſelf,” in the 
thoughts of the beloved object they encir- 
cled. Mr. Mordaunt had drawn a low ſtool 
cloſe to the ſofa, and held Ellen's hands in 
his. Henry was leaning over the back of 
it, with his eyes intently fixed upon her 
face; Mary was upon her knees, preſſing 
cloſe up between Mrs. Mordaunt and El- 
len, while the reſt of the party had diſpoſed 
of themſelves into a kind of outward circle, 
and all were alike emulative of the pleaſure 
of adwiniſtering to Ellen's wants ; one idea 
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F ſeemed to prevail with them all, that the 
| miſeries ſhe had ſuffered, and the hardſhips | 
js | ſhe had undergone, called for every indem- 1 
N nification in their power: Ellen had ſcarce- 
1 ly any vice, and, bathed in tears, was un- 
i able to look up: I have not,” faid ſhe, | | 
K in broken and interrupted accents, “ in al! Il 
k my ſorrows, ſhed ſo many tears from grief 25 
„ as I now ſhed from joy; but, indeed, I = 
muſt not indulge myſelf: 1 muſt ſhake off ] 
this weaknels ; yet who ſhall wonder that i 
the | 
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the ſenſe of che mercies I have received is 
ſo overcoming?” 
Impatient as the Whole ieee were to be 
acquainted with every particular of Ellen's 
fate; they all, with one voice, declared 
againſt the indulgence of their curioſity till 
ſhe was ſomewhat more reſtored to compo- 
fure; but ſhe was aware that this would 
never be while the had ſo intereſting a hiſ- 
tory to relate. © Believe me,” ſaid ſhe, 
e that nothing is ſo likely to huſh theſe 
contending feelings as the dullneſs of nar- 
rative; I ſhall perhaps fatigue myſelf with 
the length of my ſtory, but ſuch fatigue 
will be ſalotary: 1 want ſleep, mine has 
been long broken, and for the two laſt 
nights wholly interrupted ;/ if 1 can talk 
myſelf to fleep, there is nothing from which 
I ſhall receive ſo much benefit; and. to 
_ Neep while I have ſuch a Ne to tell is im- 
| - pofſible.. „ 9 
A party drew cloſer und her, al 
Henry, half invited, found a ſeat on the 
fola, at © her feet, as, ſupported by pillows, - 
M J* ſhe 
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ſhe changed her poſture from that of ER | 
down to a fitting one. It cannot be doubt- 
ed what were the emotions with which El- 


len was liflened to. Pity, admiration, grief, 


indignation, and aſtoniſhment, ſucceeded 
each other; but when ſhe came to relate 
the circumſtance which ſeemed to have 
ſcaled her fate, and of which, being abſo- 
lutely ignorant, ſhe was at a loſs whether 
to impute to miſtake, or contrivance, 
Henry, in an agony he could not reſtrain, 
threw himſelf on his knees before her: 


Ohl my Ellen,” cried he graſping her 
hands, my ſuffering, my ever beloved 


Ellen, do not, do not hate me! I am the 


wretch that have undone you: I conducted 
you to that hated priſon, I cloſed its doors 


upon you; your agonizing days, your ſleep- 


leſs nights, were all the gift of my hand: 


But, Oh! if you net pardon me, do not, 


do not hate me.” © Oh! Henry,” replied 
Ellen, gently returning the preſſure of his 
hand, be affured I never entertained a 
ſentiment of batred, even towards the real 


author 
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author of my 3 how then ſhould I i 
hate you ?? * And can you forgive me? 


And do you call me your dear Henry? | 


Mr. Thornton pray for me, I ſhall not keep 
my ſenſes.” © Nor,” ſaid Mr. Thornton 
fervently, op ſuffer Ellen to keep. hers: 
Can you admire the ſtrength of mind which 
has ſupported her through ſuch trying 
ſcenes, and yet deſert yourſelf ſo pitiably ?” 


* But I was not tried with joy,” ſaid El. 


len, holding out her hands towards Henry, 
(who had haſtily let them go on hearing 
Mr. Thornton's rebuke) « and thoſe who 
have felt them both know how much more 

: difficult it is to bear Joy than ſorrow.” 
Henry's tears rolled down his cheeks, he 
endeavoured. to conceal his face as he 
ſtooped to kiſs again and again the dear 
hands he held: “ Say,” cried he, in ac- 
cents ſcarcely articulate,. ** ſay,you forgive 
me for all my faults,” Let us not talk 
of forgiveneſs, returned Ellen, br and but 
this once ſuffer me to aſſure you, that vou 


have lightened my. heart of the. ſingle re- 
maining 
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| maining weight that oppreſſed it, by clear · 


ing the memory of a man whom I would 
not contemn from the imputation of the 
only act of villainy with which could 
charge him: It is caly to Pardon i injuries 
originating in miſtake,” and a miſtake too 
that 'I underſtand has coſt the unhappy | 
perſon fo deceived ſtill more than it has 
coſt me.” Henry then explained bow fa- 
tally his fropuloa attention to the deli- 
cacy and peace of Ellen had ſucceeded : 
He remembered the' contents of Lady Al- = 
meria's note, though he could not at that 
diſtance of time call to mind the exact 


terms of it, and upon which Sir William's 


miſtake was grounded. The good heart 
of Mr. Mordaunt 'rejotced equally with 
Ellen 1 7 that there was {10 ſtrong an appear- 
ance of impropriety in the conduct of Hen- 


ry, as to juſtify che confirmation it had 


given to thofe injurious fuſpicions which 
had, however, been before moſt unjuſlifi- 


_ ws taken up. Without ſuch an apology, 


ir Wallin muſt haye appeared one of the * 
worlt 
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worſt of men; but neither Mr. Mordaunt, | 
nor the chriſtian Mr. Thornton, much leſs 


could Henry admit of any excuſe for the 


methad he had taken to gratify his re- | 


'venge, nor the right he had aſſumed to 


himſelf of ſo cruelly puniſhing offences for 


which the laws of his country has appoint- 
ed a much leſs ſevere chaſtiſement : Nor 
will it be expected that the females of the 
party were more favorable to ſo legal a 
proceeding ;* and Ellen, though ſhe did 


not chuſe to join in the condemnation, en- 
tered not into defence of a conduct which 
the conſidered as indefenſible. In mention- 
ing the adventure in the ruined Monaſtery 


ſhe carefully avoided naming the name of 
Mr. Raymond, though ſhe expatiated on 
the. happy circumſtance it had proved to 
her, in procuring her the ducat, which ſhe 


had found of ſo much uſe. It was with 


ſhe had felt on the fight of Henry at Co- 


logn. And could you, did you,” echoed 


from every mouth, Din ſuch circumſtan- 
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ces, in ſuch diſtreſs; could you ſuffer him 
to depart without making yourſelf known: 
to him? d What could I do?“ cried 
Ellen, in a tone of ſelf defence, what 
power on earth could have convinced Sir 
William of my innocence, had T recur ned 
to England with Henry? And would you 
have had me bartered my reputation, and. 
my only chance of happineſs, for an eſcape 
from hardſhips that I had already proved 
not to be inſupportable? But God only 
knows what it coſt me to make the choice 
Idid b. The choice l' ſaid Mr. Mor- 
daunt rapturouſſy, © the choice was like 
yourſelf; it was the reſult of the pureft 
Principle and the ſteadieſt reaſon: But this 
ſtory will kill us all, for God's ſake make 
| haſte toafrive in England, or 1 too (hall 
1ncur Mr. Thornton's. cenſure, for my 
brain will hardly bear it.” Mr. Thorn- 
ton,“ ſaid Mrs. Thornton, sc has little rea- 
ſon to reproach you, look at him, did yon 
ever ſee him ſo moved before?” Oh! 
who would not be moved, Aid Mr. 

52 Thornton- 
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5 Thioratorl; « at ſuch a proof of the Atenger 


_ of rectitude, and the power of reaſon?” 


And yet, wonderful as it appears, it is in 
the power of every one to whom God has 


given common underſtanding, and has not 
curſed with unnatural dopravity, to act as 
uprightly: and heroically as Ellen has done; 


all the reſt is the reſult of cultivation; or 


{elf diſcipline, and of a continued habit f 


referring all our actions to principle.“ 1 


c My: ever dear preceptor, ” ſaid Ellen, 
* if I. have been able to act rightly: I owe” 


it to you, to my dear Mrs. Thornton, to . 


my father; but chieffy 1 wilt ſay: to von, 
uiho, never ſparing of your praiſe when 1 
deſerved commendation, gave it always 
with the ſame judgment you have now 
done, and by convincing me the path of 
virtue was practieable to all, made me 
allutes: to repreſent it to myſelf as diff" 
colt.“ Henry could not ſpeak, be ft 


with his face reſted upon the arm of the 


ſofa, in a ſtate of emotion that ſhook his 
Whole frame; he heard not Mr. Thoru- 
| tow? 's moral; be gave no credit to the eafy 
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| practicability of ſuch virtues as Ellen” s; he 
thought her an angel, and that it was ſcarce- 
ly amongſt her fellow angels that ſhe was to 
be equalled. Ellen haſtened to conclude a+ 
narrative, the circumſtances of which ſo. 
deeply affected her auditors; ſhe was happy 
to have the taſk over, and felt herſelf more 
capable of compoſure and reſt when it was 
done. She now learnt what, from the mul- 
tiplicity of events each fide had to commu- 
nicate, had hitherto remained untold; that 
the unhappy ' Mr. Raymond had met the 
fate his vices provoked, and that inſtead of 
the ſafe retreat he had promiſed himfelf in 
Switzerland, the vengeance of an injured 
family had overtaken him in a few ds 
from the time when Ellen had left him. 
Refuſing to ſubmit to the officers of juſtice, 
who were employed to ſecure him, he had 
attempted a defence impoſſible to be made. 
good, but which was conducted with ſo. 
much violence and danger to his opponents, 
as had obliged them to attempt ſubduing 
him by means as deſperate as thoſe he had 
uſed. 1 in his nes In this ſtruggle he had 
5 received 
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received wounds that had proved mortal in 


a few days; his death had put Mrs. Ray- 
mond in poſſeſſion of a ſmall jointure, and 
had ſecured to his daughters the few thou- 
ſand pounds that had been ſettled upon 
them. Ellen now revealed that it was to 
Raymond that ſhe owed the ſeaſonable re- 


lief that ſhe had before mentioned, and ex- 


patiated on the earneſt deſire that he had 


ſhewn of being farther ſerviceable to her. 


To hear of ſuch praiſe- worthy diſpoſitions 


in a man whom ſhe had once loved, was 
very acceptable to Mrs. Raymond; but as 
ill uſage had long ago worn out her affec- 
tion for him, his death had rather ſhocked 


than afflicted her, and in the preſent hap- 


Pier proſpects of her family, ſhe ſoon learnt | 


to. conſider it rather as a releaſe than a mis- 
fortune. Ellen's two other ſiſters joined 
the happy party at Groby Manor the next 
day, and moſt unfeignedly partook of the 
Joy that reigned there. In a few days, El- 
len recovered her uſual ſerenity of mind, 


and in a few weeks ſhe was perfectly . 


ſtored to bloom and health. 
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CHAP. XX. 
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« Such a ſacred, and home. felt delight, 
% Such ſober certainty of waking bliſs, 
« I never knew till now.“ MILTON. 


ND now what avails it to prolong a 
narrative, the concluſion. of which 1s 


already anticipated ? Oppoſed by no one 


duty, ſupported by her own wiſhes, ſanc- 
tioned by the authority of a parent, can it 
be ſuppoſed that Henry's revived claim to 
the hand and heart of Ellen was diſallowed? - 
Yet did ſhe feel an unſpeakable reluctance 


to becoming his wife, until her reputation 
was las ſpotleſs as her life: Her return to 


exiſtence muſt of neceſſity be known, and 
with it muſt be known the ſuſpicions that 


had fo. long held her in ſecluſion from the 
Rag ; the death of Sir William made her 


. on difficult, ſince no one could be 


aſſfuted 'of her innocence . but thoſe wo 
would 
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would naturally ſcreen her guilt. The moſt - 


unequivocal teſtimony was that of the Bo- 
hemian nobleman, and to him it was re- 
ſolved to apply. Henry determining, that 
if the matter could not be ſettled ſatisfacto- 


rily by letter, he would himſelf take a jour- 


ney to Vienna. Mr. Mordaunt drew up a 
ſtatement of all the facts upon which he 
had reaſon to think Sir William had 


grounded Ellen's condemnation, Lady 


Almeria's teſtimony 'on thoſe which had 
ſeemingly been ſuch unequivocal marks of 


her guilt was added thereto, and the noble- 
man was entreated to declare whether Sir 


William laid any thing more to her charge 


than this explanation obviated. The na- 


tural eloquence of a parent, trembling for 
the reputation of his child, gave an energy 
to Mr. Mordaunt's entreaties and remon- 
ftrances, that muſt have affected any heart 
not wholly callous: The heart of the Bo- 
hemian was not of this nature; he bad long 
entertained doubts of the guilt of a woman 
to whoſe excellencies Sir William's never 
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ceaſing regrets had done reluctant. juſtice 3 
and fince her eſcape he had received ſuch 
proots from Mrs. Ulric.of the purity of her 
mind and the goodneſs of her principles, as 
had well prepared him for the vindication 
of her conduct, which he now received. 
The anſwer he returned was the moſt ſa- 
tisfactory. 

He informed Mr. dan that Sir 
William himſelf had frequently declared in 
the laſt months of his life, that were it poſ- 
fible he could have been miſtaken in what 


bis own ſenſes had witneſſed, he ſhould be 


Ellen: That remorſe for the ſeverity of the 
puniſhment he had inflicted, even ſuppoſ- 
ing her guilty, had haunted every hour of 
bis life, 1 that he ſeemed not unfre- 


| quently to regret the ſtrict neſs with which 
his orders, not to convey any letter or meſ- 


ſige to him from her, had been obſerved; 


and that nothing with-held him from again 


ſeeking her, but the inſupportable ſhame 
that muſt have overwhelmed him, either 
had 
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had ſhe been able to have cleared herſelf 
from the crimes imputed to her, or that 
would have attended his reſtoring her to 
the world, guilty or innocent; and that, 


1 = finally, even the dread of this ſhame would 


probably have given way to the increaſing 
- wretchedneſs of his mind, had his life been 
gs daes a little longer. 

The Bohemian ſtated it as 1 been 
his own intention after the death of his 
friend, to have viſited Ellen in her priſon, 
and from the opinion that he ſhould have 
been able to have formed of her from ſuch 
an interview, to have regulated his own fu- 
ture conduct, as to the continuation of her 


impriſonment, or the putting a ſpeedy and So 


final end to it. He ingenuouſly confeſſed, 
that though, had he found her innocent, 
he ſhould have held his friend's reputation 

as nothing, when compared with the injuſ- 
tice and cruelty of detaining her any longer 


a captive; yet, that had ſhe appeared to. 


him guilty, he ſhould have preferred ſyf- 
fering her to languiſh out her life in per- 
petual 
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petch confinement, to the fixing ſuch a 
ſtain upon Sir William's memory, as her 
reſtoration to the world and the publica- 
tion of the whole tory muſt have done. 
The generous Bohemian, after congra- 
tulating the happy father on the inno- 
cence and eſcape of his daughter, in- 
formed him, that in order that no cloud 
might obſcure a happineſs ſo dearly pur- 
chaſed, and ſo amply deſerved, he had 
written a full vindication of her character 
to the guardian of her child, and the truf-- 
tees of her ſettlement, and this he had done, 
he ſaid, not more from a conviction, that 
by ſuch a teſtimony to her virtues, he of- 
fered the moſt acceptable proof of his in- 
violable attachment to his deceaſed friend, 
than from the aſſurance he had in his own 
mind, that he was offering a tribute to 
truth, and from the pleaſure that reſulted 
to hiniſelf, in an act of juſtice and com- 
penſation. | = 
In conſequence of t this well-judged and 


generous interference of this amiable Bo- 
hemian, 
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hemian, Ellen 3 no difficulty in hav- 725 
ing her daughter given to her wiſhes; by 
this agency ſhe was enabled alſo to acquit 

herſelf, as far as money could acquit her, 


"of obligations, to the good Mrs. Ulric and 


the faithful Thereſa, nor can it be ſuppoſ- 
ed that the grandſon of old Deborah was 
forgotten. Henry, in the ample proviſion 
that his diſintereſted heart had apportioned 
to every branch of his family, bad left him- 
ſelf poor, but he had more than ſufficient 


for happineſs : He revived the ſcheme which 


ſo many years. before he had preſſed with ſo 
much fruitleſs earneſtneſs; Ellen and he 
reſolved to content themſelves with her 
jointure until his eſtate had cleared itſelf of 
every incumbrance; and, at the earneſt en- 
treaty of Mr. Mordaunt, they took up their 


abode at Groby Manor. 5 cottage of 


old Deborah was enlarged and fitted up for 


the reception of Mrs. Raymond and her 


daughters, that they might (while always 
moſt welcome to Groby Manor) have a 
place to retire to, when under the domi- 


nion 
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nion of that wiſh which is felt at times by 
every human mind, the wiſh, that as we 
mut the door upon us we may be able to 
ſay, Now I am at home.” Of the hap- 
pineſs of Henry and Ellen, of the feelings 
of Mr. Mordaunt, of the contentment of 
the Thorntons, and of the peace and fatis- 
faction of all within the reach of their be- 
nevolence, it were needleſs to tell. To all 
who have hearts and principles ſimilar to 
theirs, all that could be ſaid would be ſu- 
perſluous; to tkoſe of oppoſite feelings and 
opinions, it would be unintelligible. 


Such then is the hiſtory of Ellen. In- 


ſtructed by her example, let no one affirm 
the omni potency of love; let no one aſſert the 
| bered, that in the exertion of PLAIx SE RSE, 
and the exerciſe of unſhaken integrity, lay 
all her powers; and let not any one who 
means not to forego his claim to ſuch di- 
8 nde plead his excuſe for vice or weak- 
$442" or the irreſſſtibility 


